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HCN Department of Health facilities
continue to require face masks
Ardith Van Riper
Editor
Face masks are still required for all
patients, visitors, and employees in the
Ho-Chunk Nation Department of Health
clinics, health offices, and facilities. The
goal is to keep all safe from COVID and
other airborne infectious diseases.
On March 8, the Ho-Chunk Nation
Legislate Branch announced an amendment to the Ho-Chunk Nation Face Covering Ordinance that face masks are not
required for patrons, guests, or visitors.
Face masks are recommended for those
individuals. However, per that same
amendment, employees must wear face
masks.
At the March 22 Regular Meeting, the
Legislature reassessed the Face Covering
Ordinance. The recommendation was to
include the Department of Health’s mask
requirement.
If conditions continue to improve, the
Department of Health will revisit the
face mask requirement and announce
any changes.

Face Mask is
Required
To keep you, our patients,
and our staff safe
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Letter from the President

As we slowly emerge from
the isolation and quarantine
brought about by the worldwide pandemic caused by
COVID-19, it is great to participate in person when safety
protocols allow.
The Wisconsin Governor’s Conference on Tourism
(WIGCOT) convened in person this year at the Monona
Terrace Convention Center
in Madison, Wisconsin on
March 13 to 15.
Ho-Chunk Gaming Wisconsin was WIGCOT 2022 solo
Gold Sponsor. The sponsorship was carried over from
2020 and 2021, when the conference was limited to virtual
participation.
Ho-Chunk Gaming Wisconsin marketing teams were on
hand to learn trade practices
and perspectives, and exhibit
brand merchandise for conference participants and other
tourism leaders in the conference marketplace.
Ho-Chunk Nation Public Relations Officer Casey
Brown took the opportunity
to interface with Wisconsin
Department of Tourism’s
Secretary-designee Anne Sayers, the Wisconsin Council on
Tourism Board Members, and
his Native American Tourism
of Wisconsin colleagues during the 3-day conference.
Wisconsin Department of
Administration hosted and
invited tribal leaders to learn
about the Wisconsin Shipwreck Coast National Marine
Sanctuary, which designates

962 square miles of Wisconsin coastal waters of Lake
Michigan protected to preserve 36 shipwreck sites and
59 potential shipwreck sites.
The sanctuary offers a national stage to promote heritage tourism and recreation.
I was able to attend the
Lunch: Insights and Travel
Trends program during Day 3
of the conference.
U.S. Travel Association
Vice President Angie Briggs
provided insight on how
well Wisconsin tourism has
recovered, noting that some
destinations have not fully reopened from the pandemic.
“I just came from San Francisco (California), and the hotel I stayed at had half of their
floors closed,” Briggs said.
Wisconsin hosted the Professional Golf Association’s
(PGA) Ryder Cup 2021 at
Whistling Straights Golf
Course in Sheboygan, Wisconsin.
Not only did the U.S. team
win the event, the financial
impact of the Ryder Cup uplifted Wisconsin tourism in
and around the Sheboygan
area, and put Wisconsin on
the international golf destination map.
The Ryder Cup presenter
shared a graphic showing
where the event was held
prior to coming to Wisconsin, and the future site of the
event. The locations included
Paris, France; Sheboygan,
Wisconsin; and Rome, Italy.
I was also able to attend

the Governor’s Dinner and
Awards Celebration.
The Governor’s Tourism
Awards recognize and honor
people and organizations
that have made a significant
impact on Wisconsin’s tourism industry with awards in 6
categories.
The Governor and the Tour-

ism Secretary present the
following awards each year:
Legacy; Rising Star; Innovation; Service Excellence; Arts,
Culture, Heritage; Diversity,
Equity, Accessibility, and Inclusion.
Overall, it was great to see
the Ho-Chunk Nation brand,
Ho-Chunk Gaming Wiscon-
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sin, represented by tribal
members during the conference.
Thank you to each of our
Ho-Chunk Gaming Wisconsin
sites for all your hard work
and dedication to represent
our people and communities
well as tourism professionals.
Keep up the good work.

Ho-Chunk Gaming-Wittenberg Senior Manager Public Relations Jessica Clark,
Ho-Chunk Nation Public Relations Officer Casey Brown, Wisconsin Governor
Tony Evers, Ho-Chunk Nation President Marlon WhiteEagle, Ho-Chunk GamingWisconsin Dells Marketing Assistant Jordan Dominguez, and Executive
Legislative Information Officer Nate Longtail pose for a photo at the WIGCOT
2022 Governor’s Dinner and Awards Celebration.

Platteville Wholesale Fish Dealer
Convicted in Wisconsin’s First-ever
Invasive Carp Case

Public Tip Started DNR Warden Investigation in 2018
MADISON, Wis. – A
wholesale fish dealer from
Platteville was convicted of
illegally selling invasive carp,
Wisconsin’s most prominent
and highly destructive invasive species. The case is the
first-ever in Wisconsin involving the illegal sale of Asian
carp.
Ping Li, co-owner and sole
operator of Li Fish Farm,

LLC in rural Platteville, was
convicted in Grant and Dane
county circuit courts of two
misdemeanor crimes and 17
forfeiture violations under
a plea deal. Li was ordered
to pay more than $13,000 in
penalties.
The 19 convictions were for
violations, including Violation of Wholesale Fish Dealer
Vehicle ID Requirements

Invasive carp can destroy habitats of native fish.
Photo credit: iStock.com / wrangel

when Transporting Fish, Possession of Illegal Fish with a
Value Over $300, Improper
Transport of Asian Carp and
Failure to Keep Wholesale
Fish Dealer Records.
A complaint from a member
of the public sparked an investigation by the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in 2018, which
focused primarily on activities
during 2018 and 2019. However, the illegal fish activities
had been ongoing for several
years before.
The types of carp involved
in this case – bighead, silver
and grass – are different from
the carp commonly known
as German carp or common
carp, which have lived in Wisconsin since the mid-1800s.
Bighead, silver and grass carp
are highly invasive fish that
can destroy habitats of native
state fish.
“The species is top on the
Least Wanted Aquatic Invasive Species List from the
Great Lakes – St. Lawrence
Governors and Premiers,”
said Lt. Robert Stroess,

DNR warden administrator
for Commercial Fishing and
Aquatic Species in Trade Enforcement.
Specifically, threats from
each type of carp include:
The bighead carp is a feeder
of plankton, which is a primary food for many native
fish including walleye, yellow
perch, lake whitefish and all
juvenile fish. This specific
carp is a major threat to the
Great Lakes $7 billion fishing
industry.
The silver carp is another
feeder on fish habitats attacked by the bighead. This
species also is known to leap
out of the water, which is
a threat to boaters and the
region’s $16 billion boating
industry.
The grass carp eats aquatic
habitats and is known to help
cause algae blooms and damage to wetlands and waterfowl
habitats.
In Wisconsin, by law, invasive carp must be either eviscerated (gutted) or have the
entire gill covering severed.
This requirement exists be-

cause these invasive carp can
survive out of water for up to
a day or longer. Gutting them
or severing the gill covering
ensures the fish cannot be revived. Many other states have
similar laws.
“The laws around the Great
Lakes states are in place to
minimize the threat of these
species finding their way into
new waterways at the hands
of humans,” said Stroess.
“The laws serve as important
protections for our native
Wisconsin fish.”
Nearly all the invasive
carp Li sold and transported
were completely intact and
therefore illegal in Wisconsin. In 2018 alone, more than
9,000 pounds of Li’s overall
invasive carp sales were transported or sold illegally in the
state.
Li also violated the law
when he used an unmarked
refrigerated van to transport
and deliver most of the illegal
carp, making it difficult to
identify it as a wholesale fish
dealer vehicle.
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NDN Collective
releases Dakota
Access Pipeline report

Elder Birthdays

1 Anthony Kingswan
		 Bruce Decorah
		 Marlene Hopinkah
		 Harold Brooks
2 John Whitewing
		 Thomas Powers
		 Gregory Butterfield
3 Richard Funmaker
		 John De Trinidad
4 Timothy Hanson
6 Anthony Mullen
7 Mildred Moyer
8 Lee Brown, Jr.
		 Samuel Thundercloud
		 Gary Phillips
9 Phyllis Big Soldier
		 Regina Reel
		 Ira Funmaker
10 Dean Whitewater
		 Alan Kehe
		 Roberta Hall
		 Teala Edwards
		 Aurelia Hopinkah
		 Bonita Clairmont
11 Raymond Cabasos
		 Linda Reider
		 Annette Littlewolf
		 Dean Ryan
		 Kathy Frogg
12 Roger Perry
13 Lori Schmolke
		 Bonnie Tech
		 Leanne Burnstad
14 Leona Mc Kee
15 Gary Whitewing
		 Roger Pettibone
		 Barbara Whitewater
16 Ileana Henry
		 Reginald Pettibone
		 Lois Behrens
17 Roger Snake
		 Kenneth Whitehorse
		 Beverly Inman
		 James Greendeer
		 Consuelo Contreras
		 Robert Bird
		 Anita Alderman

Continued from Page 1
caused us to become distant
with each other at time. We
all had to mourn in our own
ways,” the statement says.
Decorah’s case became a
rallying point locally for the
missing and murdered Indigenous people’s movement, an
international movement that
seeks justice for and solutions
to disproportionate levels of
homicide and violence against
Indigenous people.
In the days and months after
Decorah’s death, her family
and friends pushed to bring
attention to her case and that
of other Indigenous women,
by holding demonstrations,
having T-shirts printed and
starting a Facebook page that
garnered over 2,000 members.
On Friday, federal prosecutors sought the maximum
penalty, 35 years, in Rooney’s
case, pointing to the “heinous” nature of the crime
and how he had “essentially
cremated this woman,” said
Assistant U.S. Attorney Lecia
Wright in an interview Monday.

18 Ruth Decorah
21 Stuart Taylor
		 Kimberly Cloud
22 Michele MacKinnis
		 Rita Gardner
		 Nathaniel Cloud
		 Sharon Ornellas
		 Ila Waller
23 Suzanne McComas
		 Ernestine Helgesen
		 Sue Krivitz
		 Kathy Trudel
		 Dale Prescott
24 Dolly Finn
		 Betty Preece
		 Caralee Murphy
25 Roger Allen
		 Martin Falcon
		 Frank Tudahl
		 Alan Whitegull
		 Joan Miller
		 Edward Greengrass
		 Debra Neer
26 Jacob Lonetree
		 Sandra Sliwicki
27 Gregory Blackcoon
		 Mark Houghton
28 Glen Greengrass
		 Lora Poppele
		 Duane Turner
		 Terry Snowball
29 Gregory Henry
		 Bartola Enright
		 Charles Miner
		 Dean Goodrich
30 Carolyn Thompson
		 Samelia Pettibone
		 William Kingswan

EXCLUSIVE: The detailed timeline is the most
critical analysis yet, offering an extensive look at
issues with operators of the controversial pipeline
Carina Dominguez
Reprint from Indian
Country Today
NDN Collective released a
damning climate justice report
Tuesday on the controversial
Dakota Access Pipeline, the
same day as World Water Day.
In a detailed analysis, the
Climate Justice Campaign
calls on the Biden administration to drain and shut
down the pipeline, which
the roughly 200-page report
argues would protect the nation’s longest river, the Missouri River, and its basin. The
report is drawn from court
documents, treaties, government documents, news stories, congressional hearings
and more.
The purpose of the “Faulty
Infrastructure and the Impacts
of the North Dakota Access
Pipeline” report is to inform
and engage industry decision
makers, policy makers and the
public on the facts and nuances around three major areas:
1. Tribal treaty rights;
2. Engineering and construction flaws of DAPL that
threaten tribal sovereignty;
and
3. Six continuous years of
failed U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers processes.
“The vision of this report
is to hold accountable these
agencies to their own regulations, to their own laws, to
their own climate agendas,
but also to support our communities in understanding
the regulatory processes and
the laws so that we can push
against them, or hold these
agency accountable to their
own laws,” said NDN Collective’s Climate Justice Campaign Director Jade Begay,
Diné. Begay also sits on the
White House Environmental
Justice Advisory Council.
Begay noted how the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe opted
out as a cooperating agency in
the environmental review process. This happened after the
tribe was repeatedly denied
access to information, which
the report details.
The tribal nation didn’t immediately respond to Indian
Country Today’s attempts for
a comment.
NDN Collective Climate
Justice Organizer Kailea Frederick, Tahltan and Kaska, said
draining and shutting down
the pipeline would send a
clear message to its operator,
Energy Transfer, and other

companies like it: It’s not
okay to violate treaties or environmental protection laws.
People, water and the land
must be respected, Frederick
said.
“The current routing of the
Dakota Access Pipeline is a
blatant suppression of treaty
rights and free, prior and informed consent,” Frederick
said.
A recent U.N. report states
climate change is already
“causing widespread disruption in nature and affecting
the lives of billions of people
around the world” and calls
for urgent action to adapt to
climate change and to make
deep cuts in greenhouse gas
emissions.
“It is actually a conversation on life and death,” Frederick said. “The other voices
in the room that continue to
try to dominate the conversation are trying to give an illusion that we have more options and more time than we
do. And the reality of climate
change is that we actually
have very few options and we
have very limited time to get
it right.”
There’s been years of comContinued on Page 9

“We didn’t get the desired
sentence, which would have
been the maximum, but he
didn’t get a slap on the wrist
either,” said Stacey Schreiber
Schinko, whose children are
related to Decorah. “Even
if he were a model prisoner,
he’ll still be in there a long
time.”
In December, Rooney was
tried on a charge of seconddegree murder, in addition to
destruction of evidence, but
jurors evidently did not find
there was enough evidence
to convict him of the murder
charge. They instead found
him guilty of the lesser offense of voluntary manslaughter.
“To this day, we will not

know what happened because
he was the only one up there
besides their 4-month-old
baby,” Wright said.
What witnesses said at trial
Over six days in December,
the jury heard testimony from
about 35 witnesses, including
FBI agents, the conservation
officer who found Decorah’s
remains, volunteer firefighters
who responded to the scene,
forensic experts, family members of Rooney and a friend of
Decorah’s.
Going into the trial, federal
prosecutors alleged Rooney
killed Decorah and tried to
cover it up by burning her
body, his clothes and a cell
phone. Rooney’s defense attorney told jurors the evidence

against Rooney was “purely
circumstantial” and suggested
Decorah’s death may have
been self-inflicted.
Rooney did not testify, but
federal prosecutors played a
recording of his interrogation.
In it, he denied knowing what
happened to Decorah and
suggested she may have cut
herself. Rooney admitted they
had gotten into an argument
that night at the cabin.
The prosecution also
showed images of the burn
site where Decorah’s remains
were found. All that was left
of Decorah’s body were bones
so “brittle” they had to be encased in bubble wrap before
being taken into evidence, an
Continued on Page 7
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Decorah’s skeletal remains
were found still burning on
May 17, 2020, about four
hours after Decorah had
called dispatchers to report
her and Rooney’s SUV had
gotten stuck in the mud on
a remote road on the Winnebago Indian Reservation.
Rooney was found sleeping
unclothed in a nearby cabin,
where investigators found
blood.
Decorah’s body was too
badly burned for an autopsy to
determine her cause of death,
court records say. Investigators had to perform a forensic
dental analysis to identify her
remains.
Documents outlining prosecutors’ arguments for the
maximum sentence were filed
under seal, as were the defense’s against it.
Ultimately, Judge Rossiter
agreed a sentence longer than
federal sentencing guidelines
recommended for Rooney
was warranted. However, he
did not go quite as far as prosecutors requested, instead imposing the 25-year sentence.

Attention: The Next Deadline of the
Hoca\k Worak will be Apr. 1st which will be
published on Apr. 8th. Please contact
Hoca\k Worak at ext. 11004 if you have a change
of address or would like to be placed
on the mailing list.
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Brig. Gen. Mathews reflects on
ceiling-shattering career
Vaughn R. Larson
A magnificent 36-year military career filled with many
firsts will, at last, draw to a
close when Brig. Gen Joane
Mathews retires from her position as Wisconsin’s deputy
adjutant general for Army.
“As much as I absolutely
love my job, the Soldiers and
families I work for and with,
we have so many outstanding
leaders who are ready for that
next step,” Mathews said in
explaining her decision. “I’ve
never been one to hold anyone
up.”
Mathews’ military career
began in 1986 when she completed the Reserve Officer
Training Corps program at the
University of North Dakota
at Grand Forks. She spent
11 years on active duty as a
helicopter pilot, and deployed
to Southwest Asia where she
flew numerous missions in
northern Iraq’s no-fly zone
as part of Operation Provide
Comfort. When her time on
active duty concluded, she
joined the Wisconsin Army

National Guard.
“It was a bit of a culture
shock,” she admitted. “But
what impressed me the most
were the Soldiers. It amazed
me how dedicated our Guard
members were, then and now
— having to comply with the
same active duty regulations
and policies, with a lot less
time to meet those requirements.”
Mathews spent time during
her first drill weekends talking
with, and learning about, her
fellow Soldiers.
“I remember being so impressed with what they do on
the civilian side,” Mathews
said. “It reinforced to me,
again, not to judge people
by their rank — because a
private, a specialist or second
lieutenant with just a few
years in the military may have
years of leadership experience
or be a subject matter expert
in their career field. Everyone
has something to offer and to
give.”
During her time in the Wisconsin Army National Guard,

Brig. Gen. Joane Mathews, Wisconsin’s deputy
adjutant general for Army, answers media questions
during a March 12 press conference at the State
Emergency Operations Center in Madison, Wis.
Earlier in the day Evers declared a health emergency
in response to the COVID-19 coronavirus. Wisconsin
Department of Military Affairs photo by Vaughn R.
Larson

Mathews earned numerous awards and honors, and
achieved several milestones.
She was the state’s first nonmedical female colonel, the
first female commander of the
1st Battalion, 147th Aviation
Regiment, and later would
become the Wisconsin Army
National Guard’s first female
brigade commander when she
assumed command of the 64th
Troop Command brigade.
She was the Wisconsin
Army National Guard’s first
female chief of staff for Army,
and then became the first female assistant adjutant general
for readiness and training
when she was promoted to
brigadier general. In so doing, the Fish Clan member of
the Lac du Flambeau Band
of Lake Superior Chippewa
Indians became the first female Native American general
officer in the entire Army National Guard.
In June of 2018, after two
years as assistant adjutant
general, Mathews became
the deputy adjutant general
for Army. As deputy adjutant
general for Army, Mathews
was responsible to the adjutant general for the Wisconsin
Army National Guard’s per-

Brig. Gen. Joane Mathews, Wisconsin’s deputy adjutant general for Army,
speaks March 12 to troops mobilizing for state active duty in response to the
Wisconsin Department of Health Service’s request for assistance. The troops
will be transporting 37 Wisconsin citizens who were aboard a cruise ship with
confirmed cases of COVID-19 to their homes for self-quarantine once they arrive
in Wisconsin. Wisconsin National Guard photo by Staff Sgt. Alex Baum

formance and readiness for
federal and state missions.
“The deputy adjutant general Army position carries a lot
of responsibility,” Mathews
said. “I care so much for our
Soldiers, and I hurt when they
hurt. People have and always
will be my number one priority.”
Mathews understood that
many Soldiers are reluctant to
speak to a general officer, so
she tried to be as approachable as possible.

“I didn’t let the position
go to my head,” she said. “I
do my best to try and keep
people at ease when speaking
with them. I also speak from
the heart when I am in front
of Soldiers, or even one-onone. I really believe people
know when one is being honest and sincere, showing care
and concern. They can also
see right through you when
you’re not.”
Her disposition of caring for
Continued on Page 5

Col. Joane Mathews returns the 64th Troop
Command brigade colors to Command Sgt. Maj.
Jeffrey Marks during an Oct. 7, 2012 change of
command ceremony at the Armed Forces Reserve
Center in Madison, Wis. Mathews became the
Wisconsin Army National Guard’s first female brigade
commander when she assumed command from Col.
Paul Russell, center, who led the state’s most diverse
brigade for 25 months. Wisconsin Department of
Military Affairs photo by Vaughn R. Larson

Command Sgt. Maj. Rafael Conde, the Wisconsin
Army National Guard’s senior enlisted leader, passes
the Wisconsin National Guard colors to Brig. Gen.
Joni Mathews, the Wisconsin Army National Guard’s
incoming deputy adjutant general for Army, as part
of a formal change of authority ceremony June 1 at
Volk Field, Wis. Mathews succeeded Maj. Gen. Mark
Anderson as Wisconsin’s deputy adjutant general for
Army. Wisconsin Department of Military Affairs photo
by Vaughn R. Larson
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others will undoubtedly serve
her well in her next role, as
director of the Wisconsin National Guard Challenge Academy. She is expected to begin
that position in late April,
pending selection of her replacement as deputy adjutant
general for Army.

Mathews said she would
advise Wisconsin’s next deputy adjutant general for Army
to stay out of the office and
away from the desk as much
as possible.
“Walk around the building,
talk to Soldiers, Airmen and
our civilian employees” and
retiree volunteers, she said.

“Get out and travel — visit
our Soldiers in their environment. And most importantly,
when you speak with folks,
listen to what they have to
say. Be an active listener and
a voice of change for them —
a change for the better.”
Mathews carried on a
legacy of military service in

Brig. Gen. Joane Mathews, Wisconsin’s deputy adjutant general
for Army, speaks March 12 to troops mobilizing for state
active duty in response to the Wisconsin Department of Health
Service’s request for assistance. The troops will be transporting
37 Wisconsin citizens who were aboard a cruise ship with
confirmed cases of COVID-19 to their homes for self-quarantine
once they arrive in Wisconsin. Wisconsin National Guard photo
by Staff Sgt. Alex Baum
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her family, and expressed
hope when she was promoted
to brigadier general that she
would be a positive role
model for other female service members. She credited
her success to her family, both
biological and military.
“I have been so very blessed
to have worked with so many

dedicated Soldiers, Airmen
and civilians throughout my
career,” Mathews said. “I am
grateful for my military career, and am happy I will still
be a part of the Department of
Military Affairs family in my
next adventure in life.”

Brig. Gen. Joane Mathews, the Wisconsin Army National Guard’s
assistant adjutant general for readiness and training, receives a
ceremonial blanket as a sign of respect and honor after speaking at the
40th Annual Descendants of Red Arrow Veterans Day Pow-Wow. The
Descendants of Red Arrow celebrated their 40th Veterans Day PowWow Nov. 11 at Volk Field in honor of 28 Native Americans who served
in the Wisconsin National Guard’s Company D, 128th Infantry, 32nd
Division during World War I. Wisconsin National Guard photo by Capt.
Brian Faltinson

DHS Urges FoodShare Members to
Protect Themselves from Fraud
The Wisconsin Department
of Health Services (DHS) is
actively investigating several reports from FoodShare
members about compromised
QUEST card benefits, and
urges all members to take
action now to protect themselves against fraud. DHS
urges FoodShare members to
do the following to help pro-

tect QUEST card benefits:
Check the accuracy of account information by calling
the agency that issues your
FoodShare benefits.
Monitor account balances
using the MyACCESS mobile
app or ebtEdge website(link is
external) or mobile app(link is
external).
Add or change optional ac-

count passwords to limit unauthorized access.
Change Personal Identification Numbers (PINs) often by
calling QUEST Card Service
at 877-415-5164.
Do not share account passwords and PINs with anyone
who is not part of your household.
Report lost or stolen cards

DNR Extends Public Comment
Period For Draft Environmental
Impact Statement On Proposed
Enbridge Pipeline Relocation
MADISON, Wis. – The
Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources (DNR)
today announced it is extending the public comment
period for the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
that it has prepared for the
proposed relocation of Enbridge’s Line 5 pipeline. The
comment period is extended
by one month and will now
close on April 15, 2022.
The department is currently reviewing the more than
10,000 written comments it
has received to date. The department has determined that
this extension is reasonable
given the project’s complexity, the volume of technical
information, the length of
the draft Environmental

Impact Statement and the
public interest in the project.
The department hopes the
extended comment period
will provide the public with
ample time to review and
provide comments on the
Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.
The public is encouraged
to submit written comments
on the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement by email
or regular mail. Submit electronic and hardcopy written comments at any time
through Friday, April 15,
2022, to:
Department of Natural
Resources Line 5 EIS Comments (EA/7) 101 South
Webster Street, Madison, WI
53707 Email: DNROEEA-

COMMENTS@WI.GOV
The DNR will consider all
public comments received
during the comment period
and any other pertinent information that becomes
known to the department and
prepare a Final Environmental Impact Statement. The
public will be notified when
the Final Environmental Impact Statement is completed.
No permit decisions will be
made until after the Environmental Impact Statement
process is complete.
More information on the
proposed project and the
Draft Environmental Impact
Statement is available on the
DNR’s Enbridge Pipeline
Projects webpage.

immediately to QUEST Card
Service at 877-415-5164.
“Cases of fraud involving
public benefits, like FoodShare, are growing nationwide,” said DHS Secretarydesignee Karen Timberlake.
“We urge our members to use
these recommendations to
protect themselves and their
benefits from individuals
whose scams are getting increasingly sophisticated.”
Upon receiving reports of
suspected fraud, the DHS Office of Inspector General and
Division of Medicaid Services
immediately began mitigation
efforts to limit the impact for
FoodShare members and to
protect Wisconsin taxpayers,
including: actively monitoring system and individual
account activity; reissuing
compromised QUEST cards;
and replacing lost benefits for
affected members.
DHS is working with state
and national partners to determine if any out-of-state
purchases were made using
misappropriated funds.
DHS issues benefits to
members on QUEST cards,
also known as Electronic Balance Transfer (EBT) cards.
QUEST cards offer the safety
and convenience of a debit
card for the purchase of approved food items from participating stores, online retailers, and farmers markets.
If FoodShare members become a victim of fraud, they
may lose the ability to use
their QUEST Card balance,
temporarily preventing them
from using their FoodShare
benefits to purchase food until

balances are replaced. If the
fraud continues and is not
caught early, members may
risk losing benefits until it is
reported.
DHS also urges Foodshare
members to create unique
passwords and PINs that cannot be easily guessed. For
passwords, members should
avoid using email addresses
and the names of family
members and pets. For PINs,
members should avoid using
repeating numbers, such as
0000, or numbers in a row,
like 2345.
“Wisconsin FoodShare
members should protect their
QUEST card information the
same way that they should
protect their debit and credit
cards,” said DHS Inspector General Anthony Baize.
“Regularly changing passwords and PINs is key, as is
remembering to never share
this information with anyone
that is not part of their household.”
The DHS Office of the Inspector General protects Wisconsin taxpayers by tracking
and preventing fraud, waste,
and abuse in DHS-administered public assistance programs, and has helped save
millions of tax dollars annually since it was established in
October 2011.
Because the misuse of public funds affects each person
who lives in Wisconsin, OIG
encourages everyone to report
suspected fraud, waste, and
abuse at 877-865-3432 or
www.reportfraud.wisconsin.
gov.
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Governor Evers, DHS Announce Statewide Tour to
Recognize COVID-19 Heroes
Events will recognize local community public health efforts throughout the COVID-19 pandemic
Today, the Wisconsin Department of Health Service
(DHS) kicked off the “Thank
You Tour: Moving Forward
Together” with Gov. Tony
Evers to thank communities
for their COVID-19 response
efforts. DHS is also launching
a new webpage that allows
Wisconsinites to post online
notes of appreciation thanking

others for their service and
leadership in support of the
COVID-19 response.
“Over the past two years,
we have witnessed millions
of people across Wisconsin
going above and beyond to
help us keep our loved ones,
friends, neighbors, and communities healthy and safe,”
said Gov. Evers. “We’ve

worked hard to get our state
and our economy in the best
position to recover and rebound, and we could not have
done this without the support
of so many Wisconsinites
and frontline workers. Thank
you.”
As part of the Thank You
Tour, DHS officials will be
traveling across Wisconsin

Ho-Chunk Nation
Domestic Abuse
L IS
APRIU
AL
Division
SEX AULT

ASS ENESS
AWARONTH
M

from March through May to
see and hear directly from
those who have been serving
on the COVID-19 frontlines.
Stops include local health
departments and tribal health
clinics, aging and disability
resource centers, COVID-19
vaccination and testing sites,
health care facilities, vaccination community outreach

grant awardee sites, schools,
and health care industry
events. The Thank You Tour
recognizes that Wisconsin is
in a better place today to respond to the virus due to the
support and sacrifices of those
who stepped up to protect
their communities.
Wisconsinites can particiContinued from Page 15

“Preserving Ho-Chunk traditions through land and natural resource management.”

Seeking Board of Director Applications

Join us for a virtual panel discussion
with staff from WCASA to discuss
issues of sexual assault awareness
and prevention

April 12th 1:00 - 2:00pm
Click here to join::
https://bit.ly/3sEGRbn

Please mail or email a Letter of Interest to:

Ho-Chunk Nation Department of Natural Resources
PO Box. 677
Black River Falls, WI 54615
Tina.Brown@Ho-Chunk.com
Office 715-284-2852 | Cell 715-299-4672
All applications will be reviewed and all applicants will be
notified upon selection of Board members. Selected candidates
will be subject to Presidential review.
The Ho-Chunk Nation Department of Natural Resources is
seeking candidates to fill Board of Directors vacancies. Per the
HCC § 20 the Board of Directors will serve in an advisory
capacity only, not as a policy making body. The Board will also
be involved in and consulting on strategic planning, development
of annual goals and objectives pursuant to the Appropriations
and Budget Act.
Interested Parties can review the 1HCC20 Department of Natural
Resources Establishment Act for more information related to
Board of Director Meetings, Terms and Director Roles and
responsibilities.
https://ho-chunknation.com/home/government/legislative/ho-chunk-nation-laws/

#SAAM Day of Action

April Is Sexual Assault Awareness Month

Wear Denim with a purpose

Show your solidarity
with survivors of sexual
assault, abuse,
harassment & rape.

WED, APRIL 27, 2022

Ho-Chunk Nation Social Services Department
Domestic Abuse Division
24/7 Crisis Line: 1-877-847-8689

Ho-Chunk Nation Social Services Department
Domestic Abuse Division

24/7 Crisis Line: 1-877-847-8689

March 25, 2022
Continued from Page 3
FBI agent said.
“It was unlike any process
we ever had to do before,”
Special Agent Eli McBride
said from the stand in December.
Shortly before 8 p.m. on
May 16, 2020, Winnebago
dispatch received a call from
Decorah saying that she was
stuck on Honey Creek Road, a
dirt road in a northeastern part
of the Winnebago reservation
that had become muddy from
the rain, dispatcher Clinton
Free testified at trial. She also
called a relative of Rooney’s
to say they and their infant
son were stuck on the road,
who also notified dispatch,
that relative testified.
A responding officer, Pete
Snowball, found the vehicle
within an hour of the call, but
no one was there. In the process of getting to the vehicle,
his own vehicle also got stuck
in the mud, and he had to
walk to a paved road a little
over a mile away to be picked
up, he testified.
Snowball and another conservation officer then went to
a neighboring reservation to
check for the couple at their
residence, they testified, but
didn’t find them there either.
Along with a couple of
Winnebago firefighters, they
returned to Honey Creek
Road to search the cabins in
the area. Around midnight,
Snowball noticed “a red
glow” in the distance, and
he and one of the firefighters
soon came upon a cabin and a
fire outside.
Rooney was lying unclothed
on a mattress on the floor of
the cabin when they went
inside, along with the infant.
Snowball said Rooney asked,
“Where is she,” and then
asked where his clothes were
and if they were the rescue
party.
They asked where Decorah
was and he said she went outside to get cell service, Snowball said. The two officers left
the cabin to go tell the others
that they had found Rooney
and the infant and then to
search for Decorah along the
road and by the stuck SUV.
It wasn’t until they went
back to the cabin about 45
minutes later that Snowball
looked more closely in the fire
and noticed what looked like
a skull, he said at trial.
They didn’t tell Rooney
what they had found, Snowball said. One of the firefighters took Rooney and
the infant back to the joint
police and fire station, where
Rooney was then detained in
the back of a police cruiser for
several hours. Snowball asked
the firefighter to turn off his
radio while taking Rooney to
the station.
Rooney was eventually interrogated by an FBI agent.
The prosecution played the
recording of the 33-minute
interrogation for the jury.
Sam Roberts, the agent, told
Rooney he had “seen everything” at the cabin and that a
team of FBI agents was on its
way to “comb the whole place
over.”
“Before those guys come
up there, I want to know what
happened,” he told Rooney.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Rooney initially said, “She
likes to cut herself.”
At that point in the trial,
Wright, the prosecutor, paused
the recording to point out to
the jury the agent had not
mentioned anything about
blood before Rooney gave his
answer.
Rooney told the agent he
didn’t know what happened
and that he was asleep. When
the agent asked where his
clothes were, he said he had
hung them up to dry.
After the agent told Rooney
what they had found at the
burn site, Rooney suggested
that Decorah was trying to
frame him for her death.
The agent continued to
press Rooney about what happened. Rooney eventually
said that they got into an argument at the cabin.
He said she accused him of
being on drugs. He said he
wasn’t and that he was trying
to be a good dad and go to
work.
“She wants to get the kids
back and take them to Wisconsin is what I think,” he
said.
He said she looked like she
was getting ready to fight,
and that he pushed her out the
door of the cabin and went to
lie down.
The agent kept pressing
Rooney on what happened,
saying it looked like murder,
but Rooney ultimately asked
for a lawyer.
Rooney did not appear to
be under the influence of
anything that night. A urine
analysis did not turn up evidence of any illicit drugs in
his system. A breath test performed shortly after he was
detained the night Decorah
died did not show any alcohol
in his system.
He had some scrapes and
cuts on his body that FBI
agents observed.
On May 17, 2020, an FBI
team spent the day collecting evidence from the scene,
including a log with what
looked like a blood stain on it.
They also took photos of what
appeared to be blood stains on
the door and floor of the cabin
and collected samples of it.
Wright, the prosecutor, said
testing later confirmed it was
blood.
They also collected items
from the burn site, including
what investigators said was a
burned cell phone, keys and a
piece of wire that appeared to
be from a five-gallon bucket.
The cell phone was too badly
damaged to extract information from, experts testified.
Wright, the federal prosecutor, did not know for sure
what evidence was most
helpful in securing a guilty
verdict, but said conservation
officer Snowball’s testimony
likely played a big role.
“Pete Snowball, who is
practically a walking encyclopedia of information, was
able to give a very detailed
description and set the scene
for the jurors,” she said.
Wright credited Snowball
and the others who ultimately
found Decorah.
“They did a remarkable job
in not giving up and looking
for them,” she said.
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EAT YOUR
VEGGIES!
CSA SHARE - FINAL NOTICE!!
DEADLINE APRIL 15TH
Community Supported Agriculture Shares
(A weekly or bi-weekly bag of fresh vegetables.)

ALL DOCUMENTS (APPLICATION & FARM AGREEMENT & CO-PAY)
MUST BE COMPLETED AND TURNED IN BY APRIL 15TH
TO QUALIFY FOR THE 2022 SUMMER GROWING SEASON.

ALL INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL BE SHREDDED AFTER APRIL 15TH.

Contact: Rebecca Krause at 715-284-9851 ext. 35337 or rebecca.krause@hochunk.com for an application and/or more information.
Please allow 24-48 hours for a response due the high volume of requests.

HO CHUNK NATION
HEALTH & WELLNESS DIVISION

MEMORIALS
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Stuart John Blackdeer
April 17, 1961 ~ March 11, 2022

Stuart John Blackdeer,
age 60, of Black River
Falls, WI, passed away
peacefully at his home
surrounded by family on
March 11, 2022.
He was born to Clifford Blackdeer and Mary
Blackhawk on April 17,
1961 in Waterloo, IA. Stuart attended and graduated
from High School there. He
later moved to Black River
Falls, WI where he worked
doing maintenance at the
casino.
Stuart was a big sports
buff and liked anything
with the Iowa Hawkeyes
and Green Bay Packers.
He enjoyed tinkering with
electronics, playing darts,
listening to music, and was
over all a “fix-it” kind of
guy. Above all, he loved

spending time with his
friends, family, and his fur
babies, Sybal and Linus.
Stuart is survived by his
sisters, Lisa Blackdeer,
Carole Roberts, Eileen
Blackdeer and Sharon Ornella; brother Clyde Blackdeer; nieces and nephews,
Kyle, Kory, Christopher,
Cody, Kelsey, Crystal,
Colton, Randall II, Andrea,
Amber, Michelle, Micky
and JB; special friend,
Carmen; and many other
nieces, nephews, cousins
and friends.
He is preceded in death
by his parents; brothers,
Armand, Randy, Clifford,
Timothy, and infant twin
brother Steven Blackdeer;
and nephew Klint Blackdeer.
A visitation for Stuart
was held Monday March
14, 2022 at the Buswell
Funeral Home from 10:00
AM- 12:00 PM. A burial at
the Decorah Cemetery will
immediately follow with
Clayton Winneshiek officiating.
The Buswell Funeral
Home is assisting the family with arrangements,
106 S. 2nd St. Black River
Falls, WI 54615 (715-2842231).

John Joseph Lerma

November 10, 1975 - March 11, 2022
John Joseph Lerma, 46,
of Colorado Springs, CO
formerly of Sioux City, IA
passed away following a
lengthy illness on March
11, 2022.
Funeral services will be
10:30 a.m. Monday, March
21, 2022 at Meyer Brothers Colonial Chapel (3220
Stone Park Blvd.) in Sioux
City. Burial will follow at
Calvary Cemetery. No visitation is planned.
John Joseph, the son of
Theresa Lerma, was born
November 10, 1975 in
Sioux City. He grew up in
Sioux City and graduated
from West High School.
After graduating, he attended the University of Nebraska Omaha. John lived
in Sioux City and worked
with his family in their
business. He relocated to
Colorado Springs after his
mom moved there. Together, they co-owned and
operated Around The Cloud
in Colorado Springs.
John’s hobbies included
golfing and he enjoyed
hiking and camping in the
mountains. In his early
years, he enjoyed skateboarding. Above all, he
enjoyed spending time with
his family and caring for
his pets.
John is survived by his

mom, Theresa Lerma; aunts
and uncles: Patricia Provost, Denise Lerma, Stephanie (Tom) Bata, Nikki
Lerma, and Dave Kissinger
Sr.; and many cousins; other relatives and friends.
He was preceded in
death by his grandparents,
Rupert and Lucille Lerma;
two aunts: Laura Kissinger
and Tina Lerma; and two
uncles: Chico Lerma and
Mondo Lerma.
Pallbearers will be Larry
Provost, Ricky Provost,
Mondo Kissinger, Kane
Trudell, Rocky Kearnes,
and Davey Kissinger. Honorary pallbearers will be:
Tom Bata, Chuck Mercer,
Dave Kissinger Sr., Joey
Lerma, Tonz Baker, Miquel
Baker, Harold Cleveland
Jr., Harold Cleveland III,
Victor Kearns Jr., Kale Provost, Kobey Trudell, and
Gary Starr.
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Cleo Ann Goodbear

November 2, 1959 - March 13, 2022
Cleo Ann Goodbear “Haksi Hogiwe” (spirit traveler),
died Sunday March 13, 2022
with her loving family and
caregivers at her side, at
the UW Medical Center in
Madison.
Cleo was born to Jesse and
Edna (Wesho) Littlegeorge.
She was an educated woman
having graduated from high
school before attending
two years of college. Cleo
was a traditional Ho-Chunk
woman. She spent her lifetime giving of herself to her
husband Jeffrey supporting
his traditional ways; to her
children and grandchildren;
and to her tribe. Even when

Cleo wasn’t working at the
office for the Nation, she
loved working at all crafts.
She was a traditional native
craftswoman, in particularly
known for her fine beadwork
she also loved working on
her grandchildren’s regalia
as well as working on moccasins.
Cleo was a sports fanatic,
especially fond of basketball. She herself was an athlete who liked to exercise all
the time. She was constantly
doing aerobics just to stay
fit but could often times be
seen jogging or even running, (Wendell recalling not
being able to keep up with
her on his bike). She liked
her gardening and her plants.
Cleo enjoyed Motown Music, the Bee-Gee’s, Al Green,
and Kalliah and Blackwater.
Cleo loved her children
deeply and nothing gave her
greater pleasure than doting
on her grandchildren. She
will be greatly missed, God
bless our memories of Cleo.
Surviving Cleo are her
husband Jeffrey; her children
Clarissa (Raymond) Haapala, Megan Pettibone and

Wendell (Niki) Pettibone;
10 grandchildren; and her
sisters Inez Littlegeorge and
Judy (Paul) Youngthunder,
and lifelong best friend and
“sister”, Gale White.
She was preceded in death
by her parents; her brothers Steven Littlegeorge and
Allen Littlegeorge; and
her sisters Janice Lee, Vera
Littlegeorge, Donna Jean
Littlegeorge and Mary Louise Youngthunder.
Traditional Wake Services
will take place at dusk on
Tuesday, March 15, 2022
at HHCDA Community
Building on Mission Road.
Funeral Services for Cleo
will be held at 12:00 p.m.
on Wednesday, March 16,
2022, also at the Community
Building with Eliza Green
officiating. Burial will follow at the Decorah Cemetery. Friends may call on
the family during a visitation
from 10 a.m. until the time
of service on Wednesday.
The Buswell Funeral
Home of Black River Falls
is assisting the family.

Lu Ann Decorah

Lu Ann (Gallenkamp)
Decorah passed on March
17, 2022.
She was born on December 19th in Black River
Falls, WI to Wilbur Cloud
and Iris Edwards. She lived
most of her life in Oklahoma but later in life moved
to Wisconsin. Lu Ann spent
her career as a nurse and
other forms of hospitality.
She had a one-of-a-kind
personality that was truly
unique and left most people
in smiles.
She is survived by her
children, Julia (Reece)
Ensten, Jerry Jones, Sarah
Jones, and Herman Jones;

her grandchildren Mackenzie, Bridger, Kyler, Gannon, Joshua, Sadie, Hallux,
Jalen, Jernie, Jerry, Vinjintz,
Mason, Adakai, Phoenix,
Deforest, and Maverick.
She was preceded in death
by her parents, husband
Troy Decorah, son Joshua
Garber and Brother Daniel
Gallenkamp.
Services for Lu Ann will
be held at 2:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, March 22nd at
Buswell Funeral Home with
Sheridan Cloud officiating.
Friends and family are invited for visitation from 12:00
p.m. until the time of service at the Funeral Home.

The Buswell Funeral
Home is assisting the family
with arrangements.

Matthew “Roach” T. Rochester
August 19, 1990 - March 21, 2022

Matthew “Roach” T.
Rochester, age 31, of
Tomah, Wisconsin, passed
away Monday, March 21,
2022, at his home. He was
born August 19, 1990, to
James and Melissa (Deere)
Rochester in Madison, Wisconsin.
Roach loved being outdoors. He took kayaking
and fishing excursions on
the lakes surrounding the
greater Tomah area. Rides
on his four-wheeler also
ranked high on his list of
activities. He showed the
world a positive and happy
outlook especially when it
came to his family. Roach
was a kid at heart and loved
spending time with his
nieces and nephews. He always put the people around

him first. He will be sadly
missed by his family and
friends.
He is survived by his
parents, James and Melissa, his sister, Geraldine
(Ryan) Morgan of Tomah,
WI and his brother, David
Rochester of Tomah, WI,
nieces and nephews, Tamera
Rochester, Caleb Rochester,
Roselynn Morgan and Bryan Morgan, aunts, uncles,
other relatives and friends.
Funeral services will be
held Thursday, March 24,
2022, 11:00 a.m. at the
Torkelson Funeral Home in
Tomah. Burial will follow
in the Blue Wing Cemetery,
Tomah, Wisconsin. Family and friends are invited
for visitation Wednesday,
March 23, 2022, from 4:00

p.m. until 7:00 p.m. and
Thursday from 10:00 a.m.
until the time of service
at the Torkelson Funeral
Home in Tomah. Online
condolences are available at
www.torkelsonfuneralhome.
com.

MEMORIALS
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Amos Wallace Kingsley, Jr.
Amos Wallace Kingsley Jr. was born on May
1, 1940 to Amos Wallace
Kingsley Sr., and Dorothy
Decorah(Greengrass). He
was born in the Indian Mission in the town of Komensky. At a young age, with
his sister Betty and Nettie,
they moved to Cranmoor
to live with his Aunt Mabel
and uncle Ed Lincoln. As
a young child in Cranmoor
he spent his days fishing,
swimming, climbing trees,
building snow forts, playing
Army, and anything else that
kept him outdoors. He was
taught the value of helping
his neighbors. He would talk
about spending his summers
splitting wood to give away
to neighbors who needed
it in the winter. He remembered the smiles on peoples
faces when they would arrive with their wagon full
of wood. He would say that
their smiles made all the hot,
summer days splitting wood
worth it. Ed Lincoln and
Bill Mike were the two main
influences that gave him the
work ethic that guided him
his entire career.
While going to school in
Port Edwards, Amos loved
sports. He joined the wrestling team and the football
team. At home he would
be trusted to pick teams for
weekend baseball games
with all the neighbor kids.
Snowball fights were organized, with him picking the
sides. Betty recalled that all
the kids would just listen and
follow his lead, trusting his
judgement without question.
Even at a young age he had a
gift as a leader.
By the time he was 15 he
decided it was time to earn
money. His uncle Ed got him
a job working on a cranberry
marsh after school. With the
wages he made, he would
treat his sisters and help with
things around the house.
Amos left school early to
join the Navy where he excelled. On July 28th, 1957
he enlisted in the US Navy,
Continued from Page 3
munity resistance against the
Dakota Access pipeline and
recently the Standing Rock
Sioux Tribe claimed a legal
victory in the case.
Indigenous water protectors
and allies blocked the pipeline
for months starting in 2016
and were met with violence.
The Standing Rock Sioux
Tribe sued Energy Transfer
over National Environmental
Policy Act violations. A district court judge ruled a new
Environmental Impact Statement would be required by
the company. The Supreme
Court denied Energy Transfer’s bid to thwart environmental oversight.
The new environmental impact statement is due in September and a public comment
period will open up after that.
NDN Collective will issue a
call to action at that time and
help the public navigate the
public comment requirements
because comments must meet
strict guidelines that specifically deal with the underwater

completing basic training at
the RTC-Great Lakes. After
basic he was trained in military repair, electronics, and
finished his schooling learning underwater demolition at
AMPHIBPAC in Coronado,
CA. Amos served on several
ships, starting on the USS
Jason, then the USS St. Paul.
He was selected by Admiral
Shae, the commander of the
Seventh Fleet to work for
him directly. Amos would
go on to serve in Sasabo,
Japan and aboard the USS
Providence, as well as many
others. As a radioman Amos
sent and received sensitive
communications which required top security clearance.
Throughout his years he
maintained his duty, keeping the Navy’s information
secret, never to speak of it.
His service to his nation was
the proudest achievement of
his life.
After completing his Navy
service Amos returned and
began his career as a commercial truck driver doing
long and short haul jobs. He
married his first wife Lorraine and lived in northern
Minnesota, working and
making a home for his family helping Lorraine raise
Preston and Avis. He called
Minnesota home until he
moved back to Wisconsin in
the 90’s where he got work
in construction. He started
working as a mason tender,
and doing roofing around
Jackson County so he could
be near his mother Dorothy. Soon after returning to
Black River Falls he met
Judith Dahl, and married her.
Amos settled back into life
in Jackson County, making
a home and helping raise his
stepchildren Jason, Tammy,
Amanda and Greg.
Throughout his life Amos
believed in helping others
and working hard. Early
on, before moving back to
Jackson County, he saw an
opportunity to get a Food
Distribution Center built in
the Mission. He worked on
pipeline crossing on Lake
Oahe.
But the possibility of shutting down the pipeline entirely is left up to the executive
branch and the Biden administration has so far refused to
do so.
Begay questions if the
policies and proposals in the
Build Back Better Plan and
the Green New Deal will be
enough to help with a needed
paradigm shift.
“The paradigm shift of not
consuming as much, staying
home more, being more localized, valuing getting around
and living our lives without
fossil fuels – and plastics,”
Begay said.
Frederick said “we don’t
have a choice at this moment
in time other than to think
about how we’re going to live
our lives differently and how
we’re going to descale.”
“Indigenous peoples need to
see the government acting in
good faith and so one action
towards that is taking action
around DAPL and reducing

this project, seeing it through
from an idea to an operating
building. He spent his latter
years working and volunteering for the Ho-Chunk
Nation. Over the years he
worked for the Nation is different jobs, he loved working for the Nation’s Natural
Resources Department and
enjoyed the time with his
co-workers. Through the
Ho-Chunk Nation he taught
Ho-Chunk language classes
to headstart students. He attended training and was certified as a Lay Advocate for
the Ho-Chunk Nation Court
system, to help tribal members navigate the tribal legal
system. With his experience
in construction Amos also
served on the Nation’s Housing oversight committee.
From his beloved granddaughter Nadine Little:
My grandfather Amos
was a great man. He raised
me from the time I was 6
months old. He taught me
how to be the strong-minded
person I am today. He always
talked with his hands. He
lived a life of taking care of
his kids and doing what he
wanted and liked to do in his
life. He is my grandfather,
but I called him Dad. A few
years back Amos took care
of his great-grandson Wesley
Nathaniel Little for a few
years of his life. He taught
Wesley to be a good man,
and how to stay that way.
I’m a daddies girl and he was
the greatest dad ever. He will
be missed by all of us.
All I know is he will is
not hurting or suffering anymore, and he’ll be watching
over us until we see him
again. I would like to thank
all the family and friends that
watched over him until he
went home. I would like to
give a special thank you to
my brother Dave who took
care of him and was there for
him these last few years of
his life.
He loved us and will still
love us in his own way. We
love you Dad and will miss

you. Tell everyone, when
you get there, we all said Hi!
Our family would like to
recognize his stepdaughters
Tammy Taylor and Amanda
Cottone Bowe. As his health
waned Tammy and Amanda
put aside their personal lives
to help their dad. Through
his illnesses and hospitalization they saw to his every
need. His last days were
spent in respite care, and
eventually hospice. He had
no wants or needs, he was
cared for and loved. Tammy
and Amanda stayed with
Betty in Amos’ room on his
last day, all staying overnight
until he drew his last breath.
Their self-sacrifice will be
remembered by the entire
family. God bless you both,
may He guide you and protect you both and bless all
your days.
He is survived by his son
Jason Sellrede; daughters,
Tammy (Chris) Taylor and
Amanda (Gavin) Bowe;

the flow and eventually abandoning the pipeline. That’s
our demand,” Begay said.
The NDN Collective report
took more than a year to develop in “consultation with an
array of skilled and respected
industry Indigenous and nonIndigenous specialists who
also possess intimate knowledge of the DAPL.”
“It feels like a very big responsibility to get it right, on
many different levels,” Frederick said.
The environmental impact
statement requires the public’s
participation to determine its
contents but the report found
that didn’t happen with the
DAPL project.
“Previously, through the
EIS process, there was a time
that they would sit down with
tribes and strategize together
and this process was called
scoping. And with the DAPL
process, this did not happen,”
Frederick said.
The report is critical of how
the Army Corps of Engineers
has carried out “flawed” pro-

cesses.
“The way that the entirety
of the DAPL process has
gone even just now that this
pipeline is operating illegally
without the right permitting,
it really sets the precedent for
the other future types of projects,” Frederick said. “If this
specific issue around DAPL is
not corrected and if this pipeline is not drained and shut
down, that it lets other agencies know or companies know
that it’s okay to operate in this
way with our people on our
lands. And the truth is that it’s
not okay. And that it is a true
violation of treaties.”
The report states the Army
Corps lacks “transparency by
continuing to withhold critical
technical information requested repeatedly by the Tribes
while hiding under the guise
of “national security”.
One of the major concerns
listed in the report is an “independent third-party.” A
contractor that is meant to be
neutral in the environmental
review process has blatant

brother, Rishie Brown; sisters, Betty Kingsley, Nettie
Kingsley, Jo Vita Orosco, La
Verda Richer; grandchildren,
Nadine Little and David
Little, and numerous great
grandchildren and one great
great grandchild.
Amos is preceded in death
by his parents; step children,
Prescott Little, Avis Nadine
Little, Greg Cottone; siblings, Philip Williams, Walter
Williams, Wanda Mar Rase,
Jay Jay Greengrass, William
O’Brian, and infant sister Patricia Kingsley.
Services for Amos will be
at the Buswell Funeral home
at 11:00 AM. Lot Smith will
be officiating. Friends and
family are welcome to visitation from 9:00 AM until time
of services. With burial immediately following.
The Buswell Funeral home
is assisting the family with
arrangements.

financial ties to the oil and gas
industry through membership
in the American Petroleum
Institute, according to the report.
The report calls for transparency and diligent assessments on the impact of the
DAPL project.
Five key elements are:
1. Challenge the legitimacy
of the DAPL on Indian land –
Treaty Rights
2. Approval of DAPL continues as modern-day dispossession of Indigenous people
3. Army Corps and the
Trump era NEPA
4. Major DAPL routing,
engineering, spill risk, and
safety issues
5. Failure to adequately address environmental justice
“We feel really grateful that
our campaign has been able
to steward this report coming
out into the world,” Frederick
said.
She’s looking forward to
seeing how tribes and other
organizations utilize the material compiled in the report.
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Preventing COVID-19:
Boosters
Did you know?
According to Ho-Chunk Nation
COVID-19 data the majority of those
able to get a booster have not
received one.
According to Ho-Chunk Nation
COVID-19 data, 803 of reported
COVID-19 deaths were individuals
not fully vaccinated.

Did you know?
Being up to date on your COVID19 vaccine can reduce your risk
of severe illness, hospitalization
and death

Call for your appointment today
Ho-Chunk Health Care Center:
715-284-9851
House of ellness Clinic:
608-355-1240
www.health.ho-chunk.com
3-1-2-22

Concerned about the rising cost of meat?

Easiest - Ever
Black Bean Chili
ingredients
2 cans (15 oz. each) of black
beans, or 3 cups cooked black
beans
1 (16 oz. jar) of salsa, your
preference
1 cup fresh or frozen corn (or use
1 can of corn, drained and rinsed)
Optional:
lime wedges
fresh chopped cilantro
hot sauce

A hearty, filling chili!

directions
1.) Drain canned beans and reserve
some of the liquid. (If beans were
cooked from dry, save some of the
cooking liquid.)
2.) Mix drained beans, corn and salsa
in a large pot. Add reserved bean
liquid to desired "soupiness".
3.) Cook over medium heat for 10
minutes or until hot. Add any optional
toppings before serving.
4.) Try serving over brown rice or
potatoes, or alongside a baked sweet
potato or salad.

Makes 4 servings, each 243 calories, 13 g. protein, 49 g. carbohydrate, 16 g. fiber, 244 mg. sodium if
lower sodium products used
RECIPE AND PHOTO FROM: HTTPS://WWW.PCRM.ORG/GOOD-NUTRITION/PLANT-BASED-DIETS/RECIPES/YES-YOU-C
BLACK-BEAN-CHILI / HEALTH AND WELLNESS 3-14-22/KB

LEGISL ATIVE MINUTES

March 25, 2022
HO-CHUNK NATION
LEGISLATURE
REGULAR MEETING
TRIBAL EXECUTIVE
OFFICES
BLACK RIVER FALLS, WI
MARCH 8, 2022

Call to Order: President
Marlon WhiteEagle called the
meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.
Roll Call:
President Marlon WhiteEagleVC
Vice President Karena Thundercloud-P
Rep. George Stacy-VC		
Rep. Phyllis Smoke-VC
Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr.-VC
Rep. Stephanie Begay-P
Rep. Kristin White Eagle-VC
Rep. Darren Brinegar-VC
Rep. Shelby Visintin-VC 		
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-P 		
Rep. Danielle DeLong-VC
Rep. Robert Pilot-P
Rep. Paul Fox-P
Rep. Brianna Littlegeorge-VC
VC-Video Conference

Determination of Quorum:
Quorum is established at
10:01 a.m.
Opening Prayer: President
Marlon WhiteEagle offered a
word of prayer.
Approval of Agenda:
MOTION by Rep. Paul
Fox to approve the agenda
as presented. Second by
Vice
President
Karena
Thundercloud.
13-0-0
MOTION CARRIED.
Approval
of
Previous
Meeting Minutes:
Legislative Meeting-February
23, 2022
MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox to
approve the February 23, 2022
Legislative Meeting minutes
with corrections. Second by
Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 13-0-0
MOTION CARRIED.
Commission Reports:
Finance Commission-March
2, 2022
MOTION by Rep. Kristin
White Eagle to approve the
March 2, 2022 Finance Commission Meeting minutes with
corrections. Second by Rep.
Darren Brinegar. 13-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.
Resolution-Quick
Passage
Amendment to the Masking
Ordinance
MOTION by Rep. Darren
Brinegar to request Legislative
Counsel and Department of
Justice to look into the Masking Ordinance and any other
Executive Orders on masking

requirements to lift the masking requirements for our guest
at the casinos and c-stores and
to have a Quick Passage Resolution ready by the end of session today. Second by Rep.
Stephanie Begay. MOTION
IS AMENDED to include the
Declarations of Emergency,
and to extend this to all visitors
of Ho-Chunk Nation facilities.
Second concurs. 12-1(Rep.
Conroy Greendeer, Jr.)-0 MOTION CARRIED.

ficer, and then forward to the
Legislative Office. Second by
Vice President Karena Thundercloud. 13-0-0 MOTION
CARRIED.

Resolution-Establishment
of Wisconsin Department of
Administration Tribal Assistance Funds

Kiana Beaudin Executive Director of Health mentions she
is prepared to give a brief
monthly report.

MOTION by Rep. Kristin
White Eagle to adopt Resolution 03-08-22 A, Establishment of Wisconsin Department of Administration Tribal
Assistance Funds. Second by
Rep. Darren Brinegar. 13-0-0
MOTION CARRIED.

• Ho-Chunk Health Care Center has received a three year
accreditation from AAAHC.

Special Finance Commission-March 3, 2022
MOTION by Rep. Darren
Brinegar to approve the March
3, 2022 Finance Commission
Meeting minutes with corrections. Second by Rep. Phyllis
Smoke. 12-0-1(Rep. Kristin White Eagle) MOTION
CARRIED.
Reports:
Tribal Enrollment Numbers
(Standing Agenda Item)-Enrollment Office reports the first
Legislative Meeting of every
month
MOTION by Rep. Stephanie Begay to accept the Tribal Enrollment Numbers report. Second by Rep. Sarah
Lemieux. 13-0-0 MOTION
CARRIED.
Executive Branch Monthly
Reports:
Nathaniel Longtail Executive
Legislative Information Officer mentions with Finance
Commission was unable to
meet at the end of February.
The Finance Commission met
at the beginning of March,
and that threw off the normal
scheduling of the weekly reports, and left the departments
with a short period of time to
gather the information from
Administration, Health, Personnel and Social Services.
Mr. Longtail is asking to overlook this month and Executive
Branch will have reports ready
for week one next month.
MOTION by Rep. Darren
Brinegar requesting those departments,
Administration,
Personnel, Health, and Social Services within the next
week, forward the reports to
Nathaniel Longtail, Executive
Legislative Information Of-

Unfinished Business:
COVID-19 Executive Branch
Update-(Standing
Agenda
Item)
Department of Health-Reported at the first and third
meeting of the month

• Job descriptions will be submitted with more than a two
pay grade increase that is customary, this will help with the
retention of staff and the recruitment process.
• All services are open at the
clinic.
• The Strike Team will be
scaled down and going to
communities with vaccines.
Department of Business-Reported at the second meeting
of the month-TABLE
Office of General Council Report (Standing Agenda Item)
MOTION by Rep. Stephanie
Begay to request that the
Attorney General review
the failure by the Office of
General Council to report to
the Legislature, per Section
6.a of the Office of General
Council Establishment Act,
and provide recommendations
to the Legislature regarding
compliance and enforcement.
Second by Vice President
Karena Thundercloud. 13-0-0
MOTION CARRIED.
NOTED FOR THE RECORD:
Rep. Kristin White Eagle
would like to get a reference
where the legal authority and
responsibility to the Attorney
General is, and where that
referenced that the Attorney
General has that authority to
do this.
Legislative Counsel cites the
Ho-Chunk Nation Department of Justice Establishment
Act that speaks of the DOJ
providing legal guidance and
recommendations to the Executive Branch and Legislative Branch, as well as the job
description for the Attorney
General.
American Rescue Plan Funding (Standing Agenda Item)

Treasurer, Samie Overboe
mentions there are four projects pending from Executive
Branch and one from Legislature. Those projects include
Lawson, Surveillance, Class
and Comp (does not meet
ARPA guidelines) and on the
Legislative side, the Child
Family Services shortfall.
EDA Program Update
Crystal Deschinny was present
via video conference and gave
an update to the Legislature.
EDA Program update report
was submitted.
Resolution-Imposition of Nationwide Vaccine Mandate in
Response to COVID-19
Rep. Stephanie Begay mentioned that Legislature has another meeting scheduled with
Health and Department of Justice later this week to work on
a resolution.
MOTION by Rep. Stephanie
Begay TABLE Resolution-Imposition of Nationwide Vaccine Mandate in Response to
COVID-19 until next Legislative meeting. Second by Rep.
Sarah Lemieux. 12-0-0 MOTION CARRIED. Rep. Conroy Greendeer was out of the
room during the vote.
Resolution-Approval of True
Increase to Resolution 06-2221 X Adoption of Ho-Chunk
Nation Executive Branch
Budget Bill for Fiscal Year
2021-2022 for the Department of Social Services Child
and Family Services Child
Placement Assistance
MOTION by Vice President Karena Thundercloud to
TABLE Resolution-Approval
of True Increase to Resolution 06-22-21 X Adoption of
Ho-Chunk Nation Executive
Branch Budget Bill for Fiscal
Year 2021-2022 for the Department of Social Services
Child and Family Services
Child Placement Assistance.
Second by Rep. Phyllis Smoke.
MOTION IS AMENDED To
ask for a meeting with Social
Services, Legislative Financial
Project Manager, and Nathaniel Longtail Executive Legislative Information Officer to
discuss the next steps. Second
concurs. 13-0-0 MOTION
CARRIED.
New Business:
Resolution-Legislative Overturn of Presidential Veto
03.01.22 Regarding Resolution 02-23-22C
Vice President Karena Thundercloud read a statement. In
May of 2017, the Legislature
passed a resolution to allow
the Department of Health to
expend funds gained from ac-
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cumulated interest from third
party revenues. The Legislature recently adopted a resolution to rescind that authority,
in order to provide more transparency and a better picture of
the financial status of Health’s
budget. The President vetoed
that resolution. We will vote
to override that veto. We anticipate using those funds to cover other healthcare expenses
such as Medicare payment on
behalf of elder tribal members.
MOTION by Vice President
Karena Thundercloud to adopt
Resolution 03-08-22 B, Legislative Overturn of Presidential
Veto 03.01.22 Regarding Resolution 02-23-22C. Second
by Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 10-3
(Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr.
Rep. Danielle DeLong, Rep.
Robert Pilot)-0 MOTION
CARRIED.
Discussion:
Kiana Beaudin Executive Director of Health stated she is
disappointed in this resolution.
The Department of Health has
worked long and hard through
the pandemic. A lot of the individuals at this meeting have
put a lot of pressure on Health
to take care of the people and
that is what these funds are for.
There will be long term negative effects with poor health,
mental health, and substance
abuse. We faced obstacles and
challenges during the pandemic.
Rep. Darren Brinegar said
there is a lot money in the Federal ARPA funds to assist with
treatment. Health gets a lot of
other funds through I.H.S.
Wally Apland, Chief Financial
Officer stated, this account
and resolution was created
to house the interest revenue
from Indian Health and third
party revenue funds. Each
month it generates interest
and it gets put in this account.
This account was the final part
needed, so we could be selfsustaining. Health set up the
account so there was a sustaining method for Health to have
capital. This is the account
that helped build the Nekoosa
Health building. If the interest is taken away, this will
eliminate the self-sustaining
capital projects going forward
and Health will have to ask the
Legislature for capital funds.
Vice President heard Health
is using this for treatment and
capital but there are salaries
coming out and purchasing vehicles from this account. This
is what the Legislature sees
coming out of the line items
and why there was this movement.
Continued on Page 12

PAGE 12
Continued from Page 11
Mr. Apland stated that there
had been little movement in
the account due to the large
amount of COVID money.
Budget and Appropriations
says Health has to spend
all the COVID money first.
Mr. Aland mentions that the
PR295 report showed there
was one pharmacist in that account which he will reclassify.
Although the account looks
stagnant in non COVID times,
they would have been utilizing
it.
Kiana Beaudin wanted to
comment that the Department
of Health was not consulted
before the decision was made.
Rep. Brianna Littlegeorge
asked Health to provide a report on what these funds were
spent on for the past three
years.
Vice President Thundercloud
mentioned there are two projects the funds could be used
for, possibly going to funding
Medicare Part B for Elite Elders and the Healing Center
funds. The Legislature has not
made a determination as to
what these fund would be used
for.

LEGISL ATIVE MINUTES
Research Trials. For any questions, you can call or email Ms.
Brown. There is a data results
at the end of the presentation.
Proposed Plan Design (Affordable Plan)
Rep. Sarah Lemieux gave an
updated on the Health Plan
changes.
Resolution-Approval
of
Amendments to the HoChunk Nation Non-Tribal
Health and Prescription Plan
MOTION by Rep. Sarah
Lemieux to adopt Resolution 03-08-22 C, Approval of
Amendments to the Ho-Chunk
Nation Non-Tribal Health and
Prescription Plan. Second by
Rep. Stephanie Begay 12-01(Rep. George Stacy) MOTION CARRIED. Rep. Robert Pilot is out of the room for
the vote.
Third Party Administrators
MOTION by Rep. Sarah
Lemieux to TABLE Third Party Administrators. Second by
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 13-0-0
MOTION CARRIED.
MLR on all Tribal Employees

Treasurer, Samie Overboe was
present via video conference
and gave a presentation on information regarding Info Lawson Migration Plan and Cost.
Ms. Overboe’s recommendation is to accept the proposal,
she will present at the next
Legislative meeting.

MOTION by Rep. Sarah
Lemieux to request Ho-Chunk
Nation Insurance Division to
reach out to those on the health
plans to discover any employees or dependents enrolled in
a federally recognized Tribe
by any means necessary. Second by Vice President Karena
Thundercloud. 12-0-0 MOTION CARRIED. Rep.
George Stacy was not on the
call for the vote.

2021 Industrial Hemp Research Project Results &
Summary

Resolution-Adoption
of
Amendments to the Healing
to Wellness Court Code

Tina Brown Executive Director of Department of Natural
Resources presented a PowerPoint on Industrial Hemp

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis Smoke to adopt Resolution 03-08-22 D, Adoption of
Amendments to the Healing to
Rep. Shelby Visintin-VC
Rep. Sarah Lemieux -VC
Rep. Danielle DeLong-VC
Rep. Robert Pilot -VC
Rep. Paul Fox-VC
Rep. Brianna Littlegeorge-VC

Informational Report on Infor Lawson Project

HO-CHUNK NATION
LEGISLATURE
REGULAR MEETING
TRIBAL EXECUTIVE
OFFICES
BLACK RIVER FALLS, WI
MARCH 15, 2022

VC-Video Conference

Call to Order: President
Marlon WhiteEagle called Determination
of
the meeting to order at Quorum:
Quorum
is
10:00 a.m.
established at 10:01 a.m.
Roll Call:
Opening Prayer: President
President Marlon WhiteEagleMarlon WhiteEagle offered
VC
Vice President Karena Thunder- a word of prayer.
cloud-P		
Rep. George Stacy-EX
Rep. Phyllis Smoke-VC
Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr.-VC
Rep. Stephanie Begay-P
Rep. Kristin White Eagle-VC
Rep. Darren Brinegar-VC

Approval of Agenda:
MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox
to approve the agenda as
presented. Second by Rep.
Stephanie Begay. MOTION
IS AMENDED to add

Wellness Court Code. Second
by Rep. Kristin White Eagle.
12-0-0 MOTION CARRIED. Rep. George Stacy was
not on the call for the vote.
Resolution-Adoption
of
Amendments to the Appropriations and Budget Process
Act-Rep. Kristin White Eagle
MOTION by Rep. Kristin
White Eagle to adopt Resolution 03-08-22 E, Adoption of
Amendments to the Appropriations and Budget Process
Act. Second by Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 11-1(Rep. Conroy
Greendeer, Jr.)-1(Rep. George
Stacy) MOTION CARRIED.
NOTED
FOR
THE
RECORD:
Rep. Conroy Greendeer,
Jr. stated “I vote no on this
amendment because even
though the intentions are good,
I am not convinced that we’ve
fully considered the process
and all the ramifications. We
are proposing to roll out an
unfamiliar system instead of
a case study and hope that
everyone just gets it. We’ve
seen this done. I hope that we
can do this the right way.”
Resolution-Authorization
to Place Amendments to the
Residential Leasing Code Out
for 45 Day Public

Wake hikiruxe wira 25, 2022

No motions.
MOTION by Rep. Stephanie
Begay to recess for lunch until
1:00 p.m. Second by Rep. Paul
Fox. 13-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.
Meeting recessed for lunch at
12:07 p.m.
Call to Order: Vice President
Karena Thundercloud called
the meeting to order at 1:05
p.m.
Roll Call:

President Marlon WhiteEagleEX Vice President Karena
Thundercloud-P			
Rep. George Stacy-VC		
Rep. Phyllis Smoke-VC
Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr.-VC
Rep. Stephanie Begay-P
Rep. Kristin White Eagle-VC
Rep. Darren Brinegar-VC
Rep. Shelby Visintin-VC 		
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-P 		
Rep. Danielle DeLong-VC
Rep. Robert Pilot-VC
Rep. Paul Fox-P
Rep. Brianna Littlegeorge-VC
VC-Video Conference

Determination of Quorum:
Quorum is established at 1:06
p.m.

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis
Smoke to adopt Resolution
03-08-22 F, Authorization
to Place Amendments to the
Residential Leasing Code Out
for 45 Day Public. Second by
Rep. Kristin White Eagle. 130-0 MOTION CARRIED.

Executive Session (Business
Matters, Criminal Matter,
Inter-governmental
Relations,
Land,
Law
Enforcement, Legal Advice,
Personnel Matters, Public
Safety or Well-Being):
MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox
to move to Executive Session. Second by Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 13-0-0 MOTION
CARRIED.

District Meetings:

1:06 p.m.

D2

No motions.

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox to
move to Open Session. Second
by Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 13-0-0
MOTION CARRIED.

D2

Hoxai\keja/Hoguceja/Ni\
žhakisu\c – March 1, 2022

2:42 p.m.

under District Meetings:
C, La Crosse March 14,
2022 Minutes. Second
concurs. 12-0-0 MOTION
CARRIED.

Commission-March
2022

Hoxai\keja/Hoguceja/Ni\
žhakisu\c – February 23,

2022

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie

9,

MOTION by Rep. Darren
Brinegar to approve the
March 9, 2022 Special
Approval of Previous Finance Meeting minutes
with corrections. Second by
Meeting Minutes:
Rep. Kristin White Eagle.
Legislative Meeting-March 10-0-2 (Rep. Stephanie
Begay,
Rep.
Kristin
8, 2022
White Eagle) MOTION
MOTION by Rep. Phyllis CARRIED.
Smoke to approve the March Reports:
8, 2022 Legislative Meeting
minutes with corrections. Tribal Enrollment Numbers
Second by Rep. Stephanie (Standing Agenda Item)Begay. 12-0-0 MOTION Enrollment Office reports
the first Legislative Meeting
CARRIED.
of every month-TABLE
Commission Reports:
Executive
Branch
Special
Finance Monthly Reports:

Begay to ratify all action taken
in Executive Session. Second
by Rep. Darren Brinegar. 130-0 MOTION CARRIED.
Revisit:
Resolution-Quick Passage To
Amendment the Ho-Chunk
Nation Wooxete Kii Face
Covering Ordinance.
Legislative Counsel Michael
Murphy explains that this is
a recommendation based on
Department of Business to
change from a mandate to a
recommendation, based on
input from the Nation’s Gaming Commission, Emergency
Management, Executive Director of Business and the Nation’s Health Officer have approved a governing safety plan
or policy.
MOTION by Rep. Darren
Brinegar to adopt Resolution
03-08-22 G, Quick Passage
Amendment to the Masking
Ordinance. Second by Rep.
Stephanie Begay. MOTION
IS AMENDED to include
“it shall not go into effect”.
Second concurs. 13-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.
MOTION by Rep. Darren
Brinegar to have the Legislative Public Relations Officer to get a press release out
immediately regarding the
amendment to the Face Covering Ordinance. Second by
Rep. Shelby Visintin. 13-0-0
MOTION CARRIED.
Adjournment:
MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox
to adjourn the Legislative
Meeting to Tuesday, March
15, 2022 at the Tribal Office
Building in Black River Falls,
WI. Second by Rep. Shelby
Visintin. 13-0-0 MOTION
CARRIED.
The
Legislative
Meeting
adjourned at 2:54 p.m.

Department of Heritage
Preservation
Executive
Director
of
Heritage
Preservation,
Samson Falcon was present
via video conference to give
his monthly report. In the
Tribal Enrollment Office,
Eliza Decorah is servicing
as Interim Director at this
time, the job has been
posted. Tribal ID’s will
need another week before
they can resume scheduling
taking ID’s again.
The Language Division
Pathways registration is
closed and classes start the
end of March. The review
Continued on Page 13
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Continued from Page 12

classes are held online on
Thursday’s. Bringing HoChunk Home classes started
on February 11, 2022 with
186 students. First Listeners
Project will have five
students graduating.

LEGISL ATIVE MINUTES
MOTION
by
Rep.
Stephanie Begay to request
a copy of any procedures
the Office of General
Council has in place to
allow tribal members to
request information related
to the General Council.
This request is made
pursuant to Section 5.f of the
Establishment Act for the
Office of General Council,
which states that “the Office
of General Council shall
adopt procedures to allow
tribal members to request
information related to the
General Council.” Second
by Vice President Karena
Thundercloud.
12-0-0
MOTION CARRIED.

Rep. Lemieux asked what
is happening with the
Veterans Affairs Board and
why are they not meeting.
Mr. Falcon said there is not
a Veterans Service Officer
at this time.
Heritage
Preservation used the recall
list but were unable to afford
those employees, now
they are going on with the
regular hiring process. The
plan is to get the Veterans
Affairs Board meetings American Rescue Plan
going again.
Funding (Standing Agenda
Item)
Department of Justice
President
Marlon
Attorney General, Scott WhiteEagle mentions there
Seifert was present via video is no plans to move projects
conference and gave a brief forward.
update on the Department EDA Program Update
of Justice Report.
Rep. Kristin White Eagle
Department of Natural and Crystal Deschinny gave
Resources
the EDA Program Update at
this time, a selection of the
Rural
Lands
Forester, CEDS Consultant will have
Brandon
Bleuer,
was to be made.
present via video conference
and gave an update on the MOTION by Rep. Kristin
Department of Natural White Eagle to support
Resources report.
the selection of Fourth
World Design Group as a
Department of Treasury
consultant for the CEDS,
on behalf of the Nation and
Treasurer, Samie Overboe to provide the background
was not on the call to present on this selection by Crystal
the Treasury Report. The Deschinny,
Legislative
President said the report will Financial Project Manager
be requested and forwarded to all Legislators, and the
to the Legislature.
President, and to move
forward with any agreement
Unfinished Business:
that needs to be made
and authorize the Vice
COVID-19
Executive President to sign if needed.
Branch Update-(Standing Second by Rep. Stephane
Agenda Item)
Begay. Second withdrawn.
Second by Rep. Phyllis
Department of Health- Smoke. 5-4 (Vice President
Reported at the first and Karena
Thundercloud,
third meeting of the month- Rep. Conroy Greendeer,
TABLE
Jr., Rep. Stephanie Begay,
Rep. Sarah Lemieux)-3
Department of Business- (Rep. Shelby Visintin, Rep.
Reported at the second Paul Fox, Rep. Brianna
meeting of the month
Littlegeorge)
MOTION
CARRIED.

Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jr.,
Rep. Darren Brinegar, Rep.
Kristin White Eagle, Rep.
Phyllis Smoke, Rep. Shelby
Visintin, Rep. Paul Fox)-0.
TIE VOTE. PRESIDENT
WHITEEAGLE VOTES IN
FAVOR. 7-6-0 MOTION
CARRIED.
Resolution-Approval
of
True Increase to Resolution
06-22-21 X Adoption of HoChunk Nation Executive
Branch Budget Bill for
Fiscal Year 2021-2022 for
the Department of Social
Services Child and Family
Services Child Placement
Assistance
MOTION by Vice President
Karena Thundercloud to
adopt Resolution 03-1522 B, Approval of True
Increase to Resolution 0622-21 X Adoption of HoChunk Nation Executive
Branch Budget Bill for
Fiscal Year 2021-2022 for
the Department of Social
Services Child and Family
Services Child Placement
Assistance. Second by Rep.
Phyllis Smoke. 9-1(Rep.
Darren Brinegar)-1 (Rep.
Shelby Visintin). MOTION
CARRIED. Rep. Kristin
White Eagle was out of the
room during the vote.
Third Party Administrator
MOTION by Rep. Sarah
Lemieux to TABLE Third
Party
Administrator.
Second by Rep. Stephanie
Begay. 12-0-0 MOTION
CARRIED.
New Business:
Resolution-Enactment
the Social Media Act

of

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis
Smoke to adopt Resolution
03-15-22 C, Enactment
of the Social Media Act.
Second by Rep. Kristin
White
Eagle.
12-0-0
MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Authorization
for the Health Department to
Enter into a Memorandum
of Agreement with the
Indian Health Service for
Executive
Director
of Resolution-Imposition Technical Assistance on
Business, Michael Rave was of Nationwide Vaccine the Expansion of the Wazee
present via video conference Mandate in Response to Water and Sewer Utilities
and mentions he will have a COVID-19
report on how the masking
MOTION
by
Rep.
recommendations at the MOTION
by
Rep. Kristin White Eagle to
Enterprises are going.
Stephanie Begay to adopt adopt Resolution 03-15Resolution 03-15-22 A, 22 D, Authorization for
Office of General Council Mandating
COVID-19 the Health Department to
Report (Standing Agenda Vaccinations for all Ho- Enter into a Memorandum
Item)
Chunk Nation Employees of Agreement with the
Working
with
Tribal Indian Health Service for
No representation. No Member Elders and Youth. Technical Assistance on
report was received.
Second by Vice President the Expansion of the Wazee
Karena Thundercloud. 6-6 ( Water and Sewer Utilities.
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Second by Rep. Phyllis Department of Natural
Smoke. 12-0-0 MOTION Resources 2022 Summer
Tribal Youth Program
CARRIED.
Grant Funding
Resolution-Confirmation
by
Rep.
of Marlys Whiteagle as MOTION
District
3
Ho-Chunk Sarah Lemieux to adopt
Housing and Community Resolution 03-15-22 G,
for
the
Development
Agency Authorization
Department of Natural
Board Member
Resources to Apply for the
MOTION
by
Rep. Wisconsin Department of
Sarah Lemieux to adopt Natural Resources 2022
Tribal Youth
Resolution 03-15-22 E, Summer
Confirmation of Marlys Program Grant Funding.
Whiteagle as District 3 Second by Rep. Conroy
Jr.
12-0-0
Ho-Chunk Housing and Greendeer,
Community Development MOTION CARRIED.
Agency Board Member.
Second by Rep. Darren ITTF Report
Brinegar. 12-0-0 MOTION
Rep. Darren Brinegar gave
CARRIED.
a brief update on the North
Resolution-Adoption
of West Region Projects.
Amendments to the HoChunk Nation Employment District Meetings:
Relations Act
D1 Ni\i\oxawani\/Howasa –
MOTION by Vice President March 9, 2022
Karena
Thundercloud
by
Rep.
to adopt Resolution 03- MOTION
15-22 F, Adoption of Phyllis Smoke to refer
Amendments to the Ho- to the Department of
Chunk Nation Employment Administration and the
Relations Act. Second by Office of the President
Rep. Shelby Visintin. 10- the MOTION by Kelly
1(Rep. Conroy Greendeer, Jo Funmaker to have
Department
of
Jr.)-1(Rep. Darren Brinegar) the
Administration and OOP
MOTION CARRIED.
accommodate
tribal
Environmental
Service members the use of District
Community
Center
Heavy
Duty
Cleaner 1
during the evening hours,
Revised Job Description
suggested staggering the
MOTION by Rep. Sarah employee’s hours to have
Lemieux to approve the open until 8:00 p.m. Second
Environmental
Service by Vice President Karena
12-0-0
Heavy Duty Cleaner job Thundercloud.
description. Second by MOTION CARRIED.
Rep. Conroy Greendeer,
by
Rep.
Jr.
7-2(Rep.
Kristin MOTION
White Eagle, Rep. Darren Phyllis Smoke to refer
Brinegar)-3(Rep.
Phyllis to the Department of
Smoke, Rep. Stephanie Administration and the
Begay, Rep. Paul Fox) Office of the President
the MOTION by Kelly
MOTION CARRIED.
Jo Funmaker to have the
1
Legislators
Rep. Kristin White Eagle District
commented she was opposed consider and support an
because there are many increase to the proposed
positions that need to be District Community Center
evaluated and considered in budget for extending the
this manner. In the absence hours for tribal members
of
the
Administration usage during the evenings.
Committee that we used to Second by Vice President
Thundercloud.
address these numerous job Karena
description requests, there MOTION IS AMENDED
are a lot of positions that to refer only to Finance
Second
need to be looked at and Commission.
have a plan in place. The concurs. 12-0-0 MOTION
job description changes CARRIED.
and wages have gone to
the Comp and Class work D1 Ni\i\oxawani\/Howasa –
group for consideration as March 9, 2022 (Continued)
well, it is hit and miss how
by
Rep.
the Legislature addresses MOTION
these and that she is not in Phyllis Smoke to refer
to the Department of
favor of.
Administration, Office of
Resolution-Authorization the President, and TOB
for the Department of Maintenance Department
Natural Resources to the MOTION by Kelly
Apply for the Wisconsin Continued on Page 14
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Jo Funmaker to request
a report from the TOB
Maintenance Department
identify the issues with the
Andrew Blackhawk Powwow grounds to continue
future upkeep.
Second
by Vice President Karena
Thundercloud.
12-0-0
MOTION CARRIED.
11:38 a.m. Vice President
Karena Thundercloud is out
of the room.
D3 Tejop – March 9, 2022
MOTION by Rep. Sarah
Lemieux
to
consider
this a formal request to
Office of the President
and Department of Labor
to consider the MOTION
by Marlys Whiteagle to
reinstate the summer 2022
Labor Department youth
work program for all areas
equally. Second by Rep.
Darren Brinegar. 11-0-0
MOTION CARRIED.
MOTION
by
Rep.
Sarah Lemieux to refer
to the Office of General
Council, and as a formal
request to the Office of the
President and the Finance
Commission the MOTION
by Muriel Whiteagle-Lee
to not fund the Office of
General Council (OCG)
budget until reconciliation
and stop funding the entire
OCG staff. Second by Rep.
Darren Brinegar. 11-0-0
MOTION CARRIED.

LEGISL ATIVE MINUTES / LEG AL
like to state for the record
some discussion that has
taken place at the Madison
Area Meeting. Is Cari Fay
showing up for work?
Does any other employee
of the Ho-Chunk Nation
have beyond the 90 days to
reconcile without getting a
wage assignment?

MOTION CARRIED.

Brinegar to move to Open
Session. Second by Rep.
The meeting moved to Phyllis Smoke. 12-0-0
Executive Session at 11:54 MOTION CARRIED.
a.m.
MOTION
by
Rep.
President
Marlon Stephanie Begay to ratify
WhiteEagle was excused all action taken in Executive
from the afternoon Executive Session. Second by Rep.
Session. Vice President Paul Fox. 12-0-0 MOTION
Karena
Thundercloud CARRIED.
11:41 a.m. Vice President chairs the remainder of the
Karena
Thundercloud meeting.
Release to Open Session:
returns to the meeting.
Motion was made during MOTION by Rep. Shelby
MOTION by Rep. Sarah Executive Session to recess Visintin to formally request
Lemieux to refer to the for lunch until 12:45 p.m.
the Treasurer to send out a
Attorney General, and
formal letter to all Tribal
Legislative Attorney the The Executive Session Members in regard to
MOTION
by
Marlys meeting was called to order the payments that have
Whiteagle to reinstate at 12:48 p.m. Roll call made since March 2020,
General Council Authority was taken. Quorum was including GWEA, CARES,
as stated in the Constitution established at 12:49 p.m.
ARPA, COFA and the
and contact the officers to
HELP payments, also in the
commence with activities MOTION by Rep. Darren letter to include a timeline
and duties of General
Council. Second by Rep.
Darren Brinegar. 11-01(Rep. Shelby Visintin)
MOTION CARRIED.
RIGHT TO OBJECT
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of each distribution, and
that this letter is to be used
for Tribal Members for tax
purposes and to release to
Open Session. Second by
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 101(Rep. Conroy Greendeer,
Jr.)-1(Rep. Phyllis Smoke)
MOTION CARRIED.
Adjournment:
MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox
to adjourn the Legislative
Meeting to Tuesday, March
22, 2022 at the Tribal Office
Building in Black River
Falls, WI. Second by Rep.
Stephanie Begay. 12-0-0
MOTION CARRIED.
The Legislative Meeting
adjourned at 3:01 p.m.

NOTICE

District 2 Hinukwas/La
Crosse – March 14, 2022
No Motions
Executive
Session
(Business
Matters,
Criminal Matter, Intergovernmental Relations,
Land, Law Enforcement,
Legal Advice, Personnel
Matters, Public Safety or
Well-Being):

MOTION by Rep. Paul
Fox to move to Executive
Session.
Second by
Rep. Sarah Lemieux would Rep. Robert Pilot 12-0-0

In accordance with HCC 8 §14 Title Transfer & Recording Act Ho-Chunk Member, GLEN WHITE, has
submitted a Request for Title for permanent improvements located at:
N6647 WOLF RUN, Black River Falls, WI 54615
And more particularly described as: Lot X of Ho-Chunk Nation Trust property known as LOT 3 of Joe
Wolf, BIA Tract# 439 T 104 located within the NW ¼ of the SW ¼ Section 8, Township 21 North, Range 3
West, 4th P.M., Town of Brockway, Jackson County, Wisconsin.
Any objections must be filed in person at Executive Office Building / W9814 Airport Road or received by
mail at:
Ho-Chunk Nation Realty Division
Register of Deeds
P. O. Box 310
Black River Falls, WI 54615
Phone: 715-284-2531
By or before 4:30 PM

April 7, 2022 .

Absent any objections the Ho-Chunk Nation Register of Deeds shall issue Title for the above described
Permanent Improvements to the named individual(s) within 10 days following the deadline.
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Continued from Page 6
pate by recognizing someone
in their lives who has been
involved in the COVID-19
response by submitting a
note of appreciation on the
DHS website. DHS will share
these messages on the website
and social media platforms
throughout the duration of the
tour.
“This tour is an opportunity

NOTICES / ADS
to show appreciation for the
work that has been done all
across the state to fight COVID-19, and to hear directly
from communities as we discuss how we move forward,”
said Secretary-designee Karen
Timberlake. “The COVID-19
pandemic has underscored
the importance of investing in
a strong public health infrastructure so that we may be

better prepared for what may
come in the future.”
Tour events will be a chance
for communities to share their
thoughts on lessons learned
during the pandemic, as well
as how we can leverage the
tools we have available to
confront COVID-19 going
forward. Additionally, there
will be an emphasis on prioritizing the mental health of all

Wisconsinites as we continue
to confront COVID-19. DHS
will also be highlighting opportunities for Wisconsinites
to get involved in public
health with a new webpage
that includes job postings
from DHS, local and tribal
health departments, WisCaregivers, as well as volunteer
opportunities with local nonprofit organizations across the

6 8
—
--––
OF THE
TOP
—--––

CAUSES OF DEATH AMONG
AMERICAN INDIANS ARE LINKED
TO COMMERCIAL TOBACCO USE

KEEP TOBACCO A
HEALTHY TRADITION.

—
–
–−–-−-–-−-–----–-−–
Get free help to quit commercial tobacco.
Contact the American Indian Quitline:

CALL 1-888-7AI-QUIT (724-7848)
OR TEXT READY TO 200-400

PAGE 15
state.
For up-to-date information
about Wisconsin’s COVID-19
response, visit the DHS COVID-19 webpage. You can
also follow @DHSWI on
Facebook(link is external),
Twitter(link is external), or
dhs.wi on Instagram(link is
external) for more information on COVID-19.
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