
With the Great Sauk Trail 
Southeast of Maa Wákąčąk, 
and the general area the 
indigenous lands of the 
Hoocąk, it was fitting that 
a mural depicting the sa-
credness of the land to the 
Hoocąk people be incorpo-
rated on the trail.

“I think it started with the 
knowledge that there was 
a public art opportunity on 
the Great Sauk Trail and 
that came through the River 
Arts Incorporated”, said 
Little Eagle Arts Founda-
tion (LEAF) Founder and 
Director Melanie Tall-
madge-Sainz. “They’re the 
fiscal agent, where then the 
Hoocąk Nation donated and 
Sauk County donated.”

Somebody planted a seed 
in Melanie that there was a 
public art opportunity that 
the foundation might want 
to look into. That was in the 
spring or summer of 2019.  

Melanie began exploring 
the opportunities, and hold-
ing a degree in ceramics, 
thought it would be “cool” 
to do a community tile 
project. “Both my parents 
worked here when it was 
Badger Ordinance. I know 
a lot of Ho-Chunk families 

worked here. So, there’s a 
connection,” Melanie said.

Visiting Artist in Resi-
dence Muneer Bahauddeen 
and Project Apprentice Mar-
tina Patterson, worked with 
Hoocąk families that reside 
in Sauk County and the sur-
rounding areas, to create ce-
ramic tiles for a mural dur-
ing the week of August 3rd 
– 7th. The mural will consist 

of three sections - Earth, 
Sky, and Water, and will 
speak to Ho-Chunk history 
and lifeways. The public art 
installation also honors land 
surrounding the trail. 

“So, I wrote that up think-
ing of bringing the youth 
in to do the tile work and 
stuff.” Melanie said.

Then Covid-19 hit, shut-
tering the foundation’s 

planned activities and pos-
sibly the Great Sauk Trail 
project. “I was thinking, was 
this this project really going 
to happen?”

A concern was with the 
Sauk County Arts and Cul-
ture, because LEAF had put 
out so many grant projects 
to be funded with them, 
with all the cancellations, 
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Hoocąk families gather at Maa Wákąčąk 
perpetuating culture
Submitted by DriftlessNow.com

 Once hailed as the world’s largest 
ammunition plant and having been 
turned back over to its rightful care-
takers, the Hoocąk (Ho-Chunk), the 
Badger Ammunition plant recently 
played host to several Hoocąk fami-
lies for a cooperative art project.

The plant, built in 1941, would see 
munitions productions for several 
wars before being closed and consid-
ered excess to the Department of the 
Army.

Eventually, in the early 2000’s, 
the General Services Administration 
(GSO), the government’s real estate 
manager, would take in interests 
from other federal agencies, includ-
ing the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA).

Today, over 1500 acres of the for-
mer Badger Ammunition is managed 
and overseen by the Hoocąk Nation 
via a land transfer. 

Renamed Maa Wákąčąk (Holy 
land), the tribe has realized, for a 
lack of better terms, a cultural re-
birth. Prairie and wildlife restoration 
have been in the forefront in the 
Hoocąk Nation’s plan for the prop-
erty, and recently a cooperative art 
project led by the Little Eagle Arts 
Foundation.

Little Eagle Arts Foundation (LEAF) 
Founder and Director Melanie 
Tallmadge-Sainz at an event last fall in 
Sauk County.

Continued on Page 6

Olivia Curley: Signed Letter 
of Intent to Play Basketball 

at Lakeland University

Page 3

Households May Receive 
Follow-Up Visits from 2020 

Census Takers

Page 4

L to R - Laura LaMere, Angie Lowe, Lenore Sweet, and Gysela Ortega.
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A Letter from the President

Ho-Chunk Nation Office of Tribal Enrollment 

*Office of Tribal Enrollment forms are available online @ http://www.ho-chunknation.com/documents

22002200  AANNNNUUAALL  AADDDDRREESSSS  VVEERRIIFFIICCAATTIIOONN  
NNoottiiccee  ffrroomm  tthhee  HHCCNN  OOffffiiccee  ooff  TTrriibbaall  EEnnrroollllmmeenntt  

22002200  AAVVFF  

In previous notifications, the Ho-Chunk Nation Enrollment Office stated that 
it would be distributing the 2020 Annual Address Verification form on 
September 1, 2020.   

However, due to the lack of funding, the Enrollment Office neither has the 
resources, nor the staff to ensure that it occurs as planned.   

Therefore, the issuance of the 2020 AVF is ssuussppeennddeedd until further notice.  If 
the situation changes an update will be forthcoming. 

Sincerely,  
Rita Gardner 
Enrollment Officer 

Ho-Chunk Nation Office of Tribal Enrollment 

*Office of Tribal Enrollment forms are available online @ http://www.ho-chunknation.com/documents

22002200  AANNNNUUAALL  AADDDDRREESSSS  VVEERRIIFFIICCAATTIIOONN  
NNoottiiccee  ffrroomm  tthhee  HHCCNN  OOffffiiccee  ooff  TTrriibbaall  EEnnrroollllmmeenntt  

22002200  AAVVFF  

In previous notifications, the Ho-Chunk Nation Enrollment Office stated that 
it would be distributing the 2020 Annual Address Verification form on 
September 1, 2020.   

However, due to the lack of funding, the Enrollment Office neither has the 
resources, nor the staff to ensure that it occurs as planned.   

Therefore, the issuance of the 2020 AVF is ssuussppeennddeedd until further notice.  If 
the situation changes an update will be forthcoming. 

Sincerely,  
Rita Gardner 
Enrollment Officer 

Judge Hunter schedules possible 
Contempt of Court charges 
hearing for Sept. 17 
Press Release – 
For Immediate Release
Sept. 1, 2020
Submitted by: Ken 
Luchterhand, Public Re-
lations Officer

On Monday, Aug. 31, 
Ho-Chunk Nation Trial 
Court Judge Mary Jo 
Hunter scheduled a “show 
cause” hearing telephoni-
cally for 10 am Thursday, 
Sept. 17, of a court viola-
tion by the Ho-Chunk Leg-
islature.

The hearing is to listen 
to argument why Judge 
Hunter should not hold 
Vice President Karena 
Thundercloud and Legisla-
tive Attorney Mike Murphy 
with Contempt of Court.

The “show cause order,” 
also called an “order to 
show cause,” mandates that 
an individual or corporation 
make a court appearance 
to explain why the court 
should not take a proposed 

action.
Judge Hunter stated 

that she wasn’t sure if she 
would be charging other 
Legislature members pres-
ent at the meeting with 
Contempt of Court.

At concern is a possible 
violation of the “Ex Parte 
Temporary Restraining 
Order” issued on Friday, 
Aug. 28. The order was for 
members of the Ho-Chunk 
Nation Legislature not to 
act upon any budgetary is-
sues that were scheduled 
for a regular meeting on 
Monday, Aug. 31.

However, the Legislature 
did act upon those budget 
matters by holding a special 
meeting of the Legislature 
on Saturday, Aug. 29.

Also under inspection is 
an Open Meetings viola-
tion in which notice and an 
agenda must be publicly 
displayed at least 48 hours 
before the start of the meet-
ing.

By the time you read this, 
we’ll be well over 70 days 
into the new fiscal year. Our 
Ho-Chunk Nation fiscal year 
runs from July 1 to June 30. 
But we still don’t have an FY 
2020-2021 annual budget for 
any branch of the govern-
ment.

An annual budget would 
cover the fiscal year time-
frame.

Essentially, we are stuck in 
the last fiscal year. I find this 
to be problematic.

The legislature has passed 
a continuing resolution for 
the then-allowable 60-day 
timeframe into the new fis-
cal year. The branches were 
to be given time to propose 
a reasonable budget, but we 
haven’t received word from 
the Finance Committee of the 
new spending caps.

The legislature has gone on 
to amend the Appropriations 
and Budget Process Act, via 
Quick Passage, to allow them 
to do consecutive continuing 
resolutions, now for 90-day 
periods.

As far as I’m aware, no 
work or communication has 
been done to enact an annual 
budget for the new fiscal year.

The Nation’s Per Capita 
Ordinance outlines planned 
percentages of revenue to be 
allocated for various needs 
and services. This is known as 
the Tribal Revenue Allocation 
Plan (TRAP) or the Revenue 
Allocation Plan (RAP).

If you remember years ago, 
to increase per capita pay-
ments to tribal members, there 
was talk of an “80/20” initia-
tive. That would have enacted 
a TRAP to allocate 80 percent 
of the revenue to tribal mem-
bers’ per capita payments, and 
20 percent back to the govern-
ment services.

Annual budgets are based 
on the TRAP, yet money for 
per capita payments was not 
allocated in the 60-day bud-
get.

Violating the “TRAP” 
seems elusive to me.

The annual budgets have 
decreased over the last few 
years. Going into the new 
fiscal year, we were looking 
at a decrease of 22 percent 
from the previous fiscal year. 
Over the past two fiscal years, 
the Executive Branch has 
experienced a decrease of 30 
percent.

This is largely due to our 
underperforming Project For-
ward. We financed the project, 
resulting in years of loan pay-
ments. The project fell prey to 
tribal politics and ignored in-
dustry standards and business 
practices.

Recently, the Legislature 
is relying more on the Quick 
Passage procedure of the 
Legislative Organization Act 
(LOA) to amend our laws.

On August 31, the Legisla-
ture voted by Quick Passage 
to amend the Confirmation 
Act. This was an item that 
was added to the agenda on 
the day of the meeting with-
out Executive Branch review.

Earlier in the month, on Au-
gust 18, the Legislature voted 
down these amendments to 
the Act.

The amendment adds a 
definition to “acting appoint-
ments,” which requires act-
ing appointments to meet the 
minimum qualification of the 
job description.

The amendment doesn’t al-
low a person with a felony to 
be named “acting.”

The change requires legisla-
tive notification of “acting” 
appointments.

It requires a credit check 
and a review of the interim di-
rector’s gaming license appli-
cation during the background 
investigation.

Also, it prohibits anyone 
who was previously denied a 
confirmation from being an 
acting director.

The LOA states that to use 
Quick Passage procedures, 

“Normal Legislation Process 
would unduly harm a person, 
multiple persons, or the Na-
tion and the Legislature deter-
mine that immediate action is 
needed.”

Resolution 8-31-20B, which 
amends the Confirmation Act, 
states, “because the Nation’s 
government is presently going 
through multiple Executive 
Director nominations, and 
vacancies,” as the reason not 
following the Normal Legisla-
tion Process.

Before the confirmation of 
Robert Mudd as Executive 
Director of Business, then-
President Wilfrid Cleveland 
nominated more than 10 can-
didates to that position.

No amendments or quick 
passages occurred at that time.

I’ve nominated two Busi-

ness directors, two Attorney 
Generals thus far. These can-
didates possessed the educa-
tion, skill, and experience but 
were denied nomination or 
confirmation to these posi-
tions.

Due to a resignation, I’ll be 
nominating a new Treasurer 
as well, which requires the 
proper education and certifi-
cation.

It seems that the Legislature 
wants to make the process 
harder for tribal members to 
take these leadership posi-
tions, and not to follow nor-
mal procedures.

For an Attorney General 
candidate’s nomination hear-
ing, a resolution surfaced 
from 2002 that stated a can-
didate must be Ho-Chunk. 
Yet we’ve had an Attorney 

General after 2002 that wasn’t 
Ho-Chunk confirmed twice.

Our previous Treasurer 
wasn’t an enrolled Ho-Chunk, 
but Forrest County Potawa-
tomi. Meanwhile, our legis-
lative attorneys aren’t Ho-
Chunk and neither are outside 
counsel or lobbyists.

I wonder how many tribal 
members possess a four-year 
degree in Accounting and are 
Certified Public Accountants 
to meet the requirements of 
the Treasurer position?

Many of the legislative 
decisions or opinions are ar-
bitrary to the detriment of all 
of us.

This is how our tribal poli-
tics hamper our tribal govern-
ment operations, but we will 
persist.

Ho-Chunk Nation Vice President Karena Thundercloud, Wisconsin Governor 
Tony Evers, and Ho-Chunk Nation President Marlon WhiteEagle pose for a photo 
during a Milwaukee Brewers game last season.
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Attention: The Next Deadline of the 
Hoca\k Worak will be September 18th which will 
be published on September 25th. Please contact 

Hoca\k Worak at newsletter@ho-chunk.com
 if you have a change of address or would like 

to be placed on the mailing list.

The Hocak Worak is a periodical published twice monthly by the Ho-Chunk Nation. Editorials and articles appearing
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and telephone number of the author. Letters are subject to editing for grammar, length, malicious and libelous content.
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submission of articles, poetry, artwork and photos is encouraged. The Editor makes the sole decision of what is
published in the Hocak Worak. The Hocak Worak will not assume any responsibility for unsolicited material. 

Submissions deadlines for the Hocak Worak are by 4:30 PM. We cannot guarantee the publication of submissions
meeting these deadlines if the space is not available.  No part of this publication may be produced without express
written consent from the Editor.

EDITOR ................................ Ardith Van Riper
STAFF  WRITER ...................... Elijah T. Smith
STAFF  WRITER .............................. Kaili Berg
Administrative Assistant ...... Anna Reichenbach
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Olivia Curley is Ho-Chunk 
from her mother Kelly Fun-
maker and Navajo from her 
late father Jim Curley.  “I am 
Bear clan from my mother 
and am born for the Folded 
Arms People clan from my 
father.  My Indian name is 
doe-chuing-gang-ga mean-
ing ‘Leader of warriors.’ I 
am 18 years old.  I live in 
Wittenberg, Wisconsin.  I 
went to school at Wittenberg-
Birnamwood High School, 
Wittenberg, Wisconsin.”

Olivia was named second 
team All-Conference last sea-
son 2019-20 and received the 
four-year senior award.  She 
was the team captain senior 
year.  She also led the team in 
steals as a senior and assists 
as a junior.  She was named 
Most Improved as a JV payer 
her sophomore season and 
Most Improved as a varsity 
player her junior season.  She 
was also named the Rookie 
of the Year in swimming her 
sophomore year.

“I played for the Wisconsin 
Blizzard for AAU summer 
basketball during sixth, sev-
enth and eighth grades,” said 
Olivia. “During my junior 
summer I played for Wiscon-
sin Blaze.  I was also a part of 
Team Wisconsin in the North 
American Indigenous Games 
in Toronto and we won a 
bronze medal in the 16U divi-
sion.”

“When I was younger and 
played basketball or any type 
of sport I was in, I always 
had my family there to sup-
port me in what I was doing,” 
said Olivia. “My core values 
started with my family, rather 
than instilled by my tribe.  My 
family taught me to finish 
things that I started includ-
ing school, a different sport, 
or even day-to-day activities.  
They taught me no matter 
how bad you want something 
you will always have to work 
your hardest.  They have 
taught me that no matter what 
happens, family will always 
have your back in good and in 
bad times.”

“My family taught me to 
grow from my mistakes and 
take in the good and leave the 
bad.  No matter what you’re 
thinking where you are at, the 
people who are missing from 
your life will always be there 
for you in spirit or watching 
over you.  My family had a 
very huge impact on my life 
and they have taught me so 
much from my little time I 
have been on this earth.  They 
have given me so much en-
couragement for lessons, to 
laughs and even cries.  I know 
my family has pushed me to 
do well in my life and has led 
me to my next phase in my 
life: college,” added Olivia.

“I plan on keeping them 
proud and let them ride this 
roller coaster of life with me,” 
said Olivia.  “My tribe and 
culture have also allowed me 
to feel safe knowing I’m not 
like other people.  It has made 
me feel comfortable to stand 
out and be my own individual.  
I fell proud and confident 
saying ‘Hi, my name is Ol-
ivia Curley and I am Native 
American.’ Makes me feel 
unique and proud.  Especially 
when people ask me questions 
about me and are interested in 
our culture.”

“My sister BreeAnna Walk-
er has been a huge influence 
on my life,” said Olivia.  “Not 
only in life but also on the 
basketball court.  I remember 
countless times after games I 
would be so angry and so mad 
at everyone in the world.  She 
would be diving me home and 
telling me that if I would just 
listen and not get frustrated 
with everyone and myself I 
could be better.  I was not the 
girl that would listen most 
of the time, but I knew I was 
totally in the wrong when my 
sister have to get after me for 
my attitude.  She would al-
ways be my go to if I had any 
questions about basketball 
and shew would tell me the 
wrongs and rights, and an-
swer my questions about life.  
My sister has been a rock so 
to say when it came to my 
life.  She would always say 
the right things to make me 
feel better or even make me 

listen.”
“My family have all in-

fluenced me throughout my 
high school student-athlete 
journey,” said Olivia.  “I have 
my Nani’s (moms) helping me 
understand that everything is 
going to be okay, when things 
aren’t looking good.  I can 
always count on them to help 
ensure myself about decisions 
I have to make.  My tega’s 
(uncles) are always being the 
ones to make me feel safe and 
sound and not ever having to 
worry about being alone.  I 
have my sister to make sure 
I will always have a friend to 
go to, and opening up their 
lives and kids’ lives to me 
making sure I have never 
have to feel unwanted.”

“I have my brothers who 
are always watching out for 
me and making sure I stay out 
of trouble.  Also making sure 
I get annoyed by tem teasing 
me.  Then I have my choka 
(grandfather) who is always 
there to talk to when life gets 
too overwhelming, and gives 
me a good laugh,” added Ol-
ivia.

“My mom is there for me at 
home and puts a roof over my 
head,” said Olivia.  “She al-
lows me not to worry because 
I will always have a place to 
stay.  Everyone in my family 
has been an influencer in my 
life.  But I have also had bad 
ones also, even in my fam-
ily.  They are brought into our 
lives to teach us lessons and I 
feel like those are to be shared 
also not just positive people.  
But that is for a different 
time.”

“As a parent, I’ve watched 
her play ball since the third 
grade and all those years her 
game grew right along with 
her,” said Kelly.  “Her mental 
game wasn’t always where it 
is now and I do believe she 
has a lot more to learn, and 
that is what I’m hoping for 
her college hoops.  Better 
coaches, better teammates, 
better facilities and more in-
sight.”

“She has the drive, she has 
the tools, and she has the op-
portunity to go where she 
wants.  My first hope is she 
gets and education before all 
and to keep with it.  She can 
go overseas and play next 
year with her team and that 
will be a great experience for 

her,” added Kelly.
“My high school basketball 

coaches have been part of my 
journey,” said Olivia.  “We 
didn’t always see eye-to-eye 
but I knew my place and I 
understood what I had to do 
each game and practice.”

“I started with Coach Nick 
Mechekle on JV my freshman 
year,” said Olivia.  “Then he 
got moved to head coach.  I 
was part JV and varsity.  Dur-
ing my time I got to play 
under him I can say for me it 
was very challenging to con-
form to his coaching methods.  
He wanted to change my 
shooting from the step I took 
into my shot and I just didn’t 
like it.  As I got to be a junior 
and senior I looked back and I 
see how much I have changed 
and grew from a little un-
coachable freshman to a team 
leader of varsity as a senior.”

“Olivia has a great passion 
for the game of basketball,” 
said Nick Mechekle, head 
girls’ basketball coach at 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood high 
school. “Olivia has been a 
part of the Charger basketball 
program since kindergarten 
when she joined in the Char-
ger basketball camps.  Liv’s 
talents grew throughout her 
high school career, I saw 
that Liv’s demeanor changed 
about the game of basketball.  
Olivia earned a captain’s role 
and was ready to help lead the 
team.”

“Liv provided the grit to 
last year’s team.  She wasn’t 
afraid to take charge or dive 
on the ground to get that loose 
ball.  She finished her senior 
averaging 7.5 ppg, 4.3 apg, 
and led the team in steals with 
87.  The Chargers finished the 
season as Central Wisconsin 
East Conference Champions 

and advanced to the Regional 
Final losing to a great Free-
dom team,” added Nick.

“Olivia’s dream was to play 
college basketball and it was 
granted at Lakeland Univer-
sity.  I wish Liv the best and 
hope she continues to have 
passion for the game of bas-
ketball,” added Nick.

“I never really got to play 
under Coach Chelsa Lehman 
since she was the JV coach, 
but she was always there for 
me on the bench in varsity 
games,” said Olivia.  “She 
would be the one to calm 
me down when I was getting 
frustrated and tell me what 
wasn’t working and what was.  
I would always be messing 
with her in practice and get-
ting yelled at for never being 
focused but that’s okay, I’m 
just that type of person.  I 
truly thought of her as a friend 
more than coach, but nonethe-
less I still respected her as 
one.”

“I am close to my family 
and this college life will take 
a little time for me to adjust 
to but I love taking new ad-
ventures and seeing where 
it takes me,” said Olivia.  “I 
am not afraid of what my life 
holds just as long as I have 
my family egging me on to 
do bigger and better things.  I 
am freshman at Lakeland Uni-
versity, located in Plymouth, 
Wisconsin.  I am playing on 
the women’s basketball team.  
I enjoy traveling and trying 
new things.  I love taking 
pictures of landscapes and 
people.  I plan to major in 
exercise science and minor in 
photography.”

“I’m just excited to start this 
new chapter in my life, “said 
Olivia.

Olivia Curley: Signed Letter of Intent to Play 
Basketball at Lakeland University

Olivia Curley (Ho-Chunk/Navajo) from Wittenberg, 
Wisconsin.  Photo Credit: The Shawano Leader

Olivia Curley played on Team Wisconsin in the North 
American Indigenous Games in Toronto and won a 
bronze medal in the 16U Division.  Photo Credit: Anna 
Marie Photography



PAGE 4  CENSUS Hu\wa\z`uk wira 11, 2020

AUGUST 31, 2020
RELEASE NUMBER 
CB20-CN.101

AUG. 31, 2020 — With 
door-to-door visits by census 
takers now underway, the U.S. 
Census Bureau is informing 
households that they may also 
receive a follow-up visit to 
ensure everyone is counted 
in the 2020 Census. So far, 
64.9% of all housing units 
have responded online, by 
phone or by mail, and another 
17.5% have been counted by 
census takers and other field 
data collection operations. In 

total, over 82.4% of all hous-
ing units throughout the na-
tion have been accounted for 
in the 2020 Census as of Aug. 
30. The Census Bureau is 
working to count the remain-
ing households—about 1 in 
every 5 households across the 
nation.

On a daily basis, the Cen-
sus Bureau updates its list 
of households that have re-
sponded. It is possible that a 
locally hired census taker will 
still visit the address as part 
of the Census Bureau’s qual-
ity assurance program for the 
2020 Census even if a house-
hold has already responded. 
The public is encouraged to 
cooperate with census takers 
as they follow up.

For example, census takers 
are visiting households where 
there may be some confusion 
about the address. If the com-
munity’s addresses recently 
changed or the household re-
sponded with an address that 
does not match the Census 
Bureau’s address list, census 
takers will visit to verify the 
address and collect a response 
in person. Please respond 
when the census taker visits. 
If a census taker left a notice 
of their visit, you can respond 
online or by phone using the 
Census ID provided on the 
notice. This ID links your ad-
dress to your response and 
ensures you are counted in 
the right place. The Census 
Bureau has rigorous methods 

and processes to resolve any 
duplicate responses.

In some cases, a second 
census taker may visit a 
household to conduct a short 
interview. This additional in-
terview is one of the ways we 
check the quality of census 
takers’ work.

In addition, other Census 
Bureau representatives con-
tinue visiting homes for ongo-

ing surveys that are occurring 
at the same time as the 2020 
Census, such as the American 
Community Survey. These 
ongoing surveys affect only a 
small number of households 
nationwide and provide valu-
able information to help com-
munity leaders plan for hos-
pitals and schools, improve 
emergency services, and make 
informed decisions about cre-

ating jobs.
Households can still re-

spond to the 2020 Census by 
going online at 2020census.
gov, by phone at 844-330-
2020, or by completing and 
mailing back the paper ques-
tionnaire they received.

No news release associated 
with this announcement. Tip 
Sheet only.

Households May Receive Follow-Up Visits From 2020 Census Takers
Visits Serve as Quality Checks to Ensure Everyone Is Counted

The Census Bureau 
requires that census 
takers wear a mask while 
conducting their work. 
They will follow CDC 
and local public health 
guidelines when they 
visit.
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 (Sauk County, WI) - 
Earth, Sky, Water, a public 
art installation on the Great 
Sauk Trail, will officially be 
unveiled during Fermentation 
Fest in Sauk County. This 
project showcases the connec-
tion of the Ho-Chunk people 
to Maa Wakacak (English 
translation - Sacred Land), 
the land stewarded by the Ho-
Chunk Nation. 

This ceramic tile mural will 
be permanently installed on 
repurposed stem walls, rem-
nants of the site’s historical 
past as the Badger Ammuni-
tion plant, on Highway 12 be-
tween Baraboo and Sauk City. 
Little Eagle Arts Foundation 
(LEAF) of Wisconsin Dells is 
the principal organizer of this 
project.

Lead artists include: Mela-
nie Tallmadge Sainz, Muneer 
Bahauddeen, Martina Patter-
son, Felix Sainz, Jr., and Kate 
Clausius.

Ho-Chunk Families of Sauk 
County/ participants/ artists/ 
tile makers include:

Eli Leonard and family: 
Morningstar Leonard, Elizah 
Leonard, Elijah Leonard, El-
eana Leonard, Elise Leonard, 
and Elicia Leonard; JoAnn 
Jones and family: Naawahuu, 
Toree Jones, Joyce Warner, 
and Tom Jones; Nela Stacy 
and family: Devinn Sky, Cole 
Sky, Ravinn Hilterbrand, 
Robbie Hilterbrand, Sr.; Con-
nie Lonetree and family: Da-
ryl Lonetree, and the Lenore 
Sweet family: Laura LaMere, 
Giana Ortega, Gysela Ortega, 

Angie Lowe, and Adrian 
Lowe.

A celebration of Native arts 
has been set for September 26 
- October 4, at LEAF’s Maa 
Wakacak ceramic studio, the 
former firehouse at Badger 
Ordnance across the highway 
from the village of Bluffview. 

Activities include: Ho-
Chunk artist demonstrations 
and sales September 26, 27, 
October 3, & 4, 10am - 4pm; 
and Earth, Sky, Water, mural 
dedication, October 4, 1pm. 

The required event parking 
passes will be issued at the 
LEAF studio. Visitors attend-
ing the mural dedication are 
invited to walk or bike to the 
mural site on the Great Sauk 
Trail. 

This collaborative project 
was made possible through a 
donation from the Ho-Chunk 
Nation to the Friends of the 
Great Sauk State Trail, with 
additional grant funding pro-
vided by the Sauk County 
Extension, Arts & Culture 
Committee, and the Wiscon-
sin Arts Board with funds 
from the State of Wisconsin. 
This project has been orga-
nized with the River Arts Inc. 
of Prairie du Sac.

Ends

For further information, 
please contact: 
Melanie Tallmadge Sainz
Director, Little Eagle Arts 
Foundation
c: 602.402.1687
o: 608.253.4142
e: melanie.sainz@gmail.com

Community Art Project Honors 
the Land and its People

In loving memory 

Iris Jean Thundercloud Cleveland 
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follow when ready. 
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Thank you from the Jordan Emanuel Miller family 

Good day (Hocicinik), Son Jordan. Love & miss ya.  
You fulfilled the Lords plan for you then he called you home. He sent you to earth to be a good 
example, and to let his people know what a kind, loving, merciful, faithful father he is.  To 
always be grateful and to know he is God Almighty. Creator of heaven & earth.  
It is He who hath made us and not we ourselves.  We are his children and the sheep of his 
pasture.   
I look forward to holding you in my arms again and our loved 💖💖 ones past.  Even famous rock 
and movie stars, history makers.   
I have a happy ❤ knowing you are with our heavenly father. 
I'm sending this thank you note to God, all the relatives and friends who helped us with your 
send off. It was beautiful beginning to end. I would have liked to list all those who comforted us 
and there are many. Please know any gestures, flowers, gifts, kind words and expressions to 
Jordan’s children, Autumn & Miller/Falcon families are sincerely appreciated. "God and I know 
who you are." Rest assured the Great Spirit will bless you all for your prayers and kindness. 
Sincerely, Miller/Falcon relatives.   

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
                                                                                                                                    FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT 

                                              Missy F. Tracy, Municipal Relations Coordinator 
Phone Number:  (608) 223-9576 Ext. 3532 

Cell Phone Number:  (608) 434-2956 
News Release 

 

Ho-Chunk Gaming Madison Responds to Inaccurate Reporting in the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

Madison, WI August 28, 2020 – On Wednesday, August 27, 2020, the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel newspaper, Wisconsin’s 
largest news organization published an online report about a right wing radio personality on WIBA FM, Vicky McKenna.  
During her show yesterday she made incendiary comments supporting the 17 year boy who allegedly shot and killed two 
protesters in Kenosha, WI and wounded another.  Her comments are drawing tremendous ire throughout Wisconsin and 
more specifically for Ho-Chunk Gaming Wisconsin.   

Ho-Chunk Gaming Madison does not sponsor or endorse any radio personalities or their views on any subject matter.  Ho-
Chunk Gaming Madison does not sponsor any shows on WIBA AM or iHeart Media but rather, run radio commercials across 
several of their radio station market.  Ho-Chunk Gaming Madison and Ho-Chunk Gaming Wisconsin advertise with many 
markets throughout the Wisconsin and Illinois region.  “Our ad ran at the most inopportune and multiple times during her 
show while controversial topics were being discussed”, stated Daniel Brown, Executive Manager, Ho-Chunk Gaming 
Madison, “In turn, we have pulled our ads from WIBA AM.” 

Ho-Chunk Gaming Madison was contacted yesterday for comment by Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, Daniel Bice.  “I received 
the initial inquiry from Daniel Bice and advised I would get back to him once I had the opportunity to collect advertising 
information from our Marketing department related to our participation with this show”, stated Missy Tracy, Municipal 
Relations Coordinator, Ho-Chunk Gaming Madison.  However, the story ran before Ho-Chunk Gaming Madison had the 
opportunity to respond and thus the inaccurate report was published.  “It is most unfortunate this occurred as it lends to the 
appearance the eagerness to portray Ho-Chunk Gaming Madison, a tribal casino, with a negative image rather than awaiting 
investigative factual reporting to transpire,” Brown relayed.   

As a consequence, Ho-Chunk Gaming Wisconsin has received a flurry of criticism and adverse commentary.  “As of this 
writing, we have not had the opportunity to confirm whether or not the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel has corrected the 
inaccuracy of this story as they stated they would,” Brown said. 

Ho-Chunk Gaming – Madison is owned and operated by Ho-Chunk Nation Enterprises, with headquarters in Black River Falls, Wis.  Ho-
Chunk Nation Enterprises also owns and operates Ho-Chunk Gaming – Black River Falls, Ho-Chunk Gaming - Nekoosa, Ho-Chunk Gaming 
- Tomah, Ho-Chunk Gaming – Wisconsin Dells and Ho-Chunk Gaming - Wittenberg.  For more information, call Ho-Chunk Gaming – 
Madison at 888/248-1777 or go online www.ho-chunkgaming.com. 

### 
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Pet owners: We are having a rabies vaccination clinic 
for your pet!  It is very important that your animal be 
vaccinated to protect its health and the health of your 

family.  Puppies and kittens need to be at least 3 
months old to receive the vaccination. 

Date Location Time 

September 16th Nekoosa TAU / Head Start  
4910 Winneshiek Ln 

9:00 a.m.— 11:30 a.m. 

September 16th Blue Wing Community Center 
320 Epinal Ln 

1:30 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

September 23rd Winnebago Heights TAU 
E8863 Winneshiek Rd 9:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 

September 23rd 
Ho-Chunk Village / HOW 
S2845 White Eagle Ln 

2:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

October 7th Wittenberg: Community Center 
W17634 Radke Rd 11:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m. 

October 14th BRF Indian Mission/Pavilion 
W8802 Mission Rd 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 

October 14th 
BRF Sand Pillow Community 

Center 1:30 p.m. — 4:30 p.m. 

PLEASE BRING YOUR DOGS ON LEASHES AND CATS IN CRATES! 

 Distemper/Parvo vaccine available for dogs at $5.00 per 

dog!  Each area will be allotted vaccine on a first come basis.  

 FVR/FPL vaccine available for cats at $5.00 per cat! Each 

area will be allotted vaccine on a first come basis.  

 Open to all Tribal Members.  

Created 8/2020 

If you have any questions, please contact 
the Ho-Chunk Health Care Center at:                       

1-888-685-4422, ext. 5062 od 5011 

Due to the current health situation, masks and social distancing will be required. 

funds from them had to be re-
turned. But there was hope.

Sauk County Arts and Cul-
ture released a second round 
of emergency funding that 
LEAF could apply for. Mela-
nie decided that if LEAF was 
going to have any public art 
education programs and/or 
cultural arts programs in the 
near future, LEAF would need 
to make everything COVID 
friendly. 

So, she wrote and submitted 
a grant to Sauk County Arts 
and Culture stressing that it 
would be COVID friendly. 
Originally, it was going to 
be her and some volunteers 
working with the kids, but 
thought if LEAF could get 
families involved, great, but 
Plan B if they couldn’t. She 
wanted people knowledge-
able about the art form like 
Bahauddeen and Patterson to 
help complete the project.

Maa Wákąčąk seemed a 
perfect venue to promote so-
cial distancing for this project. 
Fortunately, because LEAF 
obtained all the supplies, 
cleaning supplies, masks, 
shields, and the open-air space 
at Maa Wákąčąk, the project 
could be deemed COVID-
friendly.

“This has been a collabo-
ration between she (Project 
Apprentice Martina Patterson) 
and I,” said Bahauddeen. 
Melanie and her husband Fe-
lix have been working with 

Muneer and Martina to help 
bring in another woman art-
ist to help. “She’s also an art 
teacher. Her name is Kate 
Clausius, and she has been 
fabricating metal frames that 
will actually hold these pieces 
(ceramic tiles). I’ve yet to 
meet her but I understand the 
end project is going well,” 
Muneer said with a smile.

Muneer stated that he was 
thankful to be involved with 
the mural, a feeling echoed 
by Martina. “This is not only 
for me and artistic expression 
and the experience with it. 
I’m feeling the spiritual expe-
rience to this as well. It’s an 
honor to be working with the 
Hoocąk Nation, feeling close-
ly connected working with 
three families,” Muneer said. 
Not new to this work, Muneer 
works in residences all the 
time primarily with individual 
children and others.  

Muneer added, “The differ-
ence here is I’m working with 
whole families and the atti-
tude and the enthusiasm about 
working with whole families 
is just so much more calming 
and peaceful. I just truly en-
joy it. I’m glad to be here and 
thankful that over the years, 
Melanie had remembered my 
work and called on me to do 
this project.”

Muneer and Martina are 
part of a flow group that is a 
connection between the rural 
and urban people in the Sauk 
and Milwaukee counties. “We 

are doing like cultural and ar-
tistic exchange, some people 
from Sauk County have been 
doing work in Milwaukee 
and vice versa. So, we’re part 
of the flow,” Muneer said. 
“When they came down to 
Milwaukee, they came to my 
studio. That’s when I first met 
Melanie. And things went on, 
and maybe two years later 
now, she’s reconnected with 
me, and has brought me in on 
this project.”  

Muneer pointed out the 
project has had Hoocąk fami-
lies participate. The Eli Leon-
ard, Joann Jones, Nela Stacey, 
Connie Lonetree, and Lenore 
Sweet families all worked 
on contributing tiles for the 
mural. “This is the last of the 
four.  Martina, Melanie, and 
I, will actually do the touch 
up work tomorrow preparing 
these tiles for firing. We’re 
trying to get these ready for 
next the Wormfarms’ Fermen-
tation Fest in October.”

Working on their mural tiles 
that day, were members of the 
Sweet and Lonetree families. 
Each working with great fo-
cus, care and artistic expres-
sion, of what the land in their 
native homelands means to 
them. A sort of spiritual and 
cultural connection.

“I was just thinking, you 
know that we need to look 
more at how we try to keep 
our country and our air and 
water safe,” said elder Con-
nie Lonetree. “You know, try 

to really work at improving 
our waste and how we live 
because we live so frivolous 
without thinking about what 
we’re doing, about our waste 
and how we’re using the 
water and that kind of thing. 
It’s really hard to live real 
economically, and try to save 
our planet. I guess. It’s kind 
of worries me. We need to be 
greener. Yeah, it really needs 
to be improved 100% because 
it’s just not happening. It’s not 
happening.”

Lonetree shared that it was 
good to be out in the fresh air 
working on the mural for the 
Great Sauk Trail. She feels 
that it will bring a top of mind 
awareness to those that use 
the trail of who the original 
people were in the area, and 
what was important to them, 
their culture and connection to 
the land.

Daryl Lonetree, Connie’s 
son, accompanied her to the 
work on the project as well. 
“Well, my mom was talking 
about it for a couple of days. I 
didn’t have any idea what this 
was about. So, I just drove her 
down. So, I guess she kind of 
knew what this was about. I 
got involved so I’m kind of 
just doing this little art piece,” 
said Daryl while working on 
his tile.

He continued, “So, I really 

enjoy it. It’s a lot of fun. Other 
Ho-Chunk families have been 
coming down. There are dif-
ferent parts of the mural and 
then they’ve been doing their 
parts.” 

When asked what the 
project meant to him Daryl 
shared, “Of course, it’s your 
piece that you’re having in 
there, but also, you know 
Hoocąk are going to have 
kind of like a connection for 
people that come through the 
trail to see that. You know, 
the Hoocąk, they’ve always 
been here, this is sacred land 
to them.” 

In working on his tile, Daryl 
has incorporated Maa (land). 
“There is the earth, sky, and 
water. So, I put in the Earth 
part because of belonging to 
the bear clan, I care about the 
earth.” He acknowledged that 
there’s no wrong way of doing 
this, he just picked out this 
part because that’s what he 
thought about. 

“I’m glad that they are 
having this for Hoocąk com-
munity members to come 
together and do this mural and 
participate in it, what they’re 
doing I think it’s pretty nice. 
It’s going to be on display 
sometime in the future. It’s a 
good idea.”

Lenore Sweet, another elder Giana Ortega looks on as visiting 
Artist in Residence Muneer 
Bahauddeen, crops Giana’s tile.

Some of the tiles for the mural strung together.

Continued on Page 1

Continued on Page 7



there with family, found the 
project as “getting back to her 
academia roots”. “I haven’t 
done this kind of activity in 
50 years. Back in college. We 
had to do a lot of different 
stuff like this. I was an art ma-
jor and so, you know, we had 
a lot of different activity and 
I haven’t done anything like 
this in quite a while.”

Also enjoying being out-
side, Sweet said, “Especially 
now when we’re kind of 
confined to our homes. You 
need your mind to be thinking 
about other things other than 
just, you know, the pandemic. 
Having the opportunity to 
work with family on the mu-
ral, she said, “We’re pretty 
close. Everything we do is 
pretty much always together.”

Lindsey Giese. Executive 
Director of River Arts Inc. in 
Prairie Du Sac, and a Friend 
of the Great Sauk State Trail, 
shared that there are a couple 
of levels of financial connec-
tion as far as this project goes. 

When the trail was first be-
ing created, the River Arts 
Inc. eventually would take on 
an official title as administra-
tors of Art Along the Trail. 
They initially were charged 
with public art pieces, but that 
developed into benches, mile 
markers, and any artistic ele-
ment to the trail. “We are a 

part of curating that and those 
decisions,” Lindsey said.

Like Muneer and Martina, 
Lindsey’s involvement was 
one that evolved as well. 
“When the trail extended 
into what’s now called the 
Sauk Prairie Recreation Area, 
which goes through Hoocąk 
lands, it was very impor-
tant to honor that history of 
the Hoocąk people, and the 
Hoocąk Nation gave a very, 
very generous donation to 
make the trail happen.” With 
every donation that went to 
the trail, a portion of that was 
used for art recognition in 
the form of a public art piece. 
That is when she became in-
volved, connecting the donor 
with an art piece that worked 
and made sense for them, and 
in turn honoring that gift. 

Giese shared, “I helped to 
put out a call for artists, we 
definitely wanted a Hoocąk 
artist to create this piece. It’s 
from a Hoocąk gift, it’s next 
to Hoocąk land, and seems 
silly to do it any other way 
than to honor a Hoocąk art-
ist.”

That was part of the call for 
artists and several submis-
sions were received. Mela-
nie’s was one of them through 
LEAF. Eventually, through 
a River Arts Inc. committee 
and some Hoocąk Nation 
representatives, LEAF was 
juried and selected. LEAF’s 
art piece was selected to be 
the art piece recognizing the 
Hoocąk Nation gifts to the 
Great Sauk State Trail. 

“So now we’ve been work-
ing with Melanie on making 
it happen and things have had 
to change because of COVID. 
But I know we’re both ex-
cited. She’s been wonderful 
and adapting to the times to 
figure out how to still do a 
collaborative art project with 

social distancing and safety 
in mind. She’s done a great 
job to make some of those 
changes.”

Originally, the project was 
planned to involve students 
from different schools. Lind-
sey stated, due to COVID and 
alternatives in educating, Mel-
anie found a great way to still 
include families. “That’s kind 
of where I come in and help. I 
help with stuff not as glamor-
ous as some of the art stuff as 
the creation, but the logistics 
of where will it go,” Lindsey 
said enthusiastically.

She continued, “It’s a public 
state trail, so there are some 
regulations on how we how 
we can do the art pieces, 
where they can be, even down 
to the vegetation that’s around 
it, and the signage and lots of 
details like that.  I’m helping 
coordinate that with Melanie, 
but she is the one making all 
the magic happen. She’s won-
derful.”

There were several differ-
ent funders, which Lindsey 
acknowledged was amazing, 
because the project itself is 
collaborative as is the fund-
ing, which she admitted was 
unusual. “For the other pieces 
on the trail, most of those 
were from a single donor, and 
just projects in general, most 
of them come from one sig-
nificant donor and then maybe 
a couple other sources, but 
this was very much a group 
effort.” The Hoocąk Nation 
donation to the trail was the 
most significant and was fol-
lowed up by Sauk County 
Arts and Humanities grants. 
Melanie acquired some of 
her own funding as well. It 
is not really the norm where 
artists will go out and seek 
extra funding. Melanie saw 
the need for additional funds 
in order to make the project 

COVID friendly and she met 
that need. 

Melanie sees the mural and 
the Hoocąk Nation’s involve-
ment as a way to educate the 
public about Native Ameri-
can culture. In her work with 
LEAF, having previously run 
an art gallery in downtown 
Wisconsin Dells, recalled that 
involvement and connection 
to educating.

“At the gallery, we would 
have people come up from 
Chicago with their families, 
and when I would tell them 
that I’m a member of the 
Hoocąk Nation, I’m Native 
American, some of those kids 
were just like, ‘really, you’re 
a live Indian?’ Well, first of 
all, I don’t call myself Indian 
because I’ve never been there. 
You know, it’s on my bucket 
list,” she said with a chuckle. 

“But yeah, there are real 
live indigenous people, you 
know, whose ancestors met 
Columbus before he came 
here or the Vikings before 
they came here, we’re still 
here. And so that education 
we need, we need it, you 
know, and it’s not just for 
the non-Indians, but also the 
broader community, and for 
our local Hoocąk families to 
have an opportunity to make 
a tile commemorated to their 

grandma who’s Buffalo clan, 
and they depicted her name on 
a tile. That’s a memory. The 
tile mural, we’re constructing 
that because we want it to last 
a long time. So, we couldn’t 
be more blessed to be first of 
all, out here at Maa Wákąčąk, 
to be able to bring our Hoocąk 
people out of their homes in 
a safe environment. So, it’s 
just been a real blessing. And 
for me too, because having 
LEAF’s programs postponed 
or canceled altogether.” 

Melanie pointed out there 
is an air of uncertainty that 
the COVID pandemic has 
brought about for everyone 
sharing, “I mean, I was even 
second guessing. What am 
I doing? Maybe I should go 
back, maybe I should get a 
desk job at a motel. But the 
Creator brought me here as 
an Eagle clan member and a 
member of our Hoocąk Na-
tion to organize things that are 
good for our people. I put a 
lot of prayers into it. And it’s 
happening, I’m very thankful. 
Very thankful.  Every day I 
get to come out here is just, 
it’s just so amazing. This is 
for our ancestors. This is their 
land.” 

For more information visit 
LEAF, Wormfarm, and the 
Fermentation Fest.
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Connie Lonetree 
enjoying the open air 
while working.

L to R - Daryl Lonetree and Gysela Ortega work on 
their tiles.

Continued on Page 6

Injunction issued to HCN Legislature on making any budgetary decisions
Press release: 
For immediate release
August 29, 2020
Submitted by: Ken Luchter-
hand, Public Relations 
Officer

A legal action has deter-
mined that the Ho-Chunk Na-
tion Legislature must refrain 
from making any budgetary 
decisions until a hearing can 
be made on Monday, Aug. 31

An “Ex Parte Temporary 
Restraining Order and Sched-
uling Preliminary Injunction 
Hearing” has been issued by 
the Ho-Chunk Nation Trial 
Court. The hearing is sched-
uled for Monday, Aug. 31.

The Honorable Associate 
Trial Court Judge Mary Jo B. 
Hunter ruled on the matter.

Ho-Chunk Nation Ex-
ecutive Branch and Marlon 
WhiteEagle, in his official 
capacity as president of the 
Ho-Chunk Nation, sought the 
injunction against the Ho-
Chunk Legislature after the 
Legislature passed a 60-day 
budget.

WhiteEagle and the Execu-
tive Branch contended, by 
filing for the injunction, that 
the Legislature exceeded its 
Constitutional authority by 
passing a line-item budget. 
Resolution 6-24-20B, passed 
by the Legislature, incorporat-
ed specific line-item budgets 
for each department of the 
Executive Branch.

In the ruling, Judge Hunter 

explained that the Court ad-
opted a four-prong test for the 
purpose of evaluating requests 
for preliminary injunctions. 
The request from the Execu-
tive Branch and WhiteEagle 
met all four of those criteria.

The first prong for an in-
junction is the “No Adequate 
Remedy at Law,” meaning 
that money damages will not 
address the harm caused by 
the Legislature. In this case, 
the injunction is sought to 
“prevent the HCN Legisla-
ture from further interfering 
with the duties of the Ex-
ecutive Branch. Such relief 
is non-monetary and is only 
achievable through seeking 
an injunction as the plaintiffs 
are now doing. Therefore, the 
Court finds that the plaintiff 
has met the first prong,” the 
court document stated.

The second prong is “The 
threatened injury outweighs 
the harm of issuing an injunc-
tion.” The plaintiffs argue 
that the Legislature’s choice 
of reducing the Executive 
Branch’s 60-day budget with 
specific line items resulted in 
irreparable harm. Specifically, 
the plaintiffs allege that the 
line-item budget cuts led to 
layoffs of Executive Depart-
ment staff without input of the 
president or other Executive 
Department staff, Judge Hunt-
er stated in the document.

The plaintiffs state that this 
resulted in the firing of many 
employees within the Execu-

tive Branch and that many of 
those fired were members of 
the Ho-Chunk Nation. The 
result of the Legislature’s 
line-item budget, the plaintiffs 
allege, constituted a violation 
of the constitutionally guaran-
teed separation of powers. 

“The plaintiffs’ allegations 
are extremely serious con-
cerns that have potentially 
grave consequences for the 
Nation as the Legislature’s 
line-item budgets passed 
through continuing resolu-
tion appropriation bills could 
potentially have the effect of 
encroaching on the Executive 
Branch’s ability to ‘execute, 
administer, and enforce the 
laws of the Ho-Chunk Na-
tion necessary to exercise all 
powers delegated by the Gen-
eral Council and the Legisla-
ture...’” the court document 
stated.

Should the Court not grant 
the temporary restraining 
order, the Executive Branch 
could suffer irreparable harm, 
Judge Hunter stated in the 
document. 

The third prong is “There 
is a reasonable likelihood of 
success on the merits.” 

The plaintiffs’ contended 
that the Legislature’s actions 
“disguise a direct encroach-
ment of the constitutionally-
mandated duties of the 
Executive Branch and of the 
President by choosing not 
to appropriate funds for the 
2020-2021 Fiscal Year.’  The 

plaintiffs’ further allege that 
the HCN Legislature cannot 
demonstrate any constitution-
al basis for its exercise of is-
suing the budgets in continu-
ing resolutions in the manner 
that occurred.”

Judge Hunter wrote that 
“the Court cannot find any-
thing in Article V of the 
Ho-Chunk Nation Constitu-
tion that would allow such 
line-item budgeting to be 
passed through legislation in 
the manner referenced above. 
This implies a reasonable 
likelihood that the Legislature 
violated the Ho-Chunk Nation 
Constitution’s separation of 
powers clause under Article 
III § 3. Thus, the Court finds 
that there is a reasonable 
likelihood of success on the 
merits. 

The fourth and final prong 
of the preliminary injunction 
is “Granting the injunction 
serves the public interest.”

“A restraining order and 
preliminary injunction in this 
matter upholds the Ho-Chunk 
Nation’s Constitution, the 
Nation’s laws, and protects 
employees of the Ho-Chunk 
Nation, many of whom are 
members of the Nation, from 
potentially unnecessary lay-
offs. The Ho-Chunk Nation’s 
Constitution clearly states that 
‘No branch of government 
shall exercise the powers or 
function delegated to another 
branch,’” Judge Hunter wrote 
in her decision. 

“A violation of this clause 
has the effect of damaging 
the separate-but-equal con-
stitutional framework of the 
Nation. Additionally there are 
many people’s jobs that are 
stake when another branch 
unilaterally determines where 
and much money can be ap-
propriated for type of expense 
incurred within each branch 
and department of govern-
ment. Consequently, the Court 
finds that granting the tempo-
rary restraining order and pre-
liminary injunction serves the 
public interest,” Judge Hunter 
stated.

Judge Hunter declared that 
the Court will convene a 
Temporary Restraining Order 
Hearing telephonically at 9:00 
am Aug. 31, 2020, CDT.

“The defendants shall re-
frain from addressing any 
legislative budgetary mat-
ters schedule on August 31, 
2020, until the Court is able 
to render a decision regard-
ing the p1aintiff’s complaint, 
which the Court intends to do 
on an expedited basis,” Judge 
Hunter wrote.

However, the Ho-Chunk 
Nation Legislature met for an 
Emergency Legislative Meet-
ing on Saturday, Aug. 29, 
and passed a 63-day budget. 
The court has not issued a 
statement on whether or not 
the Legislature’s action is a 
violation of the court order 
declared the prior day. 



HO-CHUNK NATION 
LEGISLATURE

REGULAR MEETING
TRIBAL EXECUTIVE 

OFFICES
BLACK RIVER FALLS, WI

AUGUST 18, 2020
Call to Order: President 
Marlon White Eagle called 
the meeting to order at 10:02 
a.m.

Roll Call:
 President Marlon White Ea-

gle-P      
Vice President Karena Thun-

dercloud-P  
Rep. George Stacy-P 
Rep. Hinu Smith-VC
Rep. Conroy Greendeer, 

Jr.-P 
Rep. Stephanie Begay-VC
Rep. Kristin White Eagle-VC
Rep. Darren Brinegar-VC 
Rep. Lawrence Walker, Jr.-VC
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-P   
Rep. Matthew Mullen-

VC 
Rep. Robert TwoBears-EX  
Rep. Paul Fox-P
Rep. Kathyleen Lone Tree-

Whiterabbit-EX
VC-Video Conference

Determination of Quorum: 
Quorum is established at 
10:03 a.m.

Opening Prayer: President 
Marlon White Eagle offered a 
word of prayer.

Approval of Agenda:

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox to 
approve the agenda as present-
ed. Second by Vice President 
Karena Thundercloud. 11-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Approval of Previous Meet-
ing Minutes:

Legislative Meeting-August 
4, 2020

MOTION by Rep. Darren 
Brinegar to approve the Au-
gust 4, 2020 Legislative Meet-
ing minutes with corrections. 
Second by Rep. Kristin White 
Eagle. 11-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

Special Legislative Meeting-
August 11, 2020

MOTION by Rep. Darren 
Brinegar to approve the Au-
gust 11, 2020 Special Legis-
lative Meeting minutes with 
corrections. Second by Rep. 
Kristin White Eagle. 11-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Unfinished Business: 

COVID-19 Executive Branch 
Update

Department of Health

Executive Director of Health 
Kiana Beaudin was present via 
Webex. She stated that as of 
this morning, there are 84 pos-
itive cases on of COVID-19 
within Ho-Chunk Nation ju-
risdiction. Executive Director 
Beaudin also mentioned that 
key staff at Health have re-
signed, which has been over-
whelming for remaining staff. 

Legislative Counsel asked 
Executive Director Beaudin 
if the Masking Ordinance is 
being enforced. Executive Di-
rector Beaudin did not know, 
and had no update at this time. 
Rep. Brinegar requested sig-

nage at all Whitetail Crossings 
stating that the Nation now 
has a Masking Ordinance. Ad-
ditionally, most employees are 
unaware the Nation has the 
Masking Ordinance. 

Office of the President

No report.

Department of Business

Scott Marecek, Business Ana-
lyst was present to address the 
Legislature. He will update 
signage at Whitetail Crossings 
referencing the Masking Ordi-
nance. Mr. Marecek reported 
on the Ho-Chunk Gaming op-
erations status update. 

Rep. Kristin White Eagle 
thanked the Department of 
Business for their work and 
reports during the re-opening 
phases of the gaming facilities. 
Rep. White Eagle inquired 
how Department of Business 
is holding up during the pan-
demic, with this being a criti-
cal time to be short-staffed. 

Mr. Marecek stated that with 
the number of properties and 
operations and limited staff, 
the Department of Business 
has put some items on the 
back burner that they would 
rather not. Mr. Marecek men-
tioned that each property has 
skilled management teams. 
Mr. Marecek stated that De-
partment of Business will be 
looking at seeking additional 
positions with the future Ex-
ecutive Director of Business. 

It was asked who has over-
sight of Department of Busi-
ness right now. The President 
stated that the Executive Man-
agers have oversight of each 
property and Scott Marecek 
has signature authority within 
Department of Business. The 
President also stated that he 
submitted a nomination of Ex-
ecutive Director of Business 
to the Legislature for consid-
eration. 

10:36 a.m. President Mar-
lon White Eagle and Scott 
Marecek left the meeting to 
meet with Tribal Members 
Lisa Nichols and Robert Fun-
maker regarding a personnel 
issue. Vice President Karena 
Thundercloud chairs the meet-
ing.

Tribal Members that were 
in attendance at the meeting 
brought forward personnel 
concerns at the gaming facili-
ties. Specifically, that non-Ho-
Chunks were recalled before 
Ho-Chunk employees. Tribal 
Member Robert Funmaker 
stated that if these personnel 
issues are not going to be re-
solved, the Legislature needs 
to take action. 

NOTED FOR THE RE-
CORD: On April 28, 2020, 
the Legislature adopted Reso-
lution 04-28-20 A Quick Pas-
sage Procedure to Amend the 
Ho-Chunk Nation Employ-
ment Relations Act (6 HCC § 
5) which added “In the event 
that Ho-Chunk Nation tribal 
member employee layoffs oc-
cur pursuant to an Emergency 
Declaration under Chapter IX 
of the Employment Relations 
Act, all Ho-Chunk Nation 
tribal member employees who 
have been laid off shall be re-

called, based upon a timeline 
determined by the Executive 
Director of Personnel and con-
sistent with operational need.”

Office of General Council

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux to TABLE Office 
of General Council until Cari 
Fay is present. Second by Rep. 
Paul Fox. 11-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

Status Report of Previous 
General Council Resolutions

Legislative Counsel men-
tioned that this is a work in 
progress.

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle to TABLE Status 
Report of Previous General 
Council Resolution. Second 
by Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr. 
11-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

Illinois Gaming 

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux to TABLE Illinois 
Gaming. Second by Rep. Con-
roy Greendeer, Jr. 11-0-0 MO-
TION CARRIED.

District 4 Formerly District 5 
Restricted Account Status

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to TABLE District 4 Formerly 
District 5 Restricted Account 
Status. Second by Rep. Con-
roy Greendeer, Jr. 11-0-0 MO-
TION CARRIED.

Gaming Licenses and Gam-
ing Commission Update

Angie Liazuk, Gaming Com-
missioner Chairperson was 
present to address the Legisla-
ture. She reviewed her report, 
which spoke to: vendor and 
gaming licensures, monthly 
meetings, and an update on 
each gaming facility. 

Minors Trust Fund Commu-
nication

The 2nd Quarter 2020 Invest-
ment Commentary was for-
warded to the Legislature from 
the Treasurer. This was mailed 
out to all parents with children 
with trust funds.

Online Gaming

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle to move Online 
Gaming agenda item to Execu-
tive Session for today. Second 
by Rep. Sarah Lemieux. 11-0-
0 MOTION CARRIED.

Cranmoor School House

MOTION by Rep. Darren 
Brinegar to STRIKE Cran-
moor School House. Second 
by Rep. Sarah Lemieux. 11-0-
0 MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Authorization of 
a Business Site Land Lease 
on Lot 6 of the Blue Wing 
East Property #439 T 2163 
for Chester Dick & Courtnay 
Funmaker-Dick

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to TABLE Resolution-
Authorization of a Business 
Site Land Lease on Lot 6 of the 
Blue Wing East Property #439 
T 2163 for Chester Dick & 
Courtnay Funmaker-Dick un-
til after the area meetings for 
next month. Second by Rep. 
Conroy Greendeer, Jr. 11-0-0 

MOTION CARRIED.

It was mentioned that this was 
brought to the August 11, 2020 
Tomah Area Meeting. The area 
made a motion to table this un-
til next month. 

Tribal Member Roberta Deco-
rah mentioned that she thinks 
the land is intended for resi-
dential, and not for business. 
She expressed concerns over 
the increased traffic and park-
ing issues if this lease were 
to be approved. Also, if this 
lease was approved, it would 
take away from Tribal Mem-
bers who would like to build a 
home on that lot.

It was stated that this is listed 
as a Business Lease, but it is 
really for religious purposes. 
Melanie Mudd, Realty Divi-
sion, stated a site for religious 
purposes falls under the Busi-
ness Site Leasing Code.

New Business:

Resolution-Authorizing Ap-
plication by the Judiciary 
Branch for Bureau of Indian 
Affairs Grant

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux to TABLE Resolu-
tion-Authorizing Application 
by the Judiciary Branch for 
Bureau of Indian Affairs Grant 
at Judiciary’s request. Second 
by Rep. George Stacy. 11-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-In Support of the 
477 Federal Program Grant 
Application and Approval of 
Master Plan for July 2020-
June 2024

The Legislature inquired about 
the Ho-Chunk Nation’s unem-
ployment numbers. Depart-
ment of Labor will forward 
that information to the Legis-
lature. 

MOTION by Rep. George 
Stacy to adopt Resolution 08-
18-20 A, In Support of the 477 
Federal Program Grant Appli-
cation and Approval of Master 
Plan for July 2020-June 2024. 
Second by Rep. Paul Fox. 11-
0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Support for the 
University of Wisconsin-
Madison and Nelson Insti-
tute to Apply for the National 
Science Foundation ITEST 
Grant Funding for the Earth 
Partnership Indigenous Arts 
and Sciences Initiative

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle to adopt Resolu-
tion 08-18-20 B, Support for 
the University of Wisconsin-
Madison and Nelson Institute 
to Apply for the National Sci-
ence Foundation ITEST Grant 
Funding for the Earth Partner-
ship Indigenous Arts and Sci-
ences Initiative. Second by 
Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr. 
11-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Support for the 
Health Department to Pursue 
an MOA with Indian Health 
Service for the IHS CARES 
Act Funding

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux to adopt Resolution 
08-18-20 C, Support for the 
Health Department to Pursue 
an MOA with Indian Health 
Service for the IHS CARES 

Act Funding. Second by Rep. 
Darren Brinegar. 11-0-0 MO-
TION CARRIED.

Resolution-Quick Passage 
Procedure to Amend the Ho-
Chunk Nation Employment 
Relations Act

MOTION by Rep. Darren 
Brinegar to adopt Resolution 
08-18-20 D, Quick Passage 
Procedure to Amend the Ho-
Chunk Nation Employment 
Relations Act. Second by Rep. 
George Stacy. 7-3(Rep. Hinu 
Smith, Rep. Kristin White 
Eagle, Rep. Lawrence Walker, 
Jr.)-1(Rep. Matt Mullen) MO-
TION DEFEATED.

Quick Passage requires a 2/3 
affirmative vote.

Rep. Kristin White Eagle ex-
pressed her concerns of discre-
tionary transfers being done 
without the job being posted. 

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle to request Legis-
lative Counsel to bring forth a 
resolution to amend the ERA 
that Ho-Chunk tribal members 
will be sought out for the po-
sition first. MOTION DIES 
FOR A LACK OF A SEC-
OND.

11:30 a.m. Rep. Stephanie 
Begay was excused from the 
meeting. Rep. Begay will re-
turn later in the meeting.

Rep. Kristin White Eagle 
stated that the Legislature has 
to take action to ensure Ho-
Chunk preference is exercised 
when a discretionary transfer 
takes place.

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle to request Leg-
islative Counsel to draft an 
amendment to the ERA stat-
ing that Discretionary Trans-
fers must adhere to Ho-Chunk 
preference, and that any other 
instances should follow the 
process. MOTION DIES 
FOR A LACK OF A SEC-
OND.

Rep. Kristin White Eagle men-
tioned that she will continue 
to work on an ERA amend-
ment regarding Discretionary 
Transfers and add that to an 
upcoming Legislative Meeting 
agenda. 

Otoe Horse Bill

Rep. Hinu Smith stated that 
currently there is no money in 
the budget for this bill. 

MOTION by Rep. Hinu 
Smith to TABLE Otoe Horse 
Bill. Second by Rep. Conroy 
Greendeer, Jr. 10-0-0 MO-
TION CARRIED.

U.S. EDA CARES Proposal-
Legislative Program Man-
ager

Rep. Hinu Smith mentioned 
that this a follow-up to what 
the Legislature approved at 
last session. 

MOTION by Rep. Conroy 
Greendeer, Jr. to TABLE U.S. 
EDA CARES Proposal-Legis-
lative Program Manager until 
after Executive Session. Sec-
ond by Rep. Sarah Lemieux. 
9-1(Rep. Hinu Smith)-0 MO-
TION CARRIED.
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Resolution-Quick Passage to 
Amend the Confirmation of 
Executive Directors Act

MOTION by Rep. Hinu Smith 
to adopt Resolution 08-18-20 
E, Quick Passage to Amend 
the Confirmation of Execu-
tive Directors Act. Second by 
Rep. George Stacy. 6-3(Rep. 
Darren Brinegar, Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle, Rep. Lawrence 
Walker, Jr.)-1(Rep. Paul Fox) 
MOTION DEFEATED.

Quick Passage requires a 2/3 
affirmative vote.

Tribal Member Carol Garvin 
requested ELIO Longtail to 
request the President to return 
to the meeting.

Office of General Council 
(Revisited)

Cari Fay, General Council Ad-
vocate was present via Webex. 
We are still waiting to revise 
the contract for the AV vendor. 
She mentioned that there was 
an ad in the Worak regarding 
the online meeting for the An-
nual General Council on De-
cember 5, 2020. Ms. Fay also 
mentioned a “Mock Meeting” 
that will take place before the 
Annual Meeting.

Tribal Member Carol Garvin 
stated that in the latest issue 
of the Worak, the President 
writes about the former Attor-
ney General opinion and that 
the only way General Council 
could meet virtually is if it had 
procedures already in place, so 
General Council would have 
to meet in person to pass such 
procedures to allow for a vir-
tual meeting. General Coun-
cil has not voted on a virtual 
meeting, and she is unsure 
how the Nation can make this 
happen because those proce-
dures were to be in place. Ms. 
Garvin expressed her con-
cerns that the Office of Gen-
eral Council is taking it upon 
themselves, when the Office 
of General Council’s duty is 
to implement those proce-
dures that the General Council 
votes on or passes. She is not 
in agreement with the virtual 
meeting. She is unsure if the 
votes will be legal.

Ms. Fay stated that as far as 
virtual meetings go, there is 
nothing in the Ho-Chunk Na-
tion Constitution that prohib-
its a virtual meeting. As far 
as voting on that, that can be 
done in a virtual format. Pay-
out is dependent on funds 
availability. As far as in-per-
son goes, (Executive Direc-
tor of Health) Kiana Beaudin 
stated that mass gatherings is a 
high risk for people to contract 
COVID-19. Ms. Fay stated 
that she is not in favor of an 
in-person meeting. 

Tribal Member Carol Garvin 
stated that again, we have an 
office making decisions for 
the General Council. We can’t 
suppress the voters. As Ho-
Chunk People we have the 
right to meet. She stated that at 
the District 1 area meeting, a 
motion was made to host the 
Special General Council meet-
ing at the Pow-Wow grounds 
in Black River Falls, and opt-
ing to have it on Trust Land. 
She mentioned that it is safer 

to meet outside than in an en-
closed room. 

 12:03 p.m. President White 
Eagle returns to the meeting, 
and chairs the meeting.

Tribal Member Carol Garvin 
asked the President why he has 
not called for a Special Gen-
eral Council meeting yet. The 
President replied that there has 
not been a budget approved for 
the Special General Council 
meeting and there are no pro-
cedures in place. The meeting 
would have to be in person, 
and there are no procedures 
for a virtual meeting. The 
President also stated that one 
of the procedures of General 
Council is paying Tribal Mem-
bers $150. The procedures are 
only set by the body when 
they are together. The current 
procedures is that you have to 
pay the Tribal Members $150. 
President White Eagle also 
stated that an annual budget 
has not been approved yet. To 
look at it financially, it’s not 
even feasible. Not only that, 
health-wise, he is not going to 
put anyone in danger. 

Tribal Member Jim Delarosa 
stated a payout is not needed, 
and it wouldn’t hurt to send 
out a survey to see who would 
attend the meeting without a 
payout. 

Tribal Member Carol Garvin 
mentioned that she does not 
think it is fair to those areas 
who made motions at area 
meeting to call for a Special 
General Council for the Presi-
dent to ignore their request. 

Tribal Member Roberta Deco-
rah stated that there have been 
times in the past when there 
has been no payout at General 
Council. Mrs. Decorah spoke 
to the President and said that 
it is disheartening to hear that 
the Executive Branch is not 
working with the Legislative 
Branch. If we are going to get 
out of this pandemic, we need 
to work together. Mrs. Deco-
rah also mentioned the turn-
over in staff within the Presi-
dent’s Administration. 

The President stated that if 
he could see procedures that 
are being proposed for a vir-
tual meeting, and he thinks he 
outlined this pretty well in his 
letter in the Worak. The meet-
ing has to occur with everyone 
there, and that’s not safe. He is 
willing to keep everyone safe, 
as far as even saying “sue me.” 
He is going to keep people safe 
first. The President stated that 
the court is right over there, to 
file something, but you will 
have to wait 60 days until after 
the resolution passes (refer-
ring to Resolution 07-21-20 A, 
Request for Special General 
Council Meeting). His objec-
tive is to keep people safe. 

Tribal Member Jim Delarosa 
asked the President how he 
plans on hosting the December 
Annual General Council meet-
ing. The President replied that 
we do not know the future, and 
maybe the pandemic will be 
over by then. 

Ms. Cari Fay stated that she 
will have to reach out to Re-
alty to see how many square 
feet Andrew Blackhawk Pow-

Wow grounds is, in order to 
maintain social distancing. 

Amendment to the Agenda: 

MOTION by Rep. Hinu 
Smith to add the Special Gen-
eral Council proposed budget 
to the agenda for later today. 
Second by Rep. George Sta-
cy. 7-3(Rep. Darren Brinegar, 
Rep. Matt Mullen, Rep. Law-
rence Walker, Jr.)-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. Rep. Stephanie 
Begay was offline during vote 
count. 

Lunch break:

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to break for lunch. Second by 
Vice President Karena Thun-
dercloud. 9-1(Rep. Matt Mul-
len)-0 MOTION CARRIED. 
Rep. Stephanie Begay was of-
fline during vote count.

12:43 p.m.

Call to Order: President 
Marlon White Eagle called 
the meeting to order at 1:31 
p.m.

Roll Call:

President Marlon White Ea-
gle-P

Vice President Karena Thun-
dercloud-P  

Rep. George Stacy-P 
Rep. Hinu Smith-VC
Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr.-

VC 1:35
Rep. Stephanie Begay-VC
Rep. Kristin White Eagle-VC
Rep. Darren Brinegar-VC 
Rep. Lawrence Walker, Jr.-VC
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-P   
Rep. Matthew Mullen-VC
Rep. Robert TwoBears-EX  
Rep. Paul Fox-P
Rep. Kathyleen Lone Tree-

Whiterabbit-EX
VC-Video Conference
Determination of Quorum: 
Quorum is established at 1:33 
p.m.

District Meetings:

D1 Black River Falls-August 
12, 2020

MOTION by Vice President 
Karena Thundercloud to refer 
to the General Council Branch 
the MOTION by Carol Garvin 
to hold Special General Coun-
cil at the Andrew Blackhawk 
Pow-Wow Grounds. Second 
by Rep. Hinu Smith. 10-0-
1(Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr.) 
MOTION CARRIED.

READ FOR THE RECORD:

MOTION by Carol Garvin to 
have the President give the 
Legislature a 2 week notice 
prior to terminating At-Will 
employees.

MOTION by Vice President 
Karena Thundercloud to refer 
to Legislative Counsel and 
Department of Justice the MO-
TION by Carol Garvin for the 
Legislature to implement the 
Constitutional Reform Work-
group with an attorney. 11-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Vice President 
Karena Thundercloud to re-
fer to the ERA Workgroup the 
MOTION by Carol Garvin 
for the President and Legis-
lature to not appoint persons 
with felony backgrounds to 
their staff. Second by Rep. 

Hinu Smith. 11-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

NOTED FOR THE RE-
CORD:

The Legislative Branch con-
ducts background checks on 
all Legislative staff prior to 
employment. 

MOTION by Rep. Hinu 
Smith to add an ERA Amend-
ment addressing employees 
with felons to certain positions 
to the next Legislative Meet-
ing agenda. Second by Rep. 
George Stacy. MOTION IS 
WITHDRAWN. 

NOTED FOR THE RE-
CORD:

Rep. Hinu Smith will add this 
to the next Legislative Meet-
ing agenda.

D1 Wausau-August 11, 2020

No motions.

D2 La Crosse-August 10, 
2020

MOTION by Rep. Conroy 
Greendeer, Jr. to refer to Office 
of the President and Education 
the MOTION by Adam Kruse 
to bring back the Homeschool 
Coordinator position. Second 
by Rep. Stephanie Begay. 11-
0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Conroy 
Greendeer, Jr. to refer to Of-
fice of the President, Social 
Services and Education the 
MOTION by Melanie Stacy 
for OOP to direct both Depart-
ment of Social Services and 
Education Department to work 
on an education recovery plan 
and how they will assist fami-
lies through the pandemic. 
Second by Rep. Kristin White 
Eagle. 11-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Conroy 
Greendeer, Jr. to refer to Office 
of the President, Department 
of Health, and the Emergency 
Management Coordinator the 
MOTION by Susan Waukon 
for Executive Branch to draft 
a Recovery Plan which would 
address the following: 1. Pub-
lic Health Issues 2. Govern-
ment Services. Second by 
Rep. Kristin White Eagle. 11-
0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

President White Eagle stated 
that an Incident Recovery Plan 
is in draft form already.

READ FOR THE RECORD:

MOTION by Perry Carrimon 
to have Joe Keenan present at 
the next area meeting.

D2 Tomah-August 11, 2020

No motions.

D2 Mauston-August 12, 2020

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle to refer to the 
next Housing Committee 
meeting the MOTION by Parr 
Decorah for the Ho-Chunk 
Nation to fund gravel on Boss 
Thunder Road and to include 
other community driveways 
in Waksikma. Second by Rep. 
Conroy Greendeer, Jr. 11-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle to refer to Leg-

islative Counsel for a plan to 
be developed for the District 2 
Representatives regarding the 
MOTION by Gerald Cleve-
land to have D2 Area Meetings 
for the Waksikma community 
and to continue with these at 
the community building, not-
ing that there is no stipend 
during the pandemic. Second 
by Rep. Conroy Greendeer, 
Jr. 10-1(Rep. Hinu Smith)-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

READ FOR THE RECORD:

MOTION by Parr Decorah 
to request Legislature to seek 
funding and plan for Tribal-
wide Broadband. 

Rep. Kristin White Eagle stat-
ed that the Nation has initia-
tives to address this.

D2 Baraboo-August 13, 2020

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle to refer to Legis-
lative Counsel for an opinion 
and next steps regarding the 
MOTION by Cindy Lonetree 
to take the next highest vote-
getter from the previous elec-
tion as the ALTERNATE D2 
General Council volunteer 
planner. Second by Rep. Con-
roy Greendeer, Jr. 10-0-1(Rep. 
George Stacy) MOTION 
CARRIED.

READ FOR THE RECORD:

MOTION by Jim Delarosa to 
support Wild Bearies proposal 
to obtain an agricultural lease 
to farm the land as proposed.

D3 Green Bay-August 11, 
2020

No motions.

Wittenberg-August 11, 2020

MOTION by Rep. Lawrence 
Walker, Jr. to refer to Office of 
the President and Treasury the 
MOTION by Lanette Walker 
to request from Treasury an 
explanation on why taxes were 
not taken out of the February 
2020 and May 2020 Per capita 
Distribution. Second by Rep. 
Darren Brinegar. 11-0-0 MO-
TION CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Lawrence 
Walker, Jr. to refer to Legisla-
tive Counsel and Judiciary the 
MOTION by Myrna Little-
wolf because of the pandemic, 
to request Judiciary streamline 
the process for youth to access 
their Children’s Trust Fund for 
educational items needed for 
the 2020-2021 school year. 
Second by Rep. Darren Brin-
egar. 10-0-0 MOTION CAR-
RIED. Rep. Hinu Smith was 
offline during vote count.

D3 Madison and Milwaukee-
August 12, 2020

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux to refer to Office of 
the President, Department of 
Justice and the Finance Com-
mittee the MOTION by Cher 
Laubmeier to consider re-
instating Melissa, Election 
Board Advocate. Second by 
Rep. Darren Brinegar. 11-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Rep. Darren Brinegar stated 
that there were no motions 
made at the August 12, 2020 
Milwaukee District Meeting. 
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The meeting minutes were not 
included in the Legislative 
Meeting packet.

D3 Wisconsin Rapids-August 
13, 2020

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux to refer to the Legis-
lative Attorneys the MOTION 
by Ona Garvin to request HCN 
Legislature and the Nekoosa 
School District to look at the 
compact deduct agreement, 
review it with the Nikusara 
Community School Board and 
to revise the agreement to ac-
commodate our Ho-Chunk 
children to have computer 
and internet access in order 
to participate in remote/dis-
tant learning from their home 
and provide for tutors, if nec-
essary for Wood County stu-
dents. Second by Rep. Law-
rence Walker, Jr. 10-0-1(Rep. 
Darren Brinegar) MOTION 
CARRIED.

NOTED FOR THE RE-
CORD:

Rep. Darren Brinegar ab-
stained as his mother was the 
second on that motion.

D4 Chicago-August 10, 2020

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox to 
refer to the Housing Commit-
tee the MOTION by Sunshine 
Thunderchief that Housing 
Department must provide de-
tailed information to District 
4 Area Housing Fund that has 
been held and estimated to be 
$1.5 million dollars worth of 
funding, by no later than No-
vember 5, 2020. Tribal Mem-
bers want to know the purpose 
under the Ho-Chunk Nation 
of these available funds, the 
specifics of its required use, 
the date these monies must be 
use by the details of the true 
amount and interest accrues. 
Second by Rep. Matt Mullen. 
11-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to refer to Legislative Counsel 
the MOTION by Chris White-
wing that Legislators follow 
our Legal guidance and to 

follow the Federal Charter to 
re-organize the 12 Clans and 
replace its Board of Directors. 
Second by Rep. Matt Mullen. 
10-0-1(Rep. Conroy Green-
deer, Jr.) MOTION CAR-
RIED.

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to refer to the Administration 
Department the MOTION 
by Sunshine Thunderchief to 
have the Chicago Branch Of-
fice cleaned and sanitized by 
a professional company, prior 
to a week of the Branch Office 
opening. Second by Rep. Matt 
Mullen. 11-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

READ FOR THE RECORD:

MOTION by Chris Whitewing 
to have all the District 4 Legis-
lators fully support the Illinois 
Gaming Project and to con-
tinue forward with the project. 

D4 Twin Cities-August 13, 
2020

READ FOR THE RECORD:

Rep. TwoBears discussed 
and gave a report on how the 
Legislators worked with the 
Department of Education to 
restore the funds. The St. Paul/
Minneapolis Area wanted to 
THANK the Legislative body 
for saving this program.

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to refer to the General Council 
Branch the MOTION by Ro-
setta Hunt at the Special Gen-
eral Council to NOT pay and 
waive the $150 payout. Sec-
ond by Rep. Matt Mullen. 11-
0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to refer to the Development 
Committee the MOTION by 
Rosetta Hunt to put Robert Pi-
lot on the agenda of the Devel-
opment Committee meeting 
August 25, 2020 and put Mr. 
Pilot first on the agenda for 
presentation. Second by Rep. 
Matt Mullen. 11-0-0 MO-
TION CARRIED.

Executive Session:

MOTION by Vice Presi-
dent Karena Thundercloud to 
move into Executive Session. 
Second by Rep. Paul Fox. 10-
1(Rep. Matt Mullen)-0 MO-
TION CARRIED.

10:11 a.m.

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to move into Open Session. 
Second by Vice President 
Karena Thundercloud. 11-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

1:41 p.m.

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to ratify all action taken 
in Executive Session. Second 
by Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr. 
11-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

Release to Open Session: 

CARES Act Proposals 

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux to approve the fol-
lowing CARES Act Propos-
als: 1) Department of Hous-
ing: $100,000 for unspecified 
positions, $5,000 for PPE, 
$10,000 for Cleaning Sup-
plies, $150,320 for renova-
tion of unit, $255,000 for 
renovation of unit, $231,220 
for renovation of unit, $8,000 
for building operational costs, 
$20,000 for disposal of waste, 
for a total of $779,540 2) De-
partment of Social Services: 
$7,679.10 for ¼ x 23 x 59 
Sneeze Guards, $15,000 for 
Sneeze Guards (desks/tables), 
$13,500 for Sneeze Guards for 
Serving Windows, $9,372 for 
UV Coil Purifier for Furnace, 
$422.75 for Insulated Delivery 
Bags TT45, $403.85 for In-
sulated Delivery Bags TT30, 
$868 for Scott Essential Elec-
tric Hand Soap Dispensers, 
$1,080 for Kimberly-Clark 
Touchless Paper Towel Dis-
pensers, $2,562.25 for Purell 
2425 DS Black Touch Free 
Hand Sanitizer, $1,119.84 for 
Braun No Touch Thermom-
eters, $250,000 for Food As-
sistance, $56,250 for Tem-
porary Lodging Assistance, 
$11,200 for State Park Passes 
and $10,000 for Fuel Costs 
for a total of $379,457.69 3) 

Department of Justice: $420 
for masks, $1,836 for Masks 
for Surveillance, $1,250 for 
Gloves, $1,440 for HEPA Air 
Filters, $3,120 for Disinfectant 
Concentrate, $648 for Shop 
Rags for a total of $8,714 4) 
Heritage Preservation (Vet-
eran Affairs): $20,000 for the 
Veterans Pandemic Response 
Team 5) Personnel: $18,360 
for the Elder Liaison posi-
tion 6) DNR: $20,243 for the 
DNR Response Team Spe-
cial Project Lead position 7) 
Department of Education: 
$37,944 for two (2) Online 
Learning Response Coordina-
tors, $24,480 for one (1) Com-
munication/Outreach Program 
Manager, $24,978 for one (1) 
COVID Resource Administra-
tor and $6,000 for Disability 
Rights Wisconsin for a total 
of $93,402 8) Department 
of Labor: $20,400 for one 
(1) Occupational Safety and 
Health Officer, $20,400 for 
one (1) Emergency Manage-
ment Director, $300 for hand 
sanitizer, $125 for gloves, 
$130 for masks, $133 for Ly-
sol Wipes, $192 for Lysol 
Spray, $34 for face shields for 
a total of $41,714 9) HHCDA: 
$2.5 million for construction 
of 10 tiny homes in the Mis-
sion, 5 tiny homes in Ho-
Chunk Prairie, 5 tiny homes in 
Indian Heights, 5 tiny homes 
in Chak-hah-chee, and 3 tiny 
homes in Potch-chee-nunk 
for a total of $2.5 million 10) 
Department of Business 
– Essential Workers Re-
imbursements: $5,686,602 
for Essential Workers Reim-
bursements 11) Office of the 
President: $18,768 for the 
Office Information Specialist 
position 12) Department of 
Business – PPE Reimburse-
ment: $696,116 for PPE Re-
imbursement 13) Legislature: 
$25,000 for the Economic Re-
covery position 14) Depart-
ment of Labor: $250,000 for 
PPE for the Ho-Chunk Nation, 
and release to Open Session. 
The grand total of all CARES 
Act Proposals is $10,537,917. 
All approved CARES Act 
positions are funded for 17 
weeks, starting September 7, 

2020. Second by Rep. Hinu 
Smith. 10-0-1(Rep. Matt Mul-
len) MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Appointment of 
Michael Owen As Ho-Chunk 
Nation Gaming Commission-
er

MOTION by Vice President 
Karena Thundercloud to adopt 
Resolution 08-18-20 F, Ap-
pointment of Michael Owen 
As Ho-Chunk Nation Gam-
ing Commissioner. Second by 
Rep. George Stacy. 8-2(Rep. 
Darren Brinegar, Rep. Matt 
Mullen)-0 MOTION CAR-
RIED. Rep. Kristin White 
Eagle away during vote count.

Resolution-Appointment of 
Quintin Allen As Ho-Chunk 
Nation Gaming Commis-
sioner

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to adopt Resolution 
08-18-20 G, Appointment of 
Quintin Allen As Ho-Chunk 
Nation Gaming Commis-
sioner. Second by Vice Presi-
dent Karena Thundercloud. 
7-3(Rep. George Stacy, Rep. 
Darren Brinegar, Rep. Matt 
Mullen)-0 MOTION CAR-
RIED. Rep. Kristin White 
Eagle away during vote count. 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to release the resolu-
tions regarding Gaming Com-
missioner appointments to 
Open Session. Second by Rep. 
George Stacy. 10-0-0 MO-
TION CARRIED. Rep. Kris-
tin White Eagle away during 
vote count.

Adjournment:

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to adjourn. The next Special 
Legislative Meeting will take 
place Monday, August 24, 
2020 at 10:00 a.m. at the Trib-
al Office Building in Black 
River Falls, WI. Second by 
Vice President Karena Thun-
dercloud. 10-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

The Legislative Meeting ad-
journed at 6:23 p.m.
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HO-CHUNK NATION 
LEGISLATURE

SPECIAL MEETING
TRIBAL EXECUTIVE 

OFFICES
BLACK RIVER FALLS, WI

AUGUST 24, 2020
Call to Order: President 
Marlon White Eagle called 
the meeting to order at 10:02 
a.m.

Roll Call: 

President Marlon White Ea-
gle-P  

Vice President Karena Thun-
dercloud-EX  

Rep. George Stacy-P 
Rep. Hinu Smith-VC
Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr.-P
Rep. Stephanie Begay-P
Rep. Kristin White Eagle-EX
Rep. Darren Brinegar-VC 
Rep. Lawrence Walker, Jr.-EX
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-P   
Rep. Matthew Mullen-VC
Rep. Robert TwoBears-VC  
Rep. Paul Fox-P
Rep. Kathyleen Lone Tree-

Whiterabbit-P
VC-Video  Conference 

Determination of Quorum: 
Quorum is established at 
10:03 a.m.

Opening Prayer: President 
Marlon White Eagle offered a 
word of prayer.

Approval of Agenda:

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox to 
approve the agenda as present-
ed. Second by Rep. Kathyleen 
Lone Tree-Whiterabbit. 10-0-
0 MOTION CARRIED.

New Business:

Department of Housing 
Heavy Equipment Request 
$194,250-Referred from the 
August 20, 2020 Housing 
Committee Meeting

It was asked if the Department 
of Housing can get updated 
quotes, as the quotes included 
in the packet have expired. 
Executive Director of Housing 
Heather Cloud stated that they 
can ask for updated quotes, but 
they are not getting responses 
from vendors because the ven-
dors keep providing the same 

information. Executive Di-
rector Cloud stated that the 
Department of Housing staff 
goes above and beyond to help 
out Tribal Members. The mini 
excavator is used for funerals, 
and the equipment has broken 
down multiple times and is in 
need of being replaced. Execu-
tive Director Cloud also stated 
that the Department of Health 
utilizes DNR’s heavy equip-
ment to complete work.

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux to TABLE Depart-
ment of Housing Heavy 
Equipment Request $194,250. 
Second by Rep. Stephanie Be-
gay. 10-0-0 MOTION CAR-
RIED.

Department of Housing Bud-
getary Concerns-Referred 
from the August 20, 2020 
Housing Committee Meeting

Executive Director Cloud ex-
pressed concerns of the De-
partment of Housing’s 60 day 
budget. For the next 90-day 
budget, she would like the 
Home Ownership Manager 

included, as there are still hun-
dreds of tribal members in-
quiring about the Home Own-
ership Program and services. 
She would also like operating 
funds, office supplies, safety 
supplies and postage in the 
next budget as staff have been 
paying for these costs out of 
their own pockets. 

CARES Act Funding for 
School Supplies

Rep. Darren Brinegar men-
tioned that parents may have 
struggles to purchase school 
supplies for their children. 
There was discussion of offer-
ing one $50 gift card per stu-
dent. 

Rep. Stephanie Begay in-
quired if Department of Edu-
cation has already processed 
this request, as Rep. Begay 
seen a voucher in the voucher 
program for 760 gift cards. 
Bethany Redbird, School 
Community Relations Direc-
tor stated that those gift cards 
are for the Johnson O’Malley 
(JOM) students in Wisconsin. 

Executive Director of Educa-
tion Nehomah Thundercloud 
expressed concerns of this as-
sistance being applied evenly 
across the board for students. 
Whatever restrictions the Na-
tion implements locally, she 
would like those applied na-
tionally. 

The Ho-Chunk Nation does 
not have JOM Indian Educa-
tion Committees (IECs) in 
Green Bay, St. Paul, Milwau-
kee and Chicago. These stu-
dents, as well as all District 4 
(At-Large) students will be eli-
gible to receive a $50 Walmart 
gift card for school supplies. 
The anticipated number of stu-
dents in the at-large area who 
need this assistance is 300.

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to TABLE CARES Act 
Funding for School Supplies 
to the Finance Committee 
Meeting on Wednesday, and to 
request the Legislative Budget 
Analyst to indicate a funding 
source. Second by Rep. Con-
roy Greendeer, Jr. MOTION 
Continued on Page 11
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AMENDED to TABLE un-
til after Executive Session. 
Second concurs. 10-0-0 MO-
TION CARRIED.

Rep. Begay thanked Bethany 
Redbird for all her hard work 
helping the students. Every 
time the Legislature has asked 
her anything, she was right 
there willing to help. 

Resolution-In Support for the 
Indian Education Discretion-
ary Grant Programs: Dem-
onstration Grants for Indian 
Children Funding

MOTION by Rep. Kath-
yleen Lone Tree-Whiterabbit 
to adopt Resolution 08-24-
20 A, In Support for the In-
dian Education Discretionary 
Grant Programs: Demonstra-
tion Grants for Indian Chil-
dren Funding. Second by Rep. 
Stephanie Begay. 10-0-0 MO-
TION CARRIED.

Resolution-Authorization of 
Matching Funds for the An-
nual Wisconsin Department 
of Health Services Division of 
Care and Treatment Services 
Grant

MOTION by Rep. Kath-
yleen Lone Tree-Whiterabbit 
to adopt Resolution 08-24-20 
B, Authorization of Matching 
Funds for the Annual Wis-
consin Department of Health 
Services Division of Care and 
Treatment Services Grant and 
that this could be budgeted in 
the new/matching grant line 
item in general fund bud-
get to provide the match of 
$5,810.83 for the CST Project 
Facilitator position payroll ex-
pense. Second by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux. 10-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

Executive Session: 

MOTION by Rep. Kathyleen 
Lone Tree-Whiterabbit to 

move into Executive Session. 
Second by Rep. Paul Fox. 10-
0-0 MOTION CARRIED. 

10:54 a.m.

Rep. Hinu Smith is excused at 
11:04 a.m.

MOTION by Rep. Kathyleen 
Lone Tree-Whiterabbit to 
move into Open Session. Sec-
ond by Rep. Paul Fox. 9-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

11:34 a.m.

Resolution-Continuing Reso-
lution for Annual Fiscal Year 
2020-21 Budgets

MOTION by Rep. Kathyleen 
Lone Tree-Whiterabbit to TA-
BLE Resolution-Continuing 
Resolution for Annual Fis-
cal Year 2020-21 Budgets to 
Special Legislative Meeting 
on Monday, August 31, 2020. 
Second by Rep. Paul Fox. 9-0-

0 MOTION CARRIED. 

New Business (Re-visited):

Department of Housing 
Heavy Equipment Request 
$194,250-Referred from the 
August 20, 2020 Housing 
Committee Meeting (Re-vis-
ited)

MOTION by Rep. Kathyleen 
Lone Tree-Whiterabbit to 
TABLE Department of Hous-
ing Heavy Equipment Request 
$194,250 to the Special Legis-
lative Meeting on August 31, 
2020. Second by Rep. Paul 
Fox. 9-0-0 MOTION CAR-
RIED.

CARES Act Funding for 
School Supplies (Re-visited)

EMERGENCY BASIS MO-
TION by Rep. Kathyleen 
Lone Tree-Whiterabbit to ap-
prove $15,000 from CARES 
Act funding for back to school 

PPE for Milwaukee and Green 
Bay students in Wisconsin and 
all At-Large students. Second 
by Rep. Paul Fox. 9-0-0 MO-
TION CARRIED.

Emergency Motion requires 
an affirmative vote of 2/3 of all 
present Legislators in order 
for action to be taken in accor-
dance with the motion.

Adjournment:

MOTION by Rep. Kathyleen 
Lone Tree-Whiterabbit to ad-
journ to a Special Legislative 
Meeting on Monday, August 
31, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. at the 
Tribal Office Building in 
Black River Falls, WI. Second 
by Rep. Paul Fox. 9-0-0 MO-
TION CARRIED.

The Special Legislative Meet-
ing adjourned at 11:34 a.m.

HO-CHUNK NATION 
LEGISLATURE

EMERGENCY SPECIAL 
MEETING

TRIBAL EXECUTIVE 
OFFICES

BLACK RIVER FALLS, WI
AUGUST 29, 2020

Call to Order: President 
Marlon White Eagle called 
the meeting to order at 10:04 
a.m.

Roll Call: 

President Marlon White Ea-
gle-P       

Vice President Karena Thun-
dercloud-P  

Rep. George Stacy-P 
Rep. Hinu Smith-P
Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr.-

VC
Rep. Stephanie Begay-P
Rep. Kristin White Eagle-

EX 
Rep. Darren Brinegar-EX 
Rep. Lawrence Walker, Jr.-VC
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-VC  
Rep. Matthew Mullen-VC 

10:13 a.m.
Rep. Robert TwoBears-EX  
Rep. Paul Fox-VC
Rep. Kathyleen Lone Tree-

Whiterabbit-VC
VC-Video Conference
Determination of Quorum: 
Quorum is established at 
10:06 a.m.

Opening Prayer: President 
Marlon White Eagle offered a 
word of prayer.

Approval of Agenda:

MOTION by Vice President 
Karena Thundercloud to ap-
prove the agenda as presented. 
Second by Rep. Hinu Smith. 
10-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

During discussion: 

President Marlon White Eagle 

announced that he will excuse 
himself at 11:00 a.m. to attend 
a funeral. 

Rep. Kathyleen Lone Tree-
Whiterabbit mentioned it was 
a miscalculation on her part 
when she made the motion to 
adjourn to Monday, August 
31, 2020. She did ask what 
the deadline was, and she was 
given the deadline of August 
31, which is what she believed 
to be true when she made that 
motion. However, today is the 
60th day, so we need to take 
action today in order to fund 
our government. She hopes 
everyone can appreciate the 
dire situation that that puts the 
Nation in if we don’t pass a 
budget today. 

Unfinished Business:

Resolution-Continuing Reso-
lution for Annual Fiscal Year 
2020-21 Budgets

MOTION by Rep. Kathyleen 
Lone Tree-Whiterabbit to 
adopt Resolution 08-29-20 A, 
Continuing Resolution for An-
nual Fiscal Year 2020-21 Bud-
gets for a 63-day budget which 
would go to October 31, 2020. 
Second by Rep. Hinu Smith. 
MOTION IS AMENDED to 
include: in order to avert the 
imminent threat of shutdown 
of the Nation’s government, 
programs, enterprises, and 
operations, and protect the fi-
nancial standing of the Nation. 
Second concurs. 9-1(Rep. 
Matt Mullen)-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

During discussion, before vote 
was taken: 

Rep. Hinu Smith stated that 
she hopes the budgets include 
no new layoffs. 

Kelley Thundercloud, Legisla-
tive Budget Analyst inquired 
regarding the gaming budget, 
if that was going to be a 63-
day budget of the 90-day bud-
get they submitted. Rep. Lone 
Tree-Whiterabbit stated that 
she is looking to approve a 63-
day budget, going to October 
31, 2020.

Executive Director of Social 
Services Rosella Stanley ex-
pressed her concern of cutting 
key staff from Social Services.

Vice President Thundercloud 
stated that the Legislature 
will not be looking at budget 
increases or budgets mods at 
this meeting. Those options 
will still be available through 
Office of the President. 

Executive Director of Hous-
ing Heather Cloud stated that 
her budget mod took a month 
to get to the Legislature, and 
there are budget mods within 
Treasury that have not made 
their way downstairs because 
Treasury is short-staffed. Di-
rector Cloud also agreed with 
Director Stanley’s concern 
that critical staff were elimi-
nated from the previous 60-
day budget. 

Legislative Budget Analyst 
Kelley Thundercloud stated 
that the casino budgets will be 
going off what was submitted 
on Thursday.

Rep. Begay stated that the po-
sitions that were moded into 
the budget during the last 60-
day budget will still be in the 
budget, as well as CARES Act 
positions. 

Executive Director of Labor 
Angela Ward mentioned that 
Executive Directors had no in-
put in their budgets when they 

are the ones who oversee their 
budget and department. Out 
of respect, the communication 
would have been great. She 
expressed concerns of layoffs 
and the hardship tribal em-
ployees have encountered due 
to layoffs. Jean Stacy, Division 
Manager of Elder Program, 
advocated for elder workers 
to be restored in the budget 
and for them to start working 
again. 

Department of Justice Attor-
ney Erik Shircel mentioned 
that it appears within the bud-
get document that there is no 
funding for surveillance direc-
tors at the gaming facilities. 
Those positions will have to 
be within the next budget to 
remain compliant with gaming 
regulations. 

Vice President Thundercloud 
stated that she understands 
the frustration of everyone, 
as the Legislature shares the 
same frustrations. Department 
of Business previously sug-
gested 60-day projections for 
budgets, which was the rec-
ommendation the Legislature 
is moving forward with. The 
priority right now is to keep 
as many services available as 
possible. 

Treasurer Crystal Deschinny 
shared the Nation’s current 
“fragile” financial state. She 
mentioned a multi-million-
dollar shortfall. The COV-
ID-19 pandemic severely im-
pacted the Nation. The Nation 
needs to be cautious moving 
forward. 

Executive Director of Health 
Kiana Beaudin respectfully re-
quested that the Executive Di-
rectors be consulted in regards 
to their budgets. 

President Marlon White Eagle 
stated that Office of the Presi-
dent requested spending caps 
for 60 days, which would al-
low the Executive Branch to 
have a true continuation. This 
was not the case. 

11:11 a.m. President Marlon 
White Eagle excused himself 
from the meeting to attend a 
funeral.

Treasurer Deschinny stated 
that we could potentially be 
over budget right now. With 
the uncertainty of the pandem-
ic and performance of the ca-
sinos, we are setting ourselves 
up to be over budget. We have 
to be cautious. 

11:15 a.m. the meeting took a 
short break for the Legislative 
Budget Analyst to calculate 
the final 63-day budgets. 

11:35 a.m. the meeting contin-
ues.

Final 63-day budget numbers 
are added into the resolution 
and vote count is taken. 

New Business:

No agenda items.

Executive Session: 

No agenda items.

Adjournment:

MOTION by Rep. Kathyleen 
Lone Tree-Whiterabbit to ad-
journ the Emergency Special 
Legislative Meeting. Second 
by Rep. Stephanie Begay. 10-
0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

The Emergency Special Leg-
islative Meeting adjourned at 
11:43 a.m.

HO-CHUNK NATION 
LEGISLATURE

SPECIAL MEETING
TRIBAL EXECUTIVE 

OFFICES
BLACK RIVER FALLS, WI

AUGUST 31, 2020
Call to Order: President 
Marlon White Eagle called 
the meeting to order at 
10:21 a.m.

Roll Call: 
President Marlon White Ea-

gle-P
Vice President Karena Thun-

dercloud-P  
Rep. George Stacy-P 
Rep. Hinu Smith-P
Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr.-

EX
Rep. Stephanie Begay-P
Rep. Kristin White Eagle-VC
Rep. Darren Brinegar-VC 

Rep. Lawrence Walker, Jr.-EX
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-VC  
Rep. Matthew Mullen-VC
Rep. Robert TwoBears-VC  
Rep. Paul Fox-P
Rep. Kathyleen Lone Tree-

Whiterabbit-VC

VC-Video Conference
Determination of Quo-
rum:

Quorum is established at 
10:22 a.m.
Opening Prayer:
President Marlon White Ea-
gle offered a word of prayer.
Approval of Agenda:
MOTION by Rep. Paul 
Fox to approve agenda as 
presented.  Second by Vice 

President Karena Thunder-
cloud. 11-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.
Unfinished Business:
Department of Housing 
Heavy Equipment Request 
$194,250-Referred from 
the August 20, 2020 Hous-
ing Committee Meeting

Continued from Page 10
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MOTION by Vice Presi-
dent Karena Thundercloud 
to refer the Department of 
Housing Heavy Equipment 
request to the Finance Com-
mittee.  Second by Rep. 
Darren Brinegar.  9-2(Rep. 
Robert TwoBears, Rep. 
Kathyleen Lone Tree-Whit-
erabbit)-0 MOTION CAR-
RIED.
NOTED FOR THE RE-
CORD: EDOH Cloud has 
to make sure if the bids 
were still valid.  
 
New Business: No agenda 
item
1st Executive Session: 
MOTION by Rep. Darren 
Brinegar to move to Ex-
ecutive Session with only 
Legislators, Legislative At-
torney’s and DOJ Attorney 
Wendy Huling.  Second 
by Vice President Karena 
Thundercloud. 11-0-0 MO-
TION CARRIED.
10:37 a.m.
MOTION by Rep. Hinu 
Smith to return to Open 
Session. Second by Rep. 
Paul Fox. 11-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 
12:07 p.m.
MOTION by Rep. Kath-
yleen Lone Tree-Whiterab-
bit to ratify all action taken 
in Executive Session.  Sec-
ond by Rep. Darren Brin-
egar. 11-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 
Lunch Break:
MOTION by Rep. Stepha-
nie Begay to break for lunch 
for one hour. Second by 
Rep. Paul Fox. 11-0-0 MO-
TION CARRIED. 

12:09 p.m.  
Call to Order: Vice Presi-
dent Karena Thundercloud 
called the meeting to order 
at 1:13 p.m.
Roll Call: 
President Marlon White Ea-

gle-EX
Vice President Karena Thun-

dercloud-P  
Rep. George Stacy-P 
Rep. Hinu Smith-P
Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr.-

EX
Rep. Stephanie Begay-P
Rep. Kristin White Eagle-VC
Rep. Darren Brinegar-VC 
Rep. Lawrence Walker, Jr.-EX
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-VC  
Rep. Matthew Mullen-VC
Rep. Robert TwoBears-VC  
Rep. Paul Fox-P
Rep. Kathyleen Lone Tree-

Whiterabbit-VC
VC-Video Conference
Determination of Quo-
rum: 
Quorum is established at 
1:14 p.m.
Amendment to the Agen-
da:
MOTION by Rep. Kath-
yleen Lone Tree-Whiter-
abbit to add Resolution-
Quick Passage Procedure 
to Amend the Confirmation 
Process of the Executive 
Directors for the Ho-Chunk 
Nation Acts under Unfin-
ished Business.  Second by 
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 10-
1(Rep. Darren Brinegar)-0 
MOTION CARRIED.  
MOTION by Rep. Mat-
thew Mullen to add Lyn-
wood vacant house issue to 
the agenda.  Second by Rep. 
George Stacy. 9-2(Rep. 
Darren Brinegar, Rep. Rob-
ert TwoBears)-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

Unfinished Business:
Resolution-Quick Passage 
Procedure to Amend the 
Confirmation Process of 
the Executive Directors for 
the Ho-Chunk Nation Acts
Legislative Counsel Mi-
chael Murphy e-mailed 
copy of Quick Passage 
amendment of the Confir-
mation Act 8-18-20-E, this 
was defeated at that time.  
Proposed amendments to 
include a definition for act-
ing appointment.  Acting 
appointments have hap-
pened for years in the con-
stitution, now there is a def-
inition.  Adding on acting 
should meet qualifications 
of the job for which they are 
taking on this is the same 
for interim. Adding that act-
ing shall not be convicted 
of a felony unless pardoned 
this also is on the books for 
interim.  With the current 
process sometimes there is 
a nomination and the Legis-
lature might not accept and 
this leaves a vacancy. Add-
ing an amendment when a 
nomination has been denied 
the Legislature should get 
a notification of who the 
Acting is.  Anyone who has 
been denied a nomination 
cannot be an Acting for that 
department.  Lastly, when 
doing a background check 
any nominee we found that 
current law mentions a fi-
nancial disclosure statement 
there is no such thing.  Add-
ed the background credit 
check the Interim and a re-
view of any gaming license 
application may have been 
filed by the Interim Direc-
tor. 
MOTION by Rep. Kath-
yleen Lone Tree-Whiter-
abbit to adopt Resolution 
08-31-20 A, Quick Passage 
Resolution to amend the 

Confirmation Process of 
Executive Directors.  Sec-
ond by Rep. Hinu Smith. 
MOTION IS AMENDED 
to include the changes tak-
ing off the credit check his-
tory, substituting accepts for 
selects and repetitive lan-
guage. Second concurs. 10-
1(Rep. Robert TwoBears)-0 
MOTION CARRIED.
Compliance Department 
would carry this out.  Com-
pliance has certain forms to 
give the authorization to do 
a credit check. 
Rep. Kristin White Ea-
gle talks about the credit 
checks for tribal members, 
this could alienate a lot of 
qualified candidates. Some 
tribal members don’t have 
good credit scores for rent-
ing and the home owner-
ship program was to assist 
tribal members in raising 
credit. Mortgage payments 
are not reported to the credit 
bureaus as well as loans 
from the Nation that are 
paid regularly to help boost 
their ratings. What will the 
standard be once the credit 
check comes in is the ques-
tion?   
Regarding red line version: 
On page 4 of 20 the word 
“selects” is not right since 
Legislature does not select, 
it should say “accepts” also 
two doubles words “of any” 
“of any”. It would be wise 
to mention that they should 
not have signature author-
ity. Under Back ground on 
page 4 and page 7 of 20 
signature Authority should 
be added and 4a the word 
select should be accepts and 
“of any” is twice. 
Lynwood vacant home
Rep. Matthew Mullen 
brought up the issue of va-

cant homes, which was dis-
cussed at the Development 
Committee meeting.
There are two houses in 
Lynwood that have squat-
ter issues. Edward Mullen 
brought the eviction of the 
squatter.  Houses boarded 
up amend the contract with 
the demolishers.  How do 
we move forward?
Contracts are made in Exec-
utive Session, you can add 
to agenda and make motion 
effective today.
2nd Executive Session: 
MOTION by Rep. Hinu 
Smith to move to Executive 
Session.  Second by Rep. 
Stephanie Begay.  8-2(Rep. 
Darren Brinegar, Rep. Rob-
ert TwoBears)-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 
Rep. Matt Mullen was hav-
ing technical difficulties.
1:44 p.m.
MOTION by Rep. Mat-
thew Mullen to return to 
Open Session.  Second by 
Rep. Paul Fox. 11-0-0 MO-
TION CARRIED.
2:00 p.m.
MOTION by Rep. Stepha-
nie Begay to ratify all action 
taken in the 2nd Executive 
Session. Second by Rep. 
Paul Fox. 11-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.
Adjournment:
MOTION by Rep. Paul 
Fox to adjourn to Regular 
Legislative Session, Sep-
tember 8, 2020.  Second by 
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 11-
0-0 MOTION CARRIED.
Special Legislative Meeting 
adjourned at 2:02 p.m.
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