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Sherman Funmaker
Interim Editor

A basketball camp was 
recently held at the House 
of Wellness on August 7-8 
for area boys and girls. Ken 
Funmaker Jr. and grant writer 
Paul Tysse, representing 
the Ho-Chunk Housing and 
Community Development 
Agency, put together this 
training and conditioning 
camp for Ho-Chunk 
basketball players from 
ages 12 to 18 years of age. 
The day started with about 
20 area kids going through 
warm-up drills and exercises 
followed by demonstrations 
by local ball players Bronson 
Koenig, a future UW Badger, 
Fabian Houghton and Brittany 
Johnson, and all tribal 
members who have their 
eyes on attending Wisconsin 
colleges in the near future. 

Coming in to help with the 
coaching duties were Brad 
Rohling, the head varsity high 
school coach from Wisconsin 
Dells, Jim Weiland, the head 
coach from UW Baraboo/
Sauk County and House of 
Wellness fi tness director and 
assistant UW Baraboo coach, 
Scott Gilbeck. 

 Also on hand were Mark 
Butterfi eld, the executive 
director of the HHCDA, and 
Francis Decorah, a HHCDA 
board member. Their work 
and support made this event 
possible. On this fi rst of this 
two day event the organizers 
and coaches focused on 
dribbling, passing, defensive 
techniques and scrimmages. 
Funmaker Jr. said that this 
camp will move up to Black 
River Falls next week August 
14-17 at the Lunda Center. 

Ken Luchterhand
Staff Writer

Zayta Thundercloud is the type of girl who seems 
to excel in everything she does.

And now, she has been selected for the prestigious 
honor of being Miss Jackson County 2012, crowned 
at the Miss Jackson County Pageant held July 29 
at the Milt Lunda Memorial Arena in Black River 
Falls. Seven contestants vied for the position.

Zayta, 16, is the daughter of Mark Thundercloud 
and Wendy Chamberlain of Black River Falls.

She is the fi rst Native American to be selected for 
the honor in the history of Miss Jackson County.

“I was a little nervous … and excited,” she said 
about the evening leading up to the selection. “I 
thought I had a chance.”

She decided to try for the honor after a neighbor 
encouraged her to enter the competition.

“I pretty proud of her,” her mother, Wendy, said. 
“She’s always been really smart. I told her she can 
do it – just be yourself.”

In school, Zayta succeeds in keeping busy. She’s 
involved in three sports: hockey, volleyball and 
softball. She’s a member of the National Honor 
Society, Peer Educators, Student Senate, T.A.T.U. 
(Teens Against Tobacco Use) and the FBLA (Future 
Business Leaders of America).

She was voted by her classmates as their class 
treasurer and is a straight “A” student.

During the pageant, a segment is devoted to 
“Evening Wear and Pop Question.” During this 
segment, Zayta’s question was, “If you were a 
fortune cookie, what would you say?”

She answered, “You will have a bright future. 
That’s because everyone deserves to have a bright 
future, no matter their situation.”

Zayta has a younger sister, Kamryn, 13, who was 
excited her older sister received the honor. She was 
present at the ceremony and tagged along with her 
older sister throughout the fairgrounds.

“Kam was happy that night,” Zayta said. “I hope 
that I’m a good role model to her.”

As for her own future, Zayta said she wants to 
attend a university, but hasn’t decided on a major.

“She’s a good kid,” said her father, Mark. 
“She’s always been a good kid. She’s always been 
determined and self motivated. I’m very proud of 
her.”

Zayta is employed as a receptionist  at Studio 107 
hair salon in Black River Falls, which also is her 
sponsor for the pageant. Her aunt, Kelly Nieman, is 
the owner of the business.

With the honor, Zayta must make appearances 
with her court at events and festivals as Miss 
Jackson County.

“We have eight parades in two months,” she said. 
Zayta is the granddaughter of Peter Thundercloud 

(deceased) and Patricia Lewis of Laveen, Arizona, 
and Edward Jr. and Kathleen Chamberlain of 
Black River Falls. Her paternal great-grandparents 
are Emanuel “Soup” and Agnes Whitegull 
Thundercloud (both deceased) of Black River Falls, 
WI and Adam and Louella Mark (both deceased) 
of Laveen, Arizona. Her maternal grandparents are 
Loren and Rosella Young (both deceased) of Black 
River Falls.
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Thundercloud to reign as 
Miss Jackson County

Zayta Thundercloud makes a few comments 
after her selection as the new Miss Jackson 
County during the pageant on July 29.

Helping with the coaching duties are (from left) Scott 
Gilbeck, Ken Funmaker Jr., Brad Rohling and Jim 
Weiland.

Youth attending the basketball camp line up to begin a ball-handling exercise.

Basketball camp participants receive instructions from the coaches to begin the 
next activity.


