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send your request in early.

Submissions will be handled on
a first come first serve basis.

HHCDA announces Emergency Utility Loan Program 

Ardith Van Riper 

Editor 

The Ho-Chunk Housing & Community Development Agency (HHCDA) provides an Emergency Utility Loan 
of up to $400 to low or moderate income HHCDA tenants or Ho-Chunk Nation members who own their 
own homes.  This loan is intended to address members’ need for utility assistance resulting from the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. 

The loan must be used for electric, natural gas, LP gas, public water or sewer utility.  There is no 
administrative fee, and loans are 0% interest. 

The loan program will end when all funds have been depleted, or the emergency declaration has been 
lifted. 

Some eligibility requirements include the applicant must be an enrolled Ho-Chunk Nation member, be 
the owner of the home or a renter named on the lease, must not exceed income guidelines, and reside 
in specified Wisconsin counties (Adams, Clark, Columbia, Crawford, Dane, Eau Claire, Jackson, Juneau, La 
Crosse, Monroe, Sauk, Shawano, Trempealeau, Vernon, or Wood).  

The first loan payment begins August 1, 2020, and must be at least $200 per quarter. 

Additional information and the application can be found at https://hhcda.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/Covid-19-Emergency-Utility-Loan-Policy-and-Application.pdf. 

Contact HHCDA with questions at 608-374-1245 or toll-free at 800-236-2260.  Completed applications 
can be emailed to Terri.Schilke@ho-chunk.com, or mailed to HHCDA, P.O. Box 730, Tomah, WI 54660, or 
faxed to 608-374-1251. 

 

 

remain on a first-completed, 
first-served basis.  Ap-
plicants are encouraged to 
check their emails for a re-
quest of information letter, 
follow up, submit requested 
documents as soon as the 
materials become available, 
and remain in contact with 
the Higher Education Divi-
sion.

Currently, only the Higher 
Education Division Man-
ager and the Financial Aid 
Administrator, Diane Rave, 
remain in the office.  Both 
offer academic advising and 
advocates for students at 
their schools. 

Unfortunately, all other 
support programs remain 
suspended.  These programs 
include the College Ac-
cess Program, Graduation 
Achievement Awards, Study 
Abroad, Membership Fees, 
Professional Development 
Conferences or Workshops, 
and Travel Expenses.

However, deadlines for 
the Graduation Achievement 
Awards will be extended 
based on when things return 
to normalcy.

As of April 17, the Higher 
Education Division cannot 
speak on the availability of 
scholarships for winterim 
courses or the upcoming 
spring term.

Higher Education Divi-
sion applications and a link 
to the Student Portal Ac-
cess are located at https://
ho-chunknation.com/gov-
ernment/executive-branch/
education/.  Questions can 
be emailed to Higher.Educa-
tion@ho-chunk.com.

School Community 

Relations
A resolution by the Ho-

Chunk Nation Legislature 
allocated funds to the Pre 
K-12 Grant Program specifi-
cally for the ‘Internet Access 
Support for Students’ grant.  
Starting April 20, applica-
tions will be accepted for 
this grant only.  Assistance 
taken into consideration 
is made for the months of 
March to June.

All other grants typically 
offered by the Pre K-12 
Grant Program are currently 
suspended at this time.

A fillable Pre K-12 Educa-
tion Grant Program appli-
cation is located at https://
ho-chunknation.com/wp-
content/uploads/2019/10/
Pre-K-12-App.pdf.  

Now, only the School 
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Ardith Van Riper
Editor

The Ho-Chunk Nation Department 
of Education continues limited ser-
vices during these uncertain times.  
Like many other departments within 
the Nation, the workforce has been 
temporarily reduced, and remaining 
employees take on additional re-
sponsibilities. 

The Education Department altered 
programs and services in response to 
situations caused by the COVID-19 
Pandemic.  Each division within the 
department provided a brief update.

Higher Education Division
On April 6, an announcement stat-

ed the Higher Education Division’s 
scholarship program resumes.  This 
announcement means that Ho-Chunk 
postsecondary students attending a 
non-profit title IV eligible institution 
could apply for the upcoming sum-
mer 2020 term.  A limited number of 
scholarships are available for the fall 
2020 term.

“We encourage students to be pro-
active,” said Dr. Marcus Lewis, the 
Higher Education Division Manager.

Applicants should apply as soon as 
possible, and not every student who 
submits an application will receive 
a scholarship.  Scholarship awards 

Limited services and program updates from the 
Department of Education

The Head Start Centers participate in teacher 
parades.  Staff follow the school bus in their 
vehicles to each student’s house, sing songs to 
the children, and dispense school work while 
observing and practicing social distancing.

HHCDA offers one-time Rental 
Assistance in response 
to COVID-19

Notifying 
community event 
attendees who 
may be at risk 
for COVID-19 
exposure

Page 7

Language 
Division 
Launches 
inaugural 
online Hoocak 
exercises

Page 3

HHCDA 
announces 
Emergency 
Utility Loan 
Program

Page 6

Ardith Van Riper
Editor

In response to the de-
clared State of Emergency 
during the COVID-19 Pan-
demic, the Ho-Chunk Hous-
ing & Community Develop-
ment Agency (HHCDA) 
offers one-time rental assis-
tance to eligible households.  
The grant amount cannot 
exceed $700 and will be re-
leased to the landlord.  

In 2008, HHCDA began 
a Rental Assistance Pro-
gram targeting American 
Indian and Alaskan Native 
households.  This Response 
to COVID-19 Rental As-
sistance is in addition to that 

2008 program.
The United States 

Department of 
Housing and Ur-
ban Development 
(HUD) funds the 
program, and com-
pliance with federal 
requirements must 
be adhered to.

Some eligibility require-
ments include that the head 
of the household must be 
18 years of age or older, 
annual income must not ex-
ceed low-income limits set 
by HUD, and the applicant 
must be an enrolled member 
of a federally recognized 
tribe.  One application per 

household.
Total funds for this pro-

gram are limited and will 
be granted on a first-come, 
first-serve basis.

The HHCDA service area 
covers the Ho-Chunk Na-
tion’s Districts in Wisconsin 
and all of District 4.

Additional information 
and the application can be 

Continued on Page 3

Continued on Page 7

Physically, staff provide workout exercises, offer both outdoor and indoor activities, yoga, and the 
Health Department provide ideas to keep the kids active. 

The Head Start Centers also participate in teacher parades.  Staff follows the school bus in their cars to 
each student’s house, sing songs to the children, and dispense school work.  The team wants the 
children to know they are thinking of them.  The staff and families observe and practice social distancing 
during these teacher parades. 

Staff also distribute a plethora of information, not only about COVID-49 but details about dealing with 
stress and anxiety during this time.  Also provided are resource information about unemployment 
benefits, access to free diapers and formula, food resources, and any other necessary resources that 
pertain to parents’ voiced concerns. 

The department wants the Ho-Chunk Nation membership to know that despite these uncertain times, 
they are not alone.  The Department of Education’s phone number is 715-284-4915 or toll-free at 800-
362-4476.  
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A Letter from the President

President WhiteEagle appears on Madison365’s “Real Talk with Henry Sanders,” 
an online interview to give an update on how the Coronavirus has impacted the 
Ho-Chunk Nation. Video chats and virtual meetings are necessary during the 
pandemic.

From Vice President 
Karena Thundercloud
Ho-Chunk Nation Legisla-
ture

April 16, 2020
Re: Beloit Fee to Trust 

Application Approval by BIA
We are pleased to have 

received word that the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs has approved 
our Beloit fee-to-trust 
application.  The application 
now heads to Governor Evers’ 
desk for concurrence before 
the Beloit land parcel will be 
accepted into trust.

Per the Indian Gaming 
Regulatory Act (IGRA), 
Congress declared that tribal 
gaming operations offer 
tribes the means to promote 
economic development, 
self-sufficiency, and strong 
tribal governments.  As such, 
casinos have been the bedrock 
of tribal economies across 
the Nation.  The economy of 
the Ho-Chunk Nation is no 
different.

The fee-to-trust application 
process has been long and 
difficult – a journey that 
began with previous Ho-
Chunk Nation Legislative and 
Presidential Administrations.  
Our predecessors sought 
to guarantee our Tribe’s 
economic independence by 
compiling and submitting 

Memorandum for All Tribal 
Members and Employees of 
the Ho-Chunk Nation

Ho-Chunk Nation Vice President Karena 
Thundercloud

this fee-to-trust application.  
In doing so, they worked 
diligently to protect our tribal 
interests and rights, including 
at times encroachment by 
other tribes.

We’ve experienced record 
high revenues before we 
fell into this worldwide 
pandemic, where our casinos 
cannot open their doors.  Our 
Nation is resilient.  We will 
continue to focus on laying 
a new foundation for our 
future.  Even if gaming takes 
on a different form in future 
generations, the land that we 

purchase and convert to trust 
will be within the Ho-Chunk 
Nation jurisdiction forever.  
Land that will be useful to 
the Nation, no matter how 
it is utilized to provide for 
economic development, self-
sufficiency, and a strong Ho-
Chunk Nation government.

I wish to thank all those 
tribal leaders and staff who 
have worked on the Beloit 
application.  It is only 
through your hard work and 
determination that we are 
able to share this great news.  
Thank you.

We are living in 
unprecedented times during 
this COVID-19 pandemic. 
The other day, a co-worker 
shared a statistic that the 
Coronavirus ranked #2 as the 
leading cause of death during 
the first week of April 2020. 
Heart disease was #1, and 
cancer was #3.

So far the Ho-Chunk Nation 
has had 12 confirmed cases 
and two deaths by the virus. 
We continue to prepare for the 
worst and hope for the best.

I feel we put forth the best 
practices and guidelines as a 
sovereign nation to protect 
and keep our people safe. It’s 
up to each of us to abide by 
these recommendations for 
the sake of our family, friends, 
and neighbors.

This week my executive 
staff and I proposed a new 
Curfew Ordinance to the 
legislature so we can enforce 
stricter guidelines to ensure 
people take public health 
seriously. It passed and will 
be used when necessary.

Health is wealth, and that 
includes physical, spiritual, 
mental, and financial health.

My 8-year-old son, Leo, 
reminded me of the saying, 
“Every dark cloud has a silver 
lining.”

On the way home from our 
first grocery curbside pickup, 
he was looking in the sky. 
It was a stormy evening. He 
said, “Dad, I don’t like all 
those dark clouds. I like the 

white ones because my name 
is MaxiSka, White Cloud.”

It may be hard to see any 
good from this pandemic, but 
if you take an innocent look 
at the physical world around 
you, teachable moments 
reveal themselves.

Since the school closure, 
we’ve been walking the trails 
at Wazee Lake as a part of 
“Physical Education” class 
time. My wife dusted off her 
sewing machine to make face 
masks, with the kids’ help, to 
give away. 

Of course, we could have 
always done these activities, 
but the opportunity presented 
itself during these times. We 
normally may have gone to 
dinner and a movie instead.

It’s a time of adjustment and 
reprioritization: to take stock 
and make a healthy change.

One recent and major 
development for the (Ho-
Chunk) Nation is the initial 
approval of our fee-to-trust 
application for the Beloit 
casino project by the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs (BIA). 
Now the BIA awaits the 
concurrence by Gov. Evers 
before rendering their final 
decision.

In a conversation with BIA’s 
Midwest Regional Director 
Tammy Poitra, I asked if an 
application has ever been 
denied after a governor 
approved. Her answer was 
yes. So the decision isn’t final 
until the final decision.

Hearing the news on trust 
application and knowing 
the financial impact we’ve 
experienced due to this 
pandemic, I can hear tribal 
members’ questions before 
they’re even asking them. 
How? Why? Can we afford 
this right now?

Although it’s progress 
on a long-awaited decision 
on an even longer awaited 
fourth casino project, we have 
to focus on reopening our 
existing gaming facilities to 
realize and maximize these 

revenue streams. 
We know the demand to 

reopen is there. We just have 
to prepare to do it with public 
health in mind.

All things considered, 
I hear tribal members’ 
longstanding call for 
economic diversification. 
More importantly, these 
opportunities do exist.

We are getting a glimpse 
of our tribal community 
without gaming revenue. We 
can see how it has impacted 
us over the last few weeks. 

How could we have imagined 
this reality without actually 
experiencing it?

We are living in an 
environment showing us why 
and how we can build and 
develop our tribal economy. 

We see the need to invest 
in areas outside of gaming 
to produce revenue like 
in the areas of real estate, 
medical services, and utilities. 
Collectively, we can set new 
financial priorities.

I hope these silver linings 
are seen by all.

Aho,
My name is Roger Houghton Jr. and this is my story.  

I came from a great home with parents that would do 
anything for me.  I started with drugs and alcohol at the 
age of 10.  I thought being ‘bad’ was cool, so I graduated 
from drugs and alcohol to joining a gang.  That’s when my 
life of crime began.

I went from using poison to selling it.  My parents 
decided to go their own way (I do not blame them for 
my choices).  So for me a gang gave me a false sense of 
family.  I can’t believe I was so stupid!  The gang didn’t 
love me, they loved what I could do for the gang.  Now 
I can see they only seen a young wild person who didn’t 
love himself, and was easy to manipulate.

I dropped out of school and did what I had to do illegally 
to survive.  I hurt a lot of people in my path while drugs 
and alcohol kept me numb.  I have been in and out of jail/
prison all my adult life and should have died on multiple 
occasions.  All my friends are dead.  I could never 
understand why I was still living.

But now I know the Creator had a plan for me.  I urge 
anyone going down a similar path to really consider if 
this life is really what you want.  I’m 38 years old with 
nothing to show for it.  I have to look over my shoulder 
everywhere I go for people I hurt.  

Now that my kids are old enough to make their own 
decisions, I pray the do not follow in my footsteps.  I 
sincerely hope I never see another Native in prison here 
with me.

You young ones have your whole life ahead of you.  
Please do something great with it.  You guys can be 
doctors, lawyers, or the President.  Make good choices and 
make your people proud!

If not, there will always be jails, institutions, or the 
grave.

Thank you for letting me tell my story.  If this helps even 
one person, then it will have done some good.  I would 
like to apologize to the ones I have hurt on my path of 
destruction.  All the glory goes to God that I’m not the 
same person I once was!

Roger Houghton Jr. #6279
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Attention: The Next Deadline of the 
Hoca\k Worak will be May 1st which will be

 published on May 8th. Please contact 
Hocak Worak at newsletter@ho-chunk.com

 if you have a change of address or would like 
to be placed on the mailing list.

The Hocak Worak is a periodical published twice monthly by the Ho-Chunk Nation. Editorials and articles appearing
in the Hocak Worak are the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion or attitude of the
Hocak Worak staff or the Ho-Chunk Nation. 

The Hocak Worak encourages the submission of letters to the Editor. All letters must include the signature, address
and telephone number of the author. Letters are subject to editing for grammar, length, malicious and libelous content.

The Hocak Worak reserves the right to reject any advertising, material, or letters submitted for publication. The
submission of articles, poetry, artwork and photos is encouraged. The Editor makes the sole decision of what is
published in the Hocak Worak. The Hocak Worak will not assume any responsibility for unsolicited material. 

Submissions deadlines for the Hocak Worak are by 4:30 PM. We cannot guarantee the publication of submissions
meeting these deadlines if the space is not available.  No part of this publication may be produced without express
written consent from the Editor.

EDITOR ................................ Ardith Van Riper
STAFF  WRITER ...................... Elijah T. Smith
STAFF  WRITER .............................. Kaili Berg
Administrative Assistant ...... Anna Reichenbach

HOCAK WORAK NEWSLETTER
P.O. Box 667, Black River Falls, WI 54615 

• PHONE: (800) 472-3089  
• FAX: (715) 284-7852 

EMAIL: newsletter@ho-chunk.com 
• ONLINE: www.ho-chunknation.com 

www.hocakworak.com
The Hocak Worak 
is a member of: 
The Native American
Journalists Association

Language Division launches inaugural online 
Hoocak exercises

Community Relations Direc-
tor, Bethany Redbird, remains 
in the office.  Questions and 
completed grant applications 
can be emailed to her at Beth-
any.Redbird@ho-chunk.com.

Cultural and Community 
Education

Another resolution by the 
Ho-Chunk Nation Legisla-
ture suspended the Financial 
Literacy final proctored exam 
requirement for accessing a 
trust fund.  Instead, the tribal 
member must complete fifteen 
hours of tutorials and pass 
a minimum of two posttests 
with a score of eighty percent 
or better.

Email questions for the Fi-
nancial Literacy Program to 
HonorYourFuture@ho-chunk.
com.  

Those with Trust Fund 
inquiries must be aware that 
three divisions collaborate, 
and not all inquiries should be 
directed to the Department of 
Education.  The Enrollment 
Division and the Treasury 
Department also play a role 

in accessing children’s trust 
funds.

Contact the Enrollment 
Division at 715-284-7824 or 
toll-free at 800-331-7824.  
Contact the Treasury Depart-
ment at 715-284-1660 or toll-
free at 800-779-2873.

Head Start Program
The Head Start Centers fol-

low their local school district 
guidelines and requirements 
and are all currently closed.  
The staff continues to work 
and have adapted by mak-
ing new plans to carry on the 
business of engaging our chil-
dren in learning and working 
with families.  Staff remain 
in contact with guardians and 
provide necessary resources.

“It is without question that 
our parents are heroes!” ex-
plained Head Start Division 
Manager Laurel Meek.  “In 
addition to all they already 
do, now they are the ‘direct 
contact teachers’ for their 
children.”

The Center teachers have 
set up private messenger sites, 

so the staff connects with the 
students, and students can see 
other students’ photos.  Staff 
provide live stream story 
time, read bedtime stories, 
share virtual interactive I-Spy 
games, share virtual interac-
tive math learning, and share 
science lessons live.  The 
team also offer virtual field 
trips, share inexpensive gar-
dening project tips, offer nu-
trition experiences by sharing 
recipes, and live footage of 
food preparation.  

Culturally, the Language 
Department and head start 
staff provide virtual Ho-
Chunk language lessons and 
share prayers in Ho-Chunk at 

mealtime.
Physically, staff provide 

workout exercises, offer both 
outdoor and indoor activities, 
yoga, and the Health Depart-
ment provide ideas to keep 
the kids active.

The Head Start Centers also 
participate in teacher parades.  
Staff follows the school bus 
in their cars to each student’s 
house, sing songs to the chil-
dren, and dispense school 
work.  The team wants the 
children to know they are 
thinking of them.  The staff 
and families observe and 
practice social distancing dur-
ing these teacher parades.

Staff also distribute a pleth-

ora of information, not only 
about COVID-49 but details 
about dealing with stress and 
anxiety during this time.  Also 
provided are resource infor-
mation about unemployment 
benefits, access to free diapers 
and formula, food resources, 
and any other necessary re-
sources that pertain to parents’ 
voiced concerns.

The department wants the 
Ho-Chunk Nation member-
ship to know that despite 
these uncertain times, they are 
not alone.  The Department of 
Education’s phone number is 
715-284-4915 or toll-free at 
800-362-4476. 

Ardith Van Riper
Editor

The Hoocak Waazija Haci 
Language Division developed 
a self-guided, self-paced, 
language learning experience 
called the Hoocak Online In-
dependent Targeted Exercises 
(HOIT’E) Program.  Lessons 
began April 6, runs eight 
weeks, and geared towards 
beginner level Hoocak lan-
guage learners.

This program offers one 
module per week, and the 
modules provide founda-
tional concepts of the Hoocak 
Language.  By the end of the 
course, learners will be able 
to understand and use some 
basic everyday words and 
phrases.

Resources required for 
learners to participate are an 
internet connection, Youtube.
com, ZOOM, and Facebook. 

A video released by 10:00 
AM on Mondays will deliver 
essential messages on the 
week’s module.  Three mes-
sages relayed include the 
learning targets for the mod-
ule, a language demonstration, 
and how to access additional 
language support throughout 
the week.

The Language Division uti-
lizes the video conferencing 
program ZOOM to connect 
Eminent Speakers and lan-

guage instructors with online 
learners.  A free download is 
available at zoom.us. 

All participants, other than 
the Eminent Speakers and in-
structors, are muted and must 
use the ‘chat’ function while 
in the ZOOM video confer-
ences.  This ensures that all 
participants have an oppor-
tunity to have their questions 
answered.

Three ZOOM times are 
scheduled for each week, but 
learners are not required to 
attend all three unless they 
feel it valuable.  The first is 
Thursday at 10:00 AM when 
Eminent Speakers and in-
structors provide pronuncia-
tion and give real work appli-
cations.  The second is Friday 
at 10:00 AM when instructors 
provide a question and answer 
session.  The third is Friday 
at 2:00 PM when instructors 
again provide a question and 
answer session.

Instructors include Angelica 
Greendeer, Dana DeBoer, 
Jerod Stacy, and Henning 
Garvin.

All materials are available 
through the Language Divi-
sion website at www.hoocak.
org and all content will re-
main up for the duration of 
the program. Questions can be 
emailed to hoocakacademy@
gmail.com. 

Language Instructor Mąąrukaraziwįga – Angelica Greendeer leads learners in a 
Kahoots game during a ZOOM conference call to review some of the content from 
that week’s learning module.

 Eminent Speakers and instructors participate in a ZOOM question and answer 
session.  Eminent Speakers not only provide language knowledge, but also some 
accompanying cultural knowledge behind words and phrases. (Top Row, L-R) 
Mąąruakarziwįga – Angelica Greendeer, Hųųwąxetega – Henning Garvin, Aahu-
sakga – Elliott Garvin,  and Nąącgewocexiwįga – Dana DeBoer. (2nd Row, L-R) 
Waacanąžįga  - Cecil Garvin, Wanįk Rohą moot’ąįga – Lisa Cabasos, Horakireįga 
– Jessi Falcon, and Linekimąnįga – John Lee.
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Ho-Chunk Pharmacy

NOW OFFERING

PHARMACY
-Curbside-

PICK-UP!

Park in curbside
pickup spot then call
the pharmacy. 

Park & Call Verify Info

Verify the patient
name, birthday, and
the names of the
medications

Payment Pick-up & Go
If there is a payment,
verify credit/debit
card information
(cash/check not
accepted)

We will bring your
order right to your
car!

Call HOW
608-355-

5177 opt 2

Open M-F 8am-5pm

Call HHCC
715-284-
9851 ext

5312
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car!

Call HOW
608-355-

5177 opt 2

Open M-F 8am-5pm

Call HHCC
715-284-
9851 ext

5312

Ho-Chunk Pharmacy

NOW OFFERING

PHARMACY
-Curbside-

PICK-UP!

Park in curbside
pickup spot then call
the pharmacy. 

Park & Call Verify Info

Verify the patient
name, birthday, and
the names of the
medications

Payment Pick-up & Go
If there is a payment,
verify credit/debit
card information
(cash/check not
accepted)

We will bring your
order right to your
car!

Call HOW
608-355-

5177 opt 2

Open M-F 8am-5pm

Call HHCC
715-284-
9851 ext

5312

Transport Division and Community Health upgrade transport unit
Community Health in cooperation with the HCN Transportation Division have upgraded a transport unit for the protection and comfort of the driver and 
passenger. Thank you, Roberto! This was a direct result of input from our employees and concerned community members. We are listening.

The HCN Department of Health continues to work diligently to eliminate or reduce the spread of the virus and thanks every one of you for your support 
and commitment to follow Safe at Home, social distancing and disinfection guidelines.

Wa’iniginapwi.

Ho-Chunk Nation Department of Health

Both the House of Wellness and the 
Ho-Chunk Health Care pharmacies will 

also be closed on Memorial Day.
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For more information, visit:

2020CENSUS.GOV

Count everyone once, only once, 
and in the right place.
The first census in 1790 established the principle of “usual residence”—counting people 
where they live and sleep most of the time. Most people can easily identify their usual 
residence. But for some, it’s not so easy. Knowing where to be counted in the census can 
be complicated if you don’t have a permanent home, if you live in group housing, or if you 
divide your time between two homes. The information below will help you know where you 
and everyone in your household should be counted in the 2020 Census.

Count these people on your household’s census form if they live with you 
most of the time: 

 › Babies and children of all ages 
(even newborns and infants), 
including biological and 
adopted children, stepchildren, 
grandchildren, and children in 
joint custody arrangements.

 › Children placed in your home 
through foster care, emergency 
placement, relative placement 
(children placed in a relative’s 
home), or guardianship, as 
well as youth experiencing 
homelessness who are staying 
with you temporarily. 

 › Children under the age of 18 who 
are away at boarding school. 
(Note: Count these children even 
if they spend more time at school 
than at home.)

 › Any other close or extended 
family members living in your 
home, including partners, 
siblings, grandparents, cousins, 
in-laws, etc. 

 › People living in your home who 
are not related to you, such as 
roommates, boarders, friends, or 
live-in employees. 

For more information, visit:

2020CENSUS.GOV
D-OP-GP-EN-476

Count these people on your household’s census form if they are staying 
with you on April 1, 2020:

 › People who do not have a 
permanent place to live because 
they never stay in one place for 
very long.

 › People, including children, 
experiencing homelessness who 
are staying with you until they 
find another place to live or stay. 

 › People who live in more than one 
place and cannot determine where 
they stay most often. Examples of 
this could be a person who lives 
in one place for work but returns 
home regularly or a person who 
rotates between multiple homes 
on a seasonal basis.

 › People who are staying with you 
temporarily because a natural 
disaster destroyed their home.

Do not count these people on your household’s census form:

 › Children who have been placed in 
your home for respite care (foster 
care for no longer than two 
weeks). They should be counted 
in the home where they reside 
most of the time.

 › College students who live away 
from your residence for most 
of the year.

 › Members of the military who 
live in military barracks, in a 
dormitory, or on a military vessel.

 › People who, on April 1, 2020, are 
in a nursing home, mental hospital, 
jail, prison, or detention center. 
This also includes people staying 
in a skilled-nursing or psychiatric 
unit for long-term care.

 › People visiting or temporarily 
staying with you on April 1, 
2020, who usually live and sleep 
somewhere else. 

For more information, visit:

2020CENSUS.GOV
D-OP-GP-EN-476
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Allow the Hocak Worak to help celebrate and share 
your achievements.  Most 2020 graduates around the 
country will not be attending a traditional graduation 
ceremony due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  In addition, 
numerous athletes were unable to compete during their 
final year in school.

Send us your pictures!  Whether you are a head start, 
high school, or college graduate, we want to hear from 
you.  Feel free to include sports or extracurricular activ-
ity photos as well.

Email photos to Newsletter@ho-chunk.com and in-
clude your name, where you are graduating from, and a 
brief description of your future endeavors or extracur-
ricular activity.

A special section of the Hocak Worak will be used to 
showcase your successes.   Please submit materials by 
June 19.

2020 Graduates

Elders
     Birthdays

1 Renee Coleman
 Amos Kingsley
2 Richard Amble
3 Alvina Bolinski
 Veronica Espinoza
 William Hopinkah
4 Joyce Penland
5 Michael Goodbear
6 Allen Cloud
 Jennifer Kearnes
7 Clyde Blackdeer 
 Clinton Thunderchief
 Cynthia Cloud
 Roberta Funmaker
8 Anna Salinas
 Margaret Hoffman
9 Nancy Prescott
 Carl Hernandez
 Lance Tallmadge
 Myra Cunneen
10 Yvonne Delarosa
 Patrick Day
 Marie Peoples
11 Kelly Wiese 
 Dawn Campion
 Sandra Smith
12 Cecil Garvin Sr.
 Lisa Stroessner
 Lawrence Littlegeorge
 Carolyn Toews
13 Gregory Smith
 Glenn White Eagle
 James Funmaker Jr.
 Maria Contreras
14  Kerwin La Mere
 Jeremy Rockman 
 Larry Garvin
 William Walker
 Maynard Rave Sr.
15 Anna Winneshiek
16 Michael Sherwood
 Mark Myers
 Mary Bernhardt
 Pauline Ward

17 Mark Stroessner
 Linda Goodwin
 Lita Snake
18 Wayne Peters
 Tony Delarosa
 James Rogers
 Gloria White Thunder
19 Orval Tipton Jr.
 Marlon Whitewing
 Daniel Whitehorse
 Kevin Vasquez
20 Joan Greendeer-Lee
 Joyce Warner
 Jayne Dawson
 Wilfrid Cleveland
 Louisa Decora
21 Roy Greengrass
 Kate Martin
 Maxine Kolner
 James Ensley
22 Anita Nevsimal
 Casey Whitegull 
23 Marilyn Lowe
24 Richard Snake
 Francesca Medina
25 Cynthia Decorah
 Frances Wentz
26 Arlene Shegonee
 Patricia Swartling
 Leigh Schulte
 Phillip Brownwood
 Christine Jendrisak
27 Kirk Hopinka
 Herbert Cleveland
 Colleen Greengrass
28 Sherry Smith
 Ruth Rave
29 Dennis Berefsky
 Anthony Dick
30 Gary Snowball
 Susan Walczak
 Lawrence Delarosa
 Yvonne Smith
 Truman Williams Sr.
31 Sherman Funmaker
 John Steindorf
 Linda Johnson

Food Distribution Program 
remains operational
Ardith Van Riper
Editor

The Ho-Chunk Nation Food 
Distribution Program provides 
USDA commodity foods to 
eligible participants meeting 
lowered income guidelines 
and are federally recognized 
Native Americans or elderly 
persons residing on, or near, 
reservation lands.

The Food Distribution 
Program offers up to 75 food 
items in canned, dried, or 
fresh produce items.  Products 
include fruit, vegetable, dairy, 
pasta, poultry, beef, cereal, 
and flour.

The main office and ware-
house is located in Black Riv-
er Falls and provide services 
daily.  Tailgate services are 

offered in Wisconsin Dells, 
Madison, Wittenberg, Tomah, 
La Crosse, and Nekoosa.

Ho-Chunk Nation Depart-
ment of Health made a fillable 
PDF Food Distribution Appli-
cation available and addition-
al information can be found at 
http://health.ho-chunk.com/
fd.html or you can call 715-
284-7461 with questions.

Food Distribution Program 

Ardith Van Riper 

Editor 

The Ho-Chunk Nation Food Distribution Program provides USDA commodity foods to eligible 
participants meeting lowered income guidelines and are federally recognized Native Americans or 
elderly persons residing on, or near, reservation lands. 

Ho-Chunk Nation Department of Health made a fillable PDF Food Distribution Application available at 
http://health.ho-
chunk.com/forms/Food_Distribution_Program_Application_032720.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0bQIeuVz8ohlmCxr
-vyxyHLF8ykwLUJ2uKlea6huiidh012jjo_YrJmFw. 

 

 

 

 

Food Distribution Program 
Tailgate Distribution Dates 2020 

 CLOSED FOR Wis. Dells Madison Wittenberg Tomah La Crosse Nekoosa 
 INVENTORY WED. FRI. WED. WED. FRI. WED. 

MAY 29 6 8 13 20 22 27 
JUNE  30 3 5 10 17 19 24 
JULY 31 8 10 15 22 24 30 
AUG 31 5 7 12 19 21 26 
SEPT 30 2 4 9 16 18 23 
OCT 30 7 9 14 21 23 28 
NOV 30 4 6 12 18 20 25 
DEC 31 2 4 9 16 18 23 

Tailgate Hours (am-pm): 9:00-2:00 9:30-1:30 9:30-1:00 9:00-2:30 10:00 9:30-2:00 

       
*Participants can apply for food at any location. 
*Fastest services is generally at the warehouse. 

*Located behind the Executive Offices and Ho-Chunk Health Care Center. 

Warehouse Information 
Hours: Monday - Friday      8:00 am - 3:45 pm    *Closed 11:45 am - 1:00 pm for lunch & restock 

 Closed EVERY Wednesday – See Tailgate Distribution Dates above 
Phone: 800-284-9466 or 715-284-7461 EXT. 5038 

Fax: 715-284-5620 
Email: Andrew.Rave@ho-chunk.com or Susan.Wilcox@ho-chunk.com  

Address: N6520 Lumber Jack Guy Road, Black River Falls, WI 54615 
 

  

3+ Household 
Members 

COMBINED 
INCOME 

 Chicago Income Limits 
Cannot make more than 

$25.00/HR 
 

MPS/St. Paul Income Limits 
Cannot make more than 

$27.40/HR 
You must disclose HCN Per 

Capita 
 

 

 

 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT (HUD) 
 

2020 ANNUAL INCOME LIMITS: 
For Madison/Dane County and 

For HHCDA’s Low & Moderate Income Programs 
 

Income  
Category 

Size of Household 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Extremely Low Income 
(30% or less of HHCDA 
NAHASDA Median Income) 

21,050 24,050 27,050 30,050 32,500 35,150 39,650 44,150 

Very Low Income 
(50% or less of HHCDA 
NAHASDA Median Income) 

35,050 40,050 45,050 50,050 54,100 58,100 58,100 66,100 

Low Income 
(80% or less of HHCDA 
NAHASDA Median Income) 

54,950 62,800 70,650 78,500 84,800 91,100 97,350 103,650 

Moderate Income 
(100% or less of HHCDA 
NAHASDA Median Income) 

70,100 80,100 90,100 101,100 108,150 116,150 124,150 132,150 

 

HHHHCCDDAA  
EEMMEERRGGEENNCCYY  

HHOOUUSSIINNGG  
AASSSSIISSTTAANNCCEE  

GGRRAANNTT  

  

Single 
Household 

 Chicago Income Limits 
Cannot make more than 

$18.25/HR 
 

MPS/St. Paul Income Limits 
Cannot make more than 

$20.16/HR 
You must disclose HCN Per 

Capita 
  

 
 

 

  

2 Household 
Members 

COMBINED 
INCOME 

 Chicago Income Limits 
Cannot make more than 

$21.63/HR 
 

MPS/St. Paul Income Limits 
Cannot make more than 

$23.55/HR 
You must disclose HCN Per 

Capita 
  

 
 

 

Ardith Van Riper
Editor

The Ho-Chunk Housing 
& Community Development 
Agency (HHCDA) provides 
an Emergency Utility Loan of 
up to $400 to low or moderate 
income HHCDA tenants or 
Ho-Chunk Nation members 
who own their own homes.  
This loan is intended to ad-
dress members’ need for util-
ity assistance resulting from 
the COVID-19 Pandemic.

The loan must be used for 
electric, natural gas, LP gas, 
public water or sewer utility.  
There is no administrative fee, 
and loans are 0% interest.

The loan program will end 
when all funds have been de-
pleted, or the emergency dec-
laration has been lifted.

Some eligibility require-
ments include the applicant 
must be an enrolled Ho-
Chunk Nation member, be the 
owner of the home or a renter 
named on the lease, must 
not exceed income guide-
lines, and reside in specified 
Wisconsin counties (Adams, 
Clark, Columbia, Crawford, 
Dane, Eau Claire, Jackson, 
Juneau, La Crosse, Monroe, 
Sauk, Shawano, Trempealeau, 
Vernon, or Wood). 

The first loan payment be-

gins August 1, 2020, and must 
be at least $200 per quarter.

Additional information 
and the application can be 
found at https://hhcda.com/
wp-content/uploads/2020/04/
Covid-19-Emergency-Utility-
Loan-Policy-and-Application.
pdf.

Contact HHCDA with 
questions at 608-374-1245 
or toll-free at 800-236-2260.  
Completed applications can 
be emailed to Terri.Schilke@
ho-chunk.com, or mailed 
to HHCDA, P.O. Box 730, 
Tomah, WI 54660, or faxed to 
608-374-1251.

HHCDA announces Emergency 
Utility Loan Program

Emergency Utility Loan 
Must not exceed the following incomes: 

 Size of Household 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Eligible Income $70,100 $80,100 $90,100 $101,100 $108,150 $116,150 $124,150 $132,150 
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MEDIA RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RE-
LEASE April 20, 2020

CONTACT: Kiana Beaudin, 
Ho-Chunk Nation Health De-
partment Health Officer, 715-
284-9851

The Ho-Chunk Nation De-
partment of Health is report-
ing potential risk for commu-
nity exposure to COVID-19 at 
two community events.

On April 19, 2020, the Ho-
Chunk Nation Department of 
Health became aware of two 
individuals, who developed 
symptoms of COVID-19, 

were tested, and tested posi-
tive for COVID-19. One of 
the individuals attended a 
spring feast on March 29th 
and 30th. The other individual 
attended a funeral on April 
13th and 14th.

The Ho-Chunk Nation 
Department of Health staff 
are uncertain of the number 
of people exposed at these 
events. We request that those 
who attended the feast or fu-
neral contact the Ho- Chunk 
Nation Department of Health 
at 715-284-9851 or 608-355-
1240. Please be patient as we 
respond to calls as quickly as 
we can. Those who contact 
the Health Department will 

be assessed for signs and 
symptoms of COVID-19. 
Symptoms of COVD-19 may 
include cough, tiredness, 
muscle aches, fever, difficulty 
breathing, loss of smell/taste 
and sore throat. Rarely, some 
people may develop an upset 
stomach. You will also be 
provided with information 
regarding care and monitoring 
for symptoms. Testing will be 
made available to those who 
meet the criteria.

If you attended either of 
these events it is important 
that you stay home and iso-
late as much as possible to 
limit the spread of the disease. 
Even if you do not currently 

have any signs 
or symptoms you 
should isolate 
yourself. Con-
tinue to wash 
your hands with 
soap and water, 
use hand sanitizer 
and routinely dis-
infect commonly 
touched surfaces 
within your home.

If community 
members plan to 
seek medical care, 
they should call 
ahead and notify the clinic of 
the potential COVID-19 ex-
posure so that precautions can 
be made to prevent further 

spread. If you have questions 
you may also contact the 
Health Department by email 
at coronavirus@ho- chunk.
com.

Notifying community event attendees who may be 
at-risk for COVID-19 exposure

Continued from Page 1
 

 

 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT (HUD) 
 

2020 ANNUAL INCOME LIMITS: 
For Madison/Dane County and 

For HHCDA’s Low & Moderate Income Programs 
 

Income  
Category 

Size of Household 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Extremely Low Income 
(30% or less of HHCDA 
NAHASDA Median Income) 

21,050 24,050 27,050 30,050 32,500 35,150 39,650 44,150 

Very Low Income 
(50% or less of HHCDA 
NAHASDA Median Income) 

35,050 40,050 45,050 50,050 54,100 58,100 58,100 66,100 

Low Income 
(80% or less of HHCDA 
NAHASDA Median Income) 

54,950 62,800 70,650 78,500 84,800 91,100 97,350 103,650 

Moderate Income 
(100% or less of HHCDA 
NAHASDA Median Income) 

70,100 80,100 90,100 101,100 108,150 116,150 124,150 132,150 

 

HHHHCCDDAA  
EEMMEERRGGEENNCCYY  

HHOOUUSSIINNGG  
AASSSSIISSTTAANNCCEE  

GGRRAANNTT  

  

Single 
Household 

 Chicago Income Limits 
Cannot make more than 

$18.25/HR 
 

MPS/St. Paul Income Limits 
Cannot make more than 

$20.16/HR 
You must disclose HCN Per 

Capita 
  

 
 

 

  

2 Household 
Members 

COMBINED 
INCOME 

 Chicago Income Limits 
Cannot make more than 

$21.63/HR 
 

MPS/St. Paul Income Limits 
Cannot make more than 

$23.55/HR 
You must disclose HCN Per 

Capita 
  

 
 

 

  

3+ Household 
Members 

COMBINED 
INCOME 

 Chicago Income Limits 
Cannot make more than 

$25.00/HR 
 

MPS/St. Paul Income Limits 
Cannot make more than 

$27.40/HR 
You must disclose HCN Per 

Capita 
 

 

 

 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT (HUD) 
 

2020 ANNUAL INCOME LIMITS: 
For Madison/Dane County and 

For HHCDA’s Low & Moderate Income Programs 
 

Income  
Category 

Size of Household 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Extremely Low Income 
(30% or less of HHCDA 
NAHASDA Median Income) 

21,050 24,050 27,050 30,050 32,500 35,150 39,650 44,150 

Very Low Income 
(50% or less of HHCDA 
NAHASDA Median Income) 

35,050 40,050 45,050 50,050 54,100 58,100 58,100 66,100 

Low Income 
(80% or less of HHCDA 
NAHASDA Median Income) 

54,950 62,800 70,650 78,500 84,800 91,100 97,350 103,650 

Moderate Income 
(100% or less of HHCDA 
NAHASDA Median Income) 

70,100 80,100 90,100 101,100 108,150 116,150 124,150 132,150 

 

HHHHCCDDAA  
EEMMEERRGGEENNCCYY  

HHOOUUSSIINNGG  
AASSSSIISSTTAANNCCEE  

GGRRAANNTT  

  

Single 
Household 

 Chicago Income Limits 
Cannot make more than 

$18.25/HR 
 

MPS/St. Paul Income Limits 
Cannot make more than 

$20.16/HR 
You must disclose HCN Per 

Capita 
  

 
 

 

  

2 Household 
Members 

COMBINED 
INCOME 

 Chicago Income Limits 
Cannot make more than 

$21.63/HR 
 

MPS/St. Paul Income Limits 
Cannot make more than 

$23.55/HR 
You must disclose HCN Per 

Capita 
  

 
 

 

found at https://hhcda.com/wp-content/up-
loads/2020/04/Covid-19-Rental-Assistance-
Policy-and-Application.pdf.

Contact HHCDA with questions at 608-
374-1245 or toll-free at 800-236-2260.  
Completed forms can be emailed to Raven.

Rosin@ho-chunk.com, or mailed to HHC-
DA, P.O. Box 730, Tomah, WI 54660, or 
faxed to 608-374-1251.
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Continued on Page 9

HO-CHUNK NATION 
LEGISLATURE

REGULAR MEETING
TRIBAL EXECUTIVE 

OFFICES
BLACK RIVER FALLS, WI

APRIL 7, 2020
Call to Order: President 
Marlon White Eagle called 
the meeting to order at 10:11 
a.m.

Roll Call: 
President Marlon White Ea-

gle-P       
Vice President Karena Thun-

dercloud-VC 
Rep. George Stacy-P 
Rep. Hinu Smith-P
Rep. Conroy Greendeer, 

Jr.-P 
Rep. Stephanie Begay-P
Rep. Kristin White Eagle-VC
Rep. Darren Brinegar-VC 
Rep. Lawrence Walker, Jr.-P 
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-

VC  
Rep. Matthew Mullen-VC
Rep. Robert TwoBears-VC  
Rep. Paul Fox-P
Rep. Kathyleen Lone Tree-

Whiterabbit-VC at 10:32 
a.m.

VC-Video Conference

Determination of Quorum: 
Quorum is established at 
10:13 a.m.

Opening Prayer: President 
Marlon White Eagle offered a 
word of prayer.

Approval of Agenda:

MOTION by Rep. Lawrence 
Walker, Jr. to approve the 
agenda with tabling under Un-
finished Business E. Replen-
ishment of Charitable Con-
tributions, and adding under 
New Business K. Food Pantry, 
L. Spectra. Second by Rep. 
Stephanie Begay. 11-1(Rep. 
Darren Brinegar)-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

Approval of Previous Meet-
ing Minutes:

Special Legislative Meeting-
March 31, 2020

MOTION by Rep. Lawrence 
Walker, Jr. to approve the 
March 31, 2020 Special Leg-
islative Meeting with correc-
tions. Second by Rep. Conroy 
Greendeer, Jr. 12-0-0 MO-
TION CARRIED.

Unfinished Business:

Office of General Council

Tonie Lewis, General Council 
Deputy Advocate, was present 
and gave a brief verbal update 
to the Legislature on what the 
Office of General Council has 
been working on.

Illinois Gaming

An update was provided to the 
Legislature. 

Resolution-Authorization 

to Place Amendments to the 
Appropriations and Budget 
Process Act (2 HCC § 4) and 
Finance Manual (5 HCC § 5) 
out for 45-Day Public Com-
ment/Quick Passage

MOTION by Rep. Lawrence 
Walker, Jr. to TABLE Reso-
lution-Authorization to Place 
Amendments to the Appropri-
ations and Budget Process Act 
(2 HCC § 4) and Finance Man-
ual (5 HCC § 5) out for 45-
Day Public Comment/Quick 
Passage. Second by Rep. Paul 
Fox. 12-0-0 MOTION CAR-
RIED. 

Rep. Kathyleen Lone Tree-
Whiterabbit is on video con-
ference at 10:32 a.m.

Appreciation to Winnebago

Executive Legislative Infor-
mation Officer, Andrea Estebo 
gave a brief verbal update on 
how and if the Nation will 
continue to partner with the 
Winnebago Tribe.

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle to request the 
Vice President to send an ap-
preciation letter to the Win-
nebago Tribe for their recent 
hosting of the Ho-Chunk Na-
tion, and to make mention of 
the Legislators and Office 
of the President Staff that at-
tended the recent gathering. 
Second by Rep. Lawrence 
Walker, Jr. 13-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

First Nations Financial Re-
quest

First Nations Community Fi-
nancial is requesting up to 
$150,000 to supplement their 
emergency loans due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

MOTION by Rep. Hinu 
Smith to approve $75,000 to-
wards First Nations Financial 
Request, coming from Spe-
cial Projects, with the intent 
to fulfill the request. Second 
by Rep. Sarah Lemieux. MO-
TION IS AMENDED adding 
in the approval is in response 
to the memo from Becky Al-
bert-Breed, dated March 24, 
2020, and the request is due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
the intention is to seek recoup 
funds from the Federal Gov-
ernment, this is an Emergen-
cy Motion. Second concurs. 
9-4(Vice President Karena 
Thundercloud, Rep. George 
Stacy, Rep. Robert TwoBears, 
Rep. Stephanie Begay)-0 MO-
TION CARRIED.

Emergency Motion requires 
2/3 affirmative vote of all Leg-
islators present.

FOR THE RECORD: Rep. 
Begay mentioned the Legis-
lative Budget Analyst stated 
there is $75,000 available in 
Special Projects, but she is not 
certain if there is the cash flow 

to allow this. Additionally, 
Rep. Begay expressed her con-
cern of Tribal Members taking 
on more debt during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. For those 
reasons, Rep. Begay opposed.  

Becky Albert-Breed was avail-
able via telephone and stated 
that First Nations Community 
Financial is willing to recon-
cile the funds with the Legis-
lative Budget Analyst, within 
a year, as long First Nations 
Community Financial does not 
have any loan loss. 

Resolution-Quick Passage 
Procedure to Amend the Ho-
Chunk Nation Employment 
Relations Act (6 HCC §5)

This amendment was in re-
gards to adding definitions of 
Furlough, Temporary Layoff, 
Permanent Layoff, and Ac-
crued Leave. 

At the March 31, 2020 Spe-
cial Legislative Meeting, Rep. 
Brinegar wanted to add recall 
efforts to this resolution, but 
the resolution was defeated. 
Attorney General, Michelle 
Greendeer-Rave expressed her 
opinion on adding language 
that all layoffs be recalled. She 
thinks this is an overreach of 
the Legislative Branch on the 
Executive Branch and viola-
tion of a Separation of Gov-
ernment. 

MOTION by Vice President 
Karena Thundercloud to adopt 
Resolution-Quick Passage 
Procedure to Amend the Ho-
Chunk Nation Employment 
Relations Act (6 HCC §5) as 
presented. Second by Rep. 
Darren Brinegar. MOTION 
IS AMENDED to TABLE. 
Second concurs. 12-0-1(Rep. 
Lawrence Walker, Jr.) MO-
TION CARRIED.

Department of Education 
Funding

Treasurer Crystal Deschinny 
recommends that the reserves 
be tapped for the Internet Ser-
vices for Ho-Chunk students 
who utilize Pre-K-12 Fund-
ing. This would be for the 
remainder of the school year. 
Nehomah Thundercloud, Ex-
ecutive Director of Education 
stated that this would be spe-
cial consideration due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

MOTION by Vice President 
Karena Thundercloud to allow 
Department of Education to 
receive the funds to continue 
paying internet services to the 
Ho-Chunk families who are 
in need of it. Second by Rep. 
Darren Brinegar. MOTION IS 
AMENDED to include this is 
due to COVID-19 Pandemic. 
SECOND IS WITHDRAWN. 
MOTION IS WITHDRAWN.

MOTION by Rep. Matt Mul-
len to create a new line item for 
COVID-19 relief and related 

expenses in the amount of $1 
million, with the funds com-
ing from the excess amount 
in the annual Gaming Com-
pact payment reserve account. 
Second by Rep. Hinu Smith. 
MOTION IS AMENDED that 
this is an emergency motion. 
11-2(Rep. George Stacy, Rep. 
Robert TwoBears)-0 MO-
TION CARRIED.

MOTION by Vice President 
to allow education to utilize 
$20,000 of the COVID-19 to 
fund the internet services for 
families who are in need, due 
to COVID-19 pandemic. Sec-
ond by Rep. Darren Brinegar. 
13-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

Lunch Break:

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to break for lunch for 
30 minutes. Second by Rep. 
Lawrence Walker, Jr.13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

12:25 p.m.

Call to Order: President Mar-
lon White Eagle called the 
meeting to order at 1:10 p.m.

Roll Call: 
President Marlon White Ea-

gle-P       
Vice President Karena Thun-

dercloud-VC  
Rep. George Stacy-P 
Rep. Hinu Smith-P
Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr.-P
Rep. Stephanie Begay-P
Rep. Kristin White Eagle-VC
Rep. Darren Brinegar-VC 
Rep. Lawrence Walker, Jr.-P 
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-

VC  
Rep. Matthew Mullen-

VC 
Rep. Robert TwoBears-VC  
Rep. Paul Fox-P
Rep. Kathyleen Lone Tree-

Whiterabbit-VC
VC-Video Conference

Determination of Quorum: 
Quorum is established at 1:12 
p.m.

Unfinished Business:

Resolution-Confirmation 
of Bonnie Smith as District 
3 Ho-Chunk Housing and 
Community Development 
Agency Board Member

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux to adopt Resolution 
04-07-20 A, Confirmation of 
Bonnie Smith as District 3 
Ho-Chunk Housing and Com-
munity Development Agency 
Board Member. Second by 
Rep. Darren Brinegar. 12-0-
1(Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr.) 
MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Confirmation of 
Lanette Walker as District 
3 Ho-Chunk Housing and 
Community Development 
Agency Board Member

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux to adopt Resolution 

04-07-20 B, Confirmation of 
Lanette Walker as District 3 
Ho-Chunk Housing and Com-
munity Development Agency 
Board Member. Second by 
Rep. Darren Brinegar. 11-0-
2(Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr., 
Rep. Lawrence Walker, Jr.) 
MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Confirmation of 
Kelly Jo Funmaker as Dis-
trict 1 Ho-Chunk Housing 
and Community Development 
Agency Board Member

MOTION by Rep. Hinu 
Smith to adopt Resolution 04-
07-20 C, Confirmation of Kel-
ly Jo Funmaker as District 1 
Ho-Chunk Housing and Com-
munity Development Agency 
Board Member, with the cor-
rection to the spelling of her 
name. Second by Vice Presi-
dent Karena Thundercloud. 
11-0-2(Rep. Conroy Greend-
eer, Jr., Rep. Darren Brinegar) 
MOTION CARRIED.

New Business:

Resolution-Quick Passage 
Procedure to Amend the Ap-
propriations and Budget Pro-
cess Act

MOTION by Rep. Darren 
Brinegar to adopt Resolu-
tion 04-07-20 D, Quick Pas-
sage Procedure to Amend the 
Appropriations and Budget 
Process Act. Second by Rep. 
Kristin White Eagle. 12-
1(Rep. Robert TwoBears)-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Authorization 
and Support for Division of 
Planning and Development’s 
Application to Pursue a Ka-
boom Mini-Grant

Matthew Carriaga, Realty Di-
vision Director, stated that this 
is a grant for a playground at 
the Madison Branch Office. 
However, this branch office is 
closed indefinitely. Mr. Car-
riaga stated that the Executive 
Director of Administration’s 
recommendation is to strike 
this resolution. 

MOTION by Rep. Lawrence 
Walker, Jr. to adopt Resolu-
tion-Authorization and Sup-
port for Division of Planning 
and Development’s Applica-
tion to Pursue a Kaboom Mini-
Grant. Second by Rep. Conroy 
Greendeer, Jr. MOTION IS 
WITHDRAWN. SECOND 
CONCURS.

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux to TABLE Resolu-
tion-Authorization and Sup-
port for Division of Plan-
ning and Development’s 
Application to Pursue a Ka-
boom Mini-Grant. Second 
by Rep. Lawrence Walker, Jr. 
12-1(Vice President Karena 
Thundercloud)-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

Resolution-Authorization of 
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Right-of-Way on Blue Wing 
East #439T 2163 for the Ho-
Chunk Nation

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to adopt Resolution-
Authorization of Right-of-
Way on Blue Wing East #439T 
2163 for the Ho-Chunk Na-
tion. Second by Rep. Conroy 
Greendeer, Jr. SECOND IS 
WITHDRAWN. MOTION IS 
AMENDED to TABLE and 
add language regarding insur-
ance and renegotiations. Sec-
ond by Rep. Conroy Green-
deer, Jr. 13-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

Rep. Kathyleen Lone Tree-
Whiterabbit chatted that lan-
guage must be added that this 
does not waive the Nation’s 
sovereign immunity.

Resolution-Institution of Na-
tionwide Curfew in Response 
to COVID-19

MOTION by Rep. Hinu Smith 
to adopt Resolution- Institu-
tion of Nationwide Curfew in 
Response to COVID-19, with 
a 7:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. cur-
few. MOTION DIES DUE TO 
LACK OF SECOND.

Community Outreach

Rep. Hinu Smith asked what 
the Nation’s Emergency Pre-
paredness Plan for the com-
munities. Tribal Members 
are reaching out asking how 
their needs will be met, and if 
the Nation will be providing 
cleaning supplies, gloves and 
masks.

Rep. Lawrence Walker, Jr. 
spoke to old Ho-Chunk tradi-
tions and the mentality to al-
ways check on your relatives 
and elders. Within your com-
munity, Tribal Members need 
to come together, help out the 
relatives who need assistance. 
Work, cook or shop for elders 
and come together as a com-
munity.

Employee Benefits Update

Jasmine Gross, Insurance 
Manager, stated that health, 
dental and vision may contin-
ue on a temporary layoff. The 
premiums will be double de-
ducted upon the employees re-
turn to work. Additionally, life 
insurance, short-term disabil-
ity, long-term disability may 
continue on a temporary layoff 
up to 6 months, and the premi-
ums will be double deducted 
upon the employees return to 
work. All benefits will end if 
the temporary layoff turns into 
a permanent layoff. 

Rep. Hinu Smith inquired 
about Spectra employees. Sara 
Pomeroy stated that Spectra 
employees that have been laid 
off still have their insurance 
benefits. Sara stated that she is 
unsure what to do with the em-

ployees in the near future, as 
she has not received direction 
from anyone. Acting Execu-
tive Director of Business, Mi-
chael Sallaway will look into 
this, and keep the Legislature 
updated on the situation.

Nomination Hearing for Ex-
ecutive Director of Business

The Nomination Hearing took 
place at 9:00 a.m., before the 
start of the Legislative Meet-
ing.

Resolution-Acceptance/Deni-
al of Nomination for Execu-
tive Director of Business

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox to 
adopt Resolution 04-07-20 E, 
Denial of Acceptance of Ap-
plication of Michael Sallaway 
to be Interim Director of the 
Department of Business. Sec-
ond by Rep. Darren Brinegar. 
9-3(Rep. George Stacy, Rep. 
Lawrence Walker, Jr., Rep. 
Matt Mullen)-1(Rep. Kath-
yleen Lone Tree-Whiterabbit) 
MOTION CARRIED.

Individual/Personal Loan 
Payments to the Nation

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle that the Ho-
Chunk Nation suspend any 
loan payment for any pay-
ments that are taken out of per 
cap, examples given are Home 
Repair Loan with a recom-
mendation that First Nations 
Community Financial consid-
er suspend loan payments, in 
response to COVID-19. Sec-
ond by Rep. Sarah Lemieux. 
MOTION IS AMENDED to 
TABLE until after Executive 
Session. 13-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

Resolution-Support for Unit-
ed States 2020 Census and 
Recognizing the Importance 
Tribal Participation

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle to adopt Resolu-
tion 04-07-20 F, Support for 
United States 2020 Census and 
Recognizing the Importance 
Tribal Participation. Second 
by Rep. Darren Brinegar. 13-
0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

Food Pantry/Food Drive

With many families falling 
right above the income guide-
lines for commodities, Rep. 
Conroy Greendeer, Jr. men-
tioned a collaborative effort 
with the Executive Branch to 
create a Food Pantry, with the 
goal to distribute and dissemi-
nate goods towards communi-
ty buildings as supply depots. 

MOTION by Rep. Conroy 
Greendeer, Jr. to create an out-
reach team within the Execu-
tive Branch and Legislative 
Branch, with the hope of turn-
ing it into a Non-Profit Organi-
zation in the future. Second by 

Rep. Hinu Smith. MOTION 
IS AMENDED to include 
other branches and entities of 
the Ho-Chunk Nation, and to 
create a workgroup. Second 
concurs. 10-0-2(Rep. Robert 
TwoBears, Rep. Kristin White 
Eagle) MOTION CARRIED.

Neil Whitegull, Executive Di-
rector of HHCDA, was present 
via video conference. HHCDA 
was looking to partner with the 
Second Harvest Food Pantry, 
and looking to take donations 
or possibly get an exemption 
through HUD. Currently, food 
is not an allowable expense 
through ICDBG dollars. 

Rep. Darren Brinegar re-
quested an update on the wage 
guideline exemption the Na-
tion applied for in regards to 
Food Distribution. Andrea Es-
tebo, Executive Legislative In-
formation Officer, stated that 
the scope does not include the 
Milwaukee area. The Nation 
will be requesting an exemp-
tion for that. 

District Meetings:

D4-Chicago-March 9, 2020

No motions.

Resolution-Quick Passage 
Procedure to Amend the Ho-
Chunk Nation Employment 
Relations Act (6 HCC § 5)

MOTION by Vice President 
Karena Thundercloud to adopt 
Resolution-Quick Passage 
Procedure to Amend the Ho-
Chunk Nation Employment 
Relations Act (6 HCC § 5), 
including language of recalls. 
Second by Rep. Darren Brin-
egar. MOTION IS WITH-
DRAWN. SECOND CON-
CURS.

MOTION by Rep. Darren 
Brinegar to request Legislative 
Counsel re-draft Resolution-
Quick Passage Procedure to 
Amend the Ho-Chunk Nation 
Employment Relations Act 
(6 HCC § 5), including recall 
language, to be ready for next 
Session. Second by Rep. Paul 
Fox. 10-1(Rep. George Stacy)-
2(Rep. Robert TwoBears, Rep. 
Lawrence Walker, Jr.) MO-
TION CARRIED.

MOTION by Vice President 
Karena Thundercloud to re-
quest Legislative Counsel to 
bring back Resolution-Quick 
Passage Procedure to Amend 
the Ho-Chunk Nation Em-
ployment Relations Act (6 
HCC § 5) regarding Annual 
Leave payout during Emer-
gency Situations that was ad-
dressed at the March 31, 2020 
Special Legislative Meeting, 
and related research. Second 
by Rep. Matt Mullen. 9-0-
4(Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr., 
Rep. Darren Brinegar, Rep. 
Robert TwoBears, Rep. Law-
rence Walker, Jr.) MOTION 

CARRIED.

Executive Session:

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox to 
move into Executive Session. 
Second by Rep. Hinu Smith.  
MOTION IS WITHDRAWN.

Amendment to the Agenda:

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to add Resolution-Authorizing 
the Executive Branch to Ap-
ply for COVID-19 Grants to 
the agenda, and address right 
now. Second by Rep. Stepha-
nie Begay. 9-3(Rep. Lawrence 
Walker, Jr., Rep. Darren Brin-
egar, Rep. Sarah Lemieux)-
1(Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr. 
MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Authorizing the 
Executive Branch to Apply 
for COVID-19 Grants

MOTION by Rep. Darren 
Brinegar to adopt Resolution 
04-07-20 G, Authorizing the 
Executive Branch to apply 
for COVID-19 Grants with 
striking number two (2) in 
the Now, Therefore, be it Re-
solved.  Second by Rep. Rob-
ert TwoBears.  12-1(Rep. Mat-
thew Mullen)-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

Executive Session:

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to move into Executive Ses-
sion. Second by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux.  13-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

4:10 p.m.

Rep. Lawrence Walker, Jr. ex-
cused from the meeting at 5:04 
p.m.

Rep. Kathyleen Lone Tree-
Whiterabbit excused from the 
meeting at 5:35 p.m.

Rep. Kristin White Eagle off 
video conference at 7:02 a.m., 
joins via telephone later.

MOTION by Rep. Stepha-
nie Begay to move back into 
Open Session. Second by Rep. 
George Stacy. 9-0-0 MO-
TION CARRIED. 

7:16 p.m.

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to ratify all action taken 
in Executive Session. Second 
by Rep. George Stacy. 9-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Release to Open Session:

MOTION by Rep. Darren 
Brinegar to stop August Per-
cap advances until further 
notice, and release to Open 
Session. Second by Rep. Sar-
ah Lemieux. 8-1(Rep. Matt 
Mullen)-1(Rep. Paul Fox) 
MOTION CARRIED.

Amendment to the Agenda:

MOTION by Rep. Stepha-

nie Begay to add Resolution-
Quick Passage Procedure to 
Amend the Ho-Chunk Nation 
Employment Relations Act (6 
HCC § 5) Recall of Employ-
ees for Emergency Declara-
tion Incident Command Team 
to Fight COVID-19, Individu-
al/Personal Loan Payments to 
the Nation, Resolution-Con-
sent to BIA Fiscal Year 2020 
Tribal Priority Allocations, 
Resolution-Authorization of 
Residential Land Lease on 
Lot #39 of Wazee Subdivision 
#439 T 2172 for HHCDA, 
Resolution-Authorization of 
Residential Land Lease on 
Lot #40 of Wazee Subdivision 
#439 T 2172 for HHCDA, 
Resolution-Authorization of 
Residential Land Lease on 
Lot #41 of Wazee Subdivision 
#439 T 2172 for HHCDA, 
Resolution-Authorization of 
Residential Land Lease on 
Lot #42 of Wazee Subdivision 
#439 T 2172 for HHCDA, 
Resolution-Authorization of 
Residential Land Lease on 
Lot #50 of Wazee Subdivision 
#439 T 2172 for HHCDA, 
Resolution-Authorization of 
Residential Land Lease on 
Lot #61 of Wazee Subdivi-
sion #439 T 2172 for HHC-
DA, Resolution-Authorization 
for the Cancellation of Land 
Lease #1587 on Lot #16 of 
the Garvin Subdivision #439 
T 2152, Resolution-Autho-
rization of Residential Land 
Lease on Lot #16 of King of 
Thunder #439 T 2152 for April 
Link. Second by Rep. Conroy 
Greendeer, Jr. 9-1(Rep. Darren 
Brinegar)-0 MOTION CAR-
RIED.

Resolution-Quick Passage 
Procedure to Amend the 
Ho-Chunk Nation Employ-
ment Relations Act (6 HCC 
§ 5) Recall of Employees for 
Emergency Declaration Inci-
dent Command Team to Fight 
COVID-19

 7:19 p.m. Rep. Kristin White 
Eagle is on telephone. 

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox to 
adopt Resolution 04-07-20 H, 
Quick Passage Procedure to 
Amend the Ho-Chunk Nation 
Employment Relations Act (6 
HCC § 5) Recall of Employ-
ees for Emergency Declara-
tion Incident Command Team 
to Fight COVID-19. Second 
by Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr. 
9-2(Rep. George Stacy, Rep. 
Darren Brinegar)-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

Quick Passage requires a 2/3 
affirmative vote.

Individual/Personal Loan 
Payments to the Nation

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux that the Ho-Chunk 
Nation suspend any loan pay-
ment for any payments that are 
taken out of per cap, examples 
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given are Home Repair Loans 
with a recommendation that 
First Nations Community Fi-
nancial consider suspend loan 
payments, in response to CO-
VID-19. Second by Rep. Kris-
tin White Eagle. 7-0-4(Vice 
President, Darren Brinegar, 
Rep. Matt Mullen, Rep. Rob-
ert TwoBears) MOTION 
CARRIED. 

Resolution-Consent to BIA 
Fiscal Year 2020 Tribal Pri-
ority Allocations

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to adopt Resolution 04-
07-20 I, Consent to BIA Fis-
cal Year 2020 Tribal Priority 
Allocations. Second by Rep. 
Conroy Greendeer, Jr. 11-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Authorization of 
Residential Land Lease on 
Lot #39 of Wazee Subdivision 
#439 T 2172 for HHCDA

MOTION by Rep. Hinu Smith 
to adopt Resolution 04-07-20 
J, Authorization of Residential 

Land Lease on Lot #39 of Wa-
zee Subdivision #439 T 2172 
for HHCDA. Second by Rep. 
Paul Fox. 10-0-1(Rep. Robert 
TwoBears) MOTION CAR-
RIED.

Resolution-Authorization of 
Residential Land Lease on 
Lot #40 of Wazee Subdivision 
#439 T 2172 for HHCDA

MOTION by Rep. Hinu Smith 
to adopt Resolution 04-07-20 
K, Authorization of Residen-
tial Land Lease on Lot #40 
of Wazee Subdivision #439 T 
2172 for HHCDA. Second by 
Vice President Karena Thun-
dercloud. 10-0-1(Rep. Robert 
TwoBears) MOTION CAR-
RIED.

Resolution-Authorization of 
Residential Land Lease on 
Lot #41 of Wazee Subdivision 
#439 T 2172 for HHCDA

MOTION by Rep. Hinu Smith 
to adopt Resolution 04-07-20 
L, Authorization of Residen-
tial Land Lease on Lot #41 

of Wazee Subdivision #439 T 
2172 for HHCDA. Second by 
Rep. Paul Fox. 10-0-1(Rep. 
Robert TwoBears) MOTION 
CARRIED.

Resolution-Authorization of 
Residential Land Lease on 
Lot #42 of Wazee Subdivision 
#439 T 2172 for HHCDA

MOTION by Rep. Hinu Smith 
to adopt Resolution 04-07-20 
M, Authorization of Residen-
tial Land Lease on Lot #42 
of Wazee Subdivision #439 T 
2172 for HHCDA. Second by 
Rep. Paul Fox. 10-0-1(Rep. 
Robert TwoBears) MOTION 
CARRIED.

Resolution-Authorization of 
Residential Land Lease on 
Lot #50 of Wazee Subdivision 
#439 T 2172 for HHCDA

MOTION by Rep. Hinu Smith 
to adopt Resolution 04-07-20 
N, Authorization of Residen-
tial Land Lease on Lot #50 
of Wazee Subdivision #439 T 
2172 for HHCDA. Second by 

Rep. Paul Fox. 10-0-1(Rep. 
Robert TwoBears) MOTION 
CARRIED.

Resolution-Authorization of 
Residential Land Lease on 
Lot #61 of Wazee Subdivision 
#439 T 2172 for HHCDA

MOTION by Rep. Hinu Smith 
to adopt Resolution 04-07-20 
O, Authorization of Residen-
tial Land Lease on Lot #61 
of Wazee Subdivision #439 T 
2172 for HHCDA. Second by 
Rep. Paul Fox. 10-0-1(Rep. 
Robert TwoBears) MOTION 
CARRIED.

Resolution-Authorization 
for the Cancellation of Land 
Lease #1587 on Lot #16 of 
the Garvin Subdivision #439 
T 2152

MOTION by Rep. Hinu Smith 
to adopt Resolution 04-07-20 
P, Authorization for the Can-
cellation of Land Lease #1587 
on Lot #16 of the Garvin Sub-
division #439 T 2152. Second 
by Rep. Paul Fox. 10-0-1(Rep. 

Robert TwoBears) MOTION 
CARRIED. 

Resolution-Authorization of 
Residential Land Lease on 
Lot #16 of King of Thunder 
#439 T 2152 for April Link

MOTION by Rep. Hinu 
Smith to adopt Resolution 
04-07-20 Q, Authorization of 
Residential Land Lease on Lot 
#16 of King of Thunder #439 
T 2152 for April Link. Second 
by Rep. Paul Fox. 10-0-1(Rep. 
Robert TwoBears) MOTION 
CARRIED.

Adjournment:

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to adjourn. The next 
Legislative Meeting will take 
place Tuesday, April 14, 2020 
at 10:00 a.m. at the Tribal Of-
fice Building in Black River 
Falls, WI. Second by Rep. 
Darren Brinegar. 10-1(Rep. 
Conroy Greendeer, Jr.)-0 MO-
TION CARRIED.

The Legislative Meeting ad-
journed at 7:49 p.m.

HO-CHUNK NATION 
LEGISLATURE

 SPECIAL MEETING
TRIBAL EXECUTIVE 

OFFICES
BLACK RIVER FALLS, WI 

MARCH 31, 2020
Call to Order: President 
Marlon White Eagle called 
the meeting to order at 10:08 
a.m.

Roll Call: 
President Marlon White Ea-

gle-P       
Vice President Karena Thun-

dercloud-P  
Rep. George Stacy-P 
Rep. Hinu Smith-VC
Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr.-

P(10:42 a.m.)
Rep. Stephanie Begay-P
Rep. Kristin White Eagle-

VC 
Rep. Darren Brinegar-P 
Rep. Lawrence Walker, Jr.-

VC      
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-P   
Rep. Matthew Mullen-

VC 
Rep. Robert TwoBears-VC  
Rep. Paul Fox-P
Rep. Kathyleen Lone Tree-

Whiterabbit-VC
VC-Video Conference

Determination of Quorum: 
Quorum is established at 
10:09 a.m.

Opening Prayer: President 
Marlon White Eagle offered a 
word of prayer.

Approval of Agenda:

MOTION by Vice President 
Karena Thundercloud to ap-
prove the agenda as presented. 
Second by Rep. Stephanie Be-
gay. 11-0-0 MOTION CAR-

RIED. Rep. Kathyleen Lone 
Tree-Whiterabbit did not re-
spond due to technical diffi-
culties. 

Approval of Previous Meet-
ing Minutes:

Special Legislative Meeting 
Minutes-March 23, 2020

MOTION by Rep. Darren 
Brinegar to approve the March 
23, 2020 Special Legislative 
Meeting minutes with correc-
tions. Second by Vice Presi-
dent Karena Thundercloud. 
11-0-0 MOTION CARRIED. 
Rep. Robert TwoBears did not 
respond due to technical diffi-
culties.

Emergency Special Legisla-
tive Meeting Minutes-March 
25, 2020

MOTION by Rep. Darren 
Brinegar to approve the March 
25, 2020 Emergency Special 
Legislative Meeting minutes 
with corrections. Second by 
Vice President Karena Thun-
dercloud. 11-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. Rep. Robert Two-
Bears did not respond due to 
technical difficulties.

Unfinished Business:

Resolution-Shelter in Place 
in Response to COVID-19

Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr. 
arrived at 10:42 a.m. Rep. 
Greendeer stated his tardiness 
is due to attending a 12 Clans, 
Inc. meeting. 

MOTION by Rep. Hinu 
Smith to adopt Resolution-
Shelter in Place in Response 
to COVID-19. Second by 

Rep. George Stacy. MO-
TION IS AMENDED to de-
lete the President signature. 
Second concurs. MOTION IS 
AMENDED to change the title 
to “Safer at Home,” and add-
ing official statements from 
the Department of Health as a 
new number four on page two. 
Second concurs. MOTION 
IS AMENDED to TABLE. 
Second concurs. 12-0-1(Rep. 
Conroy Greendeer, Jr.) MO-
TION CARRIED.

Resolution-Closing Ho-
Chunk Nation Borders of the 
Nation’s Lands in Response 
to COVID-19

MOTION by Vice Presi-
dent Karena Thundercloud to 
DENY Resolution-Closing 
Ho-Chunk Nation Borders 
of the Nation’s Lands in Re-
sponse to COVID-19. Second 
by Rep. Darren Brinegar. 13-
0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

It was stated that the opposi-
tion is not to closing the Na-
tion’s boarders, rather, the 
closure contradicts laws of 
the Nation, and access to BIA 
Roads.  

MOTION by Rep. Hinu 
Smith to request Legislative 
Counsel to work with Depart-
ment of Justice and police to 
consider changes regarding 
laws on curfew, police hours, 
check marks and enforcement 
of quarantine during a Ho-
Chunk Nation State of Emer-
gency situation, and bring 
back analysis later today. Sec-
ond by Rep. George Stacy. 13-
0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Quick Passage 
Procedure to Amend Employ-

ment Relations Act, 6 HCC 
§ 5 (RE: State of Emergency 
Drug Testing)

Compliance tracks the 40% on 
the calendar year. Normally, 
Compliance completes 4% 
each month.

MOTION by Vice President 
Karena Thundercloud to adopt 
Resolution- Quick Passage 
Procedure to Amend Employ-
ment Relations Act, 6 HCC § 5 
(RE: State of Emergency Drug 
Testing). Second by Rep. Hinu 
Smith. MOTION IS WITH-
DRAWN. Second concurs. 

Resolution-Quick Passage 
Procedure to Amend Employ-
ment Relations Act, 6 HCC § 
5 (RE: Annual Leave Payout 
during Emergency Situa-
tions)

MOTION by Rep. Hinu Smith 
to adopt Resolution-Quick 
Passage Procedure to Amend 
Employment Relations Act, 6 
HCC § 5 (RE: Annual Leave 
Payout during Emergency 
Situations), changing the lan-
guage for laid off employees 
to access their annual leave. 
MOTION DIES DUE TO 
LACK OF A SECOND.

MOTION by Vice Presi-
dent Karena Thundercloud to 
adopt Resolution 03-31-20 
A, Quick Passage Procedure 
to Amend Employment Rela-
tions Act, 6 HCC § 5. Second 
by Rep. Hinu Smith. SEC-
OND IS WITHDRAWN. Sec-
ond by Rep. Stephanie Begay. 
6-5(Rep. Darren Brinegar, 
Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr., 
Rep. Hinu Smith, Rep. Kris-
tin White Eagle, Rep. Robert 
TwoBears)-2(Rep. Lawrence 

Walker, Jr., Rep. Matt Mullen) 
MOTION DEFEATED.

President Marlon White Eagle 
encourages employees to uti-
lize annual leave. In the future, 
he would like to see a “Use it 
or Lose it” philosophy imple-
mented in regards to annual 
leave.

Resolution-Quick Passage 
Procedure to Amend Employ-
ment Relations Act, 6 HCC § 
5 (RE: Employee Complaint 
Provisions during Emergency 
Situations)

MOTION by Rep. Darren 
Brinegar to DENY Resolu-
tion-Quick Passage Procedure 
to Amend Employment Rela-
tions Act, 6 HCC § 5. Second 
by Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr. 
9-4(Rep. George Stacy, Rep. 
Hinu Smith, Rep. Lawrence 
Walker, Jr., Rep. Matt Mul-
len)-0 MOTION CARRIED.

First Nations Community Fi-
nancial Request

Becky Albert-Breed, Execu-
tive Director of First Nations 
Community Financial, stated 
that the Board approved the 
expansion of the emergency 
loan. Additionally, the Board 
will approve the employee ex-
tension of the loan. 

There was discussion regard-
ing compact deducts, and if 
this is an option for the First 
Nations Community Financial 
Request. Rep. Darren Brinegar 
mentioned at the October 30, 
2019 Regular Finance Com-
mittee meeting, a motion was 
made to suspend any further 
Compact Deduct requests un-
til there is a strategic planning 
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MOTION by Rep. Hinu 
Smith to refer to Legislative 
Legal and Legislative Budget 
Analyst to search for poten-
tial funds and look into the 
new Federal Relief Legisla-
tion to see if this would be an 
option to recoup some of the 
funds for the emergency loans, 
and to look into possibility of 
any compact deduct. Second 
by Rep. Sarah Lemieux. 12-
1(Rep. Robert TwoBears)-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

New Business:

Resolution-Authorizing De-
partment of Health to Enter 
Contracts in Response to CO-
VID-19

MOTION by Vice Presi-
dent Karena Thundercloud to 
adopt Resolution 03-31-20 
B, Authorizing Department 
of Health to Enter Contracts 
in Response to COVID-19. 
Second by Rep. Stephanie Be-
gay. 13-0-0 MOTION CAR-
RIED.

Resolution-Compact Deduct 
for Department of Education

Pre-K – 12, Educational Dis-
abilities Division and Higher 
Education Division submitted 
written reports that included 
budgets and needs of students.

The top priority for students 
at this time is internet access, 
as schools are closed and stu-
dents are learning from home. 
The Treasurer will work with 
the Department of Education 
to find funding. 

It was asked why the funds 
for the Education Disabilities 
Division cannot be taken from 
the Disability Code Fund. Ex-
ecutive Director of Education 
stated that the Disability Code 
stopped taking requests last 
December. 

In regards to the Resolution, 
Legislative Counsel stated that 
there are many variables in 
getting this approved with the 
State as a compact deduct. 

MOTION by Rep. Darren 
Brinegar to TABLE this topic 
until Tuesday, April 7, 2020 
while the Treasurer looks for 
additional funds, for at the 
very least, internet services to 
Ho-Chunk students who do not 
qualify for the free internet. 
Second by Rep. Kristin White 
Eagle. MOTION IS AMEND-
ED to include any recommen-
dations from Dr. Funmaker for 
disabled students. 12-0-1(Rep. 
Robert TwoBears) MOTION 
CARRIED.

Break:

MOTION by Rep. Stepha-
nie Begay to recess for a 
30-minute lunch. Second by 
Vice President Karena Thun-

dercloud. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

Rep. Darren Brinegar out of 
the room.

12:22 p.m.

Call to Order: President 
Marlon White Eagle called 
the meeting to order at 1:06 
p.m.

Roll Call:
President Marlon White Ea-

gle-P       
Vice President Karena Thun-

dercloud-P
Rep. George Stacy-P 
Rep. Hinu Smith-VC
Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr.-P             
Rep. Stephanie Begay-P
Rep. Kristin White Eagle-VC
Rep. Darren Brinegar-P 
Rep. Lawrence Walker, Jr.-

VC      
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-P  
Rep. Matthew Mullen-VC
Rep. Robert TwoBears-VC  
Rep. Paul Fox-P
Rep. Kathyleen Lone Tree-

Whiterabbit-VC
VC-Video Conference

Determination of Quorum: 
Quorum is established at 1:08 
p.m.

Amendment to the Agenda:

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux to add Harrison Fun-
maker to the agenda, and ad-
dress right now. Second by 
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

1:10 p.m. President Marlon 
White Eagle was excused from 
the meeting. Vice President 
Karena Thundercloud chairs 
the meeting.

Harrison Funmaker

Harrison Funmaker stated that 
he is back to work, working on 
the pipelines. He stated there 
are pipelines that go through 
the Wisconsin River, and the 
proposed pipelines are to 
go through Ho-Chunk terri-
tory, through Minnesota and 
through Green Bay. 

Mr. Funmaker was hoping to 
get some legislation to have 
the pipelines go around Ho-
Chunk territories. 

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux to request Legisla-
tive Counsel draft a resolution 
stating the Nation’s opposi-
tion to pipelines and to gather 
options of Legislation to pre-
vent the pipelines from going 
through Ho-Chunk territory, 
for next session. Second by 
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Quick Passage 
Procedure to Amend Employ-
ment Relations Act, 6 HCC § 
5

This amendment to the Em-

ployment Relations Act is in 
regards to adding furlough, 
temporary layoff, permanent 
layoff and accrued annual 
leave. 

Rep. Darren Brinegar would 
like it stated in the Resolution 
that all layoffs will need to be 
called back. 

The Attorney General stated 
that a provision to the recall 
section is not within this reso-
lution, and that will need to be 
adding and reviewed by the 
Department of Justice. The 
Attorney General recommend-
ing tabling this resolution so 
the Department of Justice can 
work on that language. 

MOTION by Rep. Darren 
Brinegar to adopt Resolution-
Quick Passage Procedure to 
Amend Employment Rela-
tions Act, 6 HCC § 5 with 
adding that all layoffs will be 
recalled. Second by Rep. Paul 
Fox. 5-8(Rep. George Stacy, 
Vice President Karena Thun-
dercloud, Rep. Stephanie Be-
gay, Rep. Conroy Greendeer, 
Jr., Rep. Kristin White Eagle, 
Rep. Lawrence Walker, Jr., 
Rep. Matt Mullen, Rep. Rob-
ert TwoBears)-0 MOTION 
DEFEATED.

MOTION by Rep. George 
Stacy to TABLE Resolution-
Quick Passage Procedure to 
Amend Employment Relations 
Act, 6 HCC § 5 for Depart-
ment of Justice review. Second 
by Rep. Kristin White Eagle. 
12-1(Rep. Darren Brinegar)-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Moratorium on 
Spending Beyond Fiscal Year 
Budget Appropriations

Rose Adams, Finance Director 
from the Treasury Department 
stated that budget mods can be 
completed during this time.

The Department of Justice 
does not view this resolution 
as necessary, as the Nation al-
ready has the Budget and Ap-
propriations Act.

MOTION by Rep. Hinu Smith 
to deny Resolution-Moratori-
um on Spending Beyond Fis-
cal Year Budget Appropria-
tions. Second by Rep. George 
Stacy. 12-0-1(Rep. Kathyleen 
Lone Tree-Whiterabbit) MO-
TION CARRIED.

The Attorney General men-
tioned a “Cost Containment” 
memo that is being drafted. 
The Attorney General will 
be presenting this to the 
President and his staff. That 
draft document details stick-
ing to essential spending, no 
new contracts, all travel will 
be cancelled, all credit card 
spending will be halted, non-
essential vehicle and furniture 
purchases are cancelled. After 
it is approved, the Attorney 

General will request that this 
be shared with other branches 
of government.

Third Party Revenue Dollars

This agenda item was just for 
discussion. These funds could 
be utilized in regards to CO-
VID-19 pandemic, as this is a 
health emergency. This was a 
just a point to ponder.  

Legislative Committees

MOTION by Rep. Darren 
Brinegar to suspend all Leg-
islative Committee meetings 
until further notice, due to the 
declaration of a State of Emer-
gency. Second by Rep. Conroy 
Greendeer, Jr. 13-0-0 MO-
TION CARRIED.

NOTED: All urgent matters 
will be submitted to full Leg-
islature.

Mileage

MOTION by Rep. Stepha-
nie Begay that Legislators do 
not collect mileage to come 
to the Tribal Office Building 
for work, including meetings. 
Second by Rep. Hinu Smith. 
MOTION IS AMENDED to 
forego all mileage at this time 
during the declared State of 
Emergency. Second concurs. 
6-6(Rep. Darren Brinegar, 
Rep. Paul Fox, Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle, Rep. Lawrence 
Walker, Jr., Rep. Matt Mullen, 
Rep. Kathyleen Lone Tree-
Whiterabbit)-1(Rep. Conroy 
Greendeer, Jr.) MOTION 
TIED. President Marlon White 
Eagle was not present to break 
the tie. No action taken.

There was brief discussion 
about checking out fleet ve-
hicles for 6 months at a time.

MOTION by Rep. Hinu 
Smith for Legislative Legal 
to draft a resolution amending 
the Fleet Ordinance requiring 
Legislators to be included like 
other staff, to get fleet denial 
before claiming mileage. MO-
TION DIES DUE TO LACK 
OF A SECOND.

Credit Card Policy

During the State of Emer-
gency, Legislators are helping 
Tribal members with food and 
supplies, utilizing their own 
personal funds. There was dis-
cussion on how Tribal mem-
bers that are in great need can 
get help as soon as possible. 
There is also a donation line 
item within the Office of the 
President, and there are guide-
lines for donation line item.

There was brief discussion 
regarding getting a waiver or 
exemption for Tribal Members 
for food distribution during 
this State of Emergency.

MOTION by Rep. Darren 
Brinegar to request Legisla-

tive Legal and Department 
of Justice to work together to 
request exemption on income 
guidelines for food distribu-
tion during the State of Emer-
gency, and this to be complet-
ed by next Tuesday. Second by 
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Andrea Estebo, Executive 
Legislative Information Offi-
cer, stated that this is already 
in the process.

MOTION by Rep. Darren 
Brinegar to add Quick Passage 
Appropriations Act to next 
Legislative Session. Second 
by Rep. Kristin White Eagle. 
13-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

President Marlon White Ea-
gle returns at 2:38 p.m., and 
chairs the meeting.

Revisit-Resolution-Shelter 
in Place in Response to CO-
VID-19

MOTION by Rep. Hinu 
Smith to adopt Resolution 03-
31-20 D, Cii Hapera Hiraicera 
Piiin Safer at Home Response 
to COVID-19. Second by Vice 
President Karena Thunder-
cloud. 9-0-2(Rep. Lawrence 
Walker, Jr., Rep. Robert Two-
Bears) MOTION CARRIED.

Rep. Paul Fox out of the room.

Rep. Kathyleen Lone Tree-
Whiterabbit was offline.

Executive Session:

MOTION by Vice President 
Karena Thundercloud to move 
into Executive Session. Sec-
ond by Rep. Conroy Green-
deer, Jr. 11-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.  

Rep. Paul Fox out of the room.

Rep. Kathyleen Lone Tree-
Whiterabbit was offline.

2:56 p.m.

MOTION by Rep. Darren 
Brinegar to move into Open 
Session. Second by Rep. Paul 
Fox. 13-0-0 MOTION CAR-
RIED.

4:51 p.m.

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to ratify all action taken in 
Executive Session. Second by 
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Adjournment:

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to adjourn. The next Regular 
Legislative Meeting will take 
place Tuesday, April 7, 2020 at 
10:00 a.m. at the Tribal Office 
Building in Black River Falls, 
WI. Second by Rep. Stepha-
nie Begay. 13-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

The Special Legislative Meet-
ing adjourned at 4:53 p.m.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF THE ESTATE OF:

OWEN CYRUS MIKE

A Petition for Probate was filed in the Ho-Chunk Nation Trial Court. 

You have 90 calendar days from the date of the first publication of 

this notice (FEBRUARY 28, 2020) to present your claims to either the:

CLERK OF COURT

PO BOX 70

BLACK RIVER FALLS, WI 54615

OR to the Personal Representative of the Estate:

PAULA MIKE

W7052 BUSH ROAD

NEILLSVILLE, WI 54456

The deadline for filing claims is:

MAY 28, 2020

Only those claims so presented may be paid from the estate. 
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Millions of people have the same fears as us. Find someone who you can 
talk to about how you are feeling. Listen to them. Avoid social media that 
makes you feel panicked.

We all need a break sometimes. When your 
children are asleep, do something fun or relaxing 
for yourself. Make a list of healthy activities that 
YOU like to do. You deserve it!

You are not alone

Take a break

Listen to 
your kids

Take a 
Pause

1-minute 
relaxation 

activity that 
you can do 

whenever you 
are feeling 

stressed or 
worried

Step 1: Set up
•   Find a comfortable sitting position, your feet flat 

on the floor, your hands resting in your lap.
•  Close your eyes if you feel comfortable.

Step 2: Think, feel, body
•  Ask yourself, “What am I thinking now?”
•   Notice your thoughts. Notice if they are negative 

or positive.
•   Notice how you feel emotionally. Notice if your 

feelings are happy or not.
•   Notice how your body feels. Notice anything that 

hurts or is tense.

Step 3: Focus on your breath
•  Listen to your breath as it goes in and out.
•   You can put a hand on your stomach and feel it 

rise and fall with each breath.
•   You may want to say to yourself “It’s okay.

Whatever it is, I am okay.”
•  Then just listen to your breath for a while.

Step 4: Coming back
•   Notice how your whole body feels. 
•   Listen to the sounds in the room. 

Step 5: Reflecting
•  Think ‘do I feel different at all?’. 
•   When you are ready, open your eyes. 

Be open and listen to your
children. Your children will 

look to you for support 
and reassurance. Listen 

to your children when they 
share how they are feeling. 

Accept how they feel and 
give them comfort.

Taking a Pause can also be helpful when you find your child 
is irritating you or has done something wrong. It gives you a 
chance to be calmer. Even a few deep breaths or connecting 
with the feeling of the floor beneath can make a difference.

You can also Take a Pause with your children!

Keep Calm and Manage Stress
COVID-19 PARENTING5

This is a stressful time. Take care of yourself, so you can support your children.

Parenting for Lifelong Health is supported by the UKRI GCRF Accelerating Achievement for Africa’s Adolescents Hub, the European Research Council (ERC) under the European Union’s Seventh Framework Programme and the Horizon 2020 
Research and Innovation Programme, Oxford University Innovation GCRF Sustainable Impact Fund, UNICEF, the Leverhulme Trust, the Economic and Social Research Council, WHO, CIDA, the National Research Foundation of South Africa, 

Ilifa Labantwana, Rand Merchant Bank Fund, the ApexHi Charitable Trust, the John Fell Fund, the Evaluation Fund, the UBS Optimus Foundation, USAID-PEPFAR, the Wellcome Trust, Grand Challenges Canada and Wellspring Advisors.

The mark “CDC” is owned by 
the US Dept of Health and 
Human Services and is used 
with permission. Use of this 
logo is not an endorsement 
by HHS or CDC of any 
particular product, service, 
or enterprise.

Parenting tips  
from WHO

Parenting tips  
from UNICEF

In worldwide 
languages EVIDENCE-BASE 

For more information click below links:



Ho hirogini\na\ wira 24, 2020PAGE 14  LEGALS 



April 24, 2020 LEGALS / ENROLLMENT PAGE 15 

Ho-Chunk Nation Office of Tribal Enrollment 
 

*Office of Tribal Enrollment forms are available online @ http://www.ho-chunknation.com/documents   

 

2020 ANNUAL ADDRESS VERIFICATION 
Notice from the HCN Office of Tribal Enrollment 

 
In accordance to HCC § 12, Per Capita Distribution Ordinance, Sec.7c.  Each member shall be 
required to submit an annual address verification form (either paper or electronic) to the 
Enrollment Office in accordance with the procedures and instructions promulgated by the 
Enrollment Office.   
 
Please take notice of the following very important information: 
 
In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Ho-Chunk Nation leadership had to make the difficult 
decision to implement an emergency plan to only maintain employees to perform the critical 
functions and services within the Nation’s governmental structure.     
 
Due to the current staffing level of the Enrollment Office, the Annual Address Verification 
process is postponed to coincide with the November 2020 Per Capita Distribution 
schedule. As the situation changes, we will re-evaluate the staff level to determine if further 
changes must be made to the Annual Address Verification schedule and post updates in future 
editions of the Hocak Worak.   
 
It is very important that you keep your address current.  The Change of Address form can 
be found on the Nations website at https:/ho-chunknation.com.  Although mail and faxes are still 
accepted and retrieved from the Office twice a week, the most efficient way to submit 
information to the Enrollment Office is to email to:   enrollmentinfo@ho-chunk.com.   

2020 ANNUAL ADDRESS VERIFICATION
Notice from the HCN Office of Tribal 

Enrollment

In accordance to HCC § 12, Per Capita 
Distribution Ordinance, Sec.7c.  Each member 
shall be required to submit an annual address 
verification form (either paper or electronic) to 
the Enrollment Office in accordance with the 
procedures and instructions promulgated by the 
Enrollment Office.  

Please take notice of the following very important 
information:

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Ho-
Chunk Nation leadership had to make the 
difficult decision to implement an emergency 
plan to only maintain employees to perform the 
critical functions and services within the Nation’s 
governmental structure.    

Due to the current staffing level of the Enrollment 
Office, the Annual Address Verification 
process is postponed to coincide with the 
November 2020 Per Capita Distribution 
schedule. As the situation changes, we will 
re-evaluate the staff level to determine if further 
changes must be made to the Annual Address 
Verification schedule and post updates in future 
editions of the Hocak Worak.  

It is very important that you keep your 
address current.  The Change of Address form 
can be found on the Nations website at https:/
ho-chunknation.com.  Although mail and faxes 
are still accepted and retrieved from the Office 
twice a week, the most efficient way to submit 
information to the Enrollment Office is to email to:   
enrollmentinfo@ho-chunk.com.  

*Office of Tribal Enrollment forms are available online 
@ http://www.ho-chunknation.com/documents 
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Connect with us: 
@uscensusbureau  

For more information: 
2020CENSUS.GOV

2020 Census

Safety 
and Security

Your responses to the 2020 Census are safe.   
Your responses to the 2020 Census are protected by law. Under Title 13 of the U.S. Code, the U.S. Census 
Bureau cannot release any information that identifies you individually. Every Census Bureau employee 
and contractor is sworn for life to always protect your information. Violating that oath carries stiff 
penalties for all Census Bureau workers — a fine up to $250,000 and/or up to five years in prison. 
 
The Census Bureau uses your information for statistical purposes only, such as helping to inform 
decisions for new hospitals, schools and roads.  
 
Responses to the 2020 Census are secure. 
The Census Bureau has a team of cybersecurity experts who monitor and protect all agency 
technology around the clock.  Our cybersecurity meets the highest standards for protecting your 
information. From the moment we collect your responses, our goal — and legal obligation — is to 
keep them safe. The Census Bureau’s technology is protected by strong authentication and 
authorization methods and is fully “locked down” so that it can only be accessed by fully vetted 
individuals who are trained in data and cyber security. These individuals make sure we keep pace 
with evolving threats and security advancements. 
 
No matter how you respond, your information remains protected. 
The Census Bureau designed the information collection process with layers of security to keep your 
information safe and secure.  
 
Whether you respond online, by phone, by mail, or if a census employee comes to your door, your 
information is collected, transmitted and kept secure throughout the process.  When you are on our 
secure website, you can verify it’s safe by making sure the address begins with ‘HTTPS’ and includes a 
lock symbol.  If you’re visited by a census employee, know that the technology they use has the same 
strong security controls, and is fully compliant with the standards mandated for Federal systems. 
 
The Census Bureau works with the federal intelligence cyber community and industry experts 
to stay abreast of emerging cyber threats to continuously update protections and safeguards 
for your information.  

Connect with us: 
@uscensusbureau  

For more information: 
2020CENSUS.GOV
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